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The tree closed i t s  brunches, fol-xirag on irnf~c~riclmble wull 
behind which the f a z u n  hutldlcd out of t l lc  gale. 

VI%y t Christmas %es Are  Not Perfect 
By DICK SCI~KEII)EK .I'hcy say that if 
yo11 crccp illto an  cvcrgreen forcst late a t  
riigl~t you citn hear thr  trees talkir~g. In  the 
whisper of the wind you'll catch the older 
pincbs c3ul>laining to the yor~ngcr ones why 
they'll ~trvcr be perfectly shalxtl. 

'1'llc:re: will always bc. a hcnt branch hem, . 
a gap thcrc . . . 

I.ong. long ago evergreens were pcrfcct, 
wit I t  c;~cli t:~kinp, prirlc in ~ T ~ I I C I I C I  sloping 
ever~ly I ~ O I I I  cn)wn to ayn~~~rctrical  skirt. 

.I'Iiis was particularly true in a small 
kingtlom tlecp ill Europe Ileyond thc Car- 
pal hi:tn   noun la ins. 

0 1 1  the lilst Saturclay of Advent the 
Qr~cen's woodsnicn would search the myal 
crergrcc~i forest for the 111c~st perfcct tree. 
I t  w o ~ ~ I ~ I  tltc~i reign in honor in the grcat 
cnstlt. hall. sh in~~r~e r ing  will1 silvrr balls 
;~ntl golcl angels that sparklrrtl ill lhc l i ~ h t  
of thousands of candles. Whilc a hr~gc Yule 
log chuckled and cmrklcct, ~ h e  rovil hmily 
 rid villngers togctlicr wcr~tld da~tct- ant1 
sing a r o l t ~ ~ d  thc tree in cclc1)ration. 

0111 in the lrushetl forest rrvery evergreen 
vied for this honor, each cr~tleavoring to 
grow its branches ancl nrcclles to pcrfec- 
tiun. All strair~ctl a t  the task, fully conccn- 
tr;~titig on tlieir forni ancl :r!>pcarance. 

Onc cold night when 3 bright white 
iiloon glittered or] the c r ~ ~ s t y  snow as if it 
wcrc strcw~l with  nill lions of dii~nionds, a 
sti~all rabbit lilnpcd into :I grove of ever- 
greens, its sidcs heaving in panic. Beyond 
the hill rose the yelping of villagc dogs in 
the thrill of the hunt. 

' I ' l~e ra11l)ir. ryes wiclc with fright. franti- 
cally srarchrd for covcr but f o ~ ~ n d  nothing 
atnorig tlic (lark tru~iks cslcntling upward 
illto 1)ranchcs that wrre artfully lifted from 
thv snow. 

I:;tstc~. antl faster t l ~ e  cotlontail circlecl as 
111c rwcitcd yelping sc~t~nclccl lolidcr and 
lot~cler. 'J'he trrcs looked askance at  this 

interruption of their c v e n i n ~  (when grow- 
ing was a t  its best). 

And thcn a small pine shucldercd. Of 
all the young trees, i t  Itad the pmntise of 
heing Lhc firlest of the forest. Everytliing 
about it from its deep iica-green color to 
the curl of its branches was perfect. 

But now . . . its lower branches bcpr: t c ~  
clip, down, down to the grcj~~ntl. Allel i r ~  !itat 
instant before the slavering (logs hrokc inlcr 
the clearing. thc rabbit fount1 safcty within 
the eveqrcen scrcrr~. In thc morning t l h .  
bunny found its burrow. But tlte li~tlt. 
pinc could not quite lift its I~ranchrs. nut 
no matter, perhaps a little irregularity in ;I 
tree so beailtib~l would t ~ o t  be noticed. 

Then a powerful bliuarcl lashed tlic 
land. T h e  villagen sla~i~mccl shut trrs closed 
while the birds and anin~als h~~ddlecl in 
~iests and dens. A small wren, I,lown astray, 
dcvpcratcly sought sanctuary in Lhc cver- 
greens. But each she approachctl clcnchccl 
its branches tight like a fist. 

Finally, in euhausrinn, she fcll into tltc 
little pine. T h c  pine's hcart opened antl 
so did its branches, and the wrcn slept 
within them, w a r n  ant1 secure. Rut the 
pine had difficulty rearrari~ing its bmnchcs. 
'Therc would be a gap cvernlorc. 

Weeks passed and winter clcepenetl, 
bringing a gale such as never brfore expcri- 
cnccd in thc mountains. i t  caught a s~nirll 
lawn who had wandered lroin its tnother. 
Heat1 clown, blinded by snow, it inchc!d 
into thc evergreen secking a windbreak. 
But the trees held thcir brancl~cs open so 
the wind could whistle through them with- 
out dangerously bentlinp or 1)rc;tking tllcir 
limbs. 

Again thc little pine took pity ant1 now 
tightly closed its branches, f(lr~it i~ig an 
iinpcnetrable wall bchincl which the fawn 
I~uddlerl out of the gale. Rut ;~las. when thc 
wind ccased, the small pinc l ~ a d  bcen 

severely and pcr~nanently bcnt out of 
shape. 

A Lrar of pine gum oozed from a branch 
tip. Now it a u l d  never hope for the honor 
it had longed for sincc a scctlling. 

I.ost in despair, the littlc pinc did not 
scc thc good Queen come into the forest. 
She had come to choose the linest trce hcr- 
self. 

As her royal nleigh slowly passed through 
the forest. her paicticed cyc s c a n ~ ~ e d  the 
evergreens now preening themselvcs. When 
she saw the littlc pinc, a flush of anger 
filled hcr. Millat right hat1 a tree with sucll 
defects to he in the royal h~rest? R c r ~ t i ~ ~ c l i ~ ~ g  
l~crself to have a woodsman dispose of it, 
she drove on, but then stopped anel glancecl 
I~ack a t  it. As she gazed ~ ) I I  it, s l ~ c  noticed 
tllc tracks of smdl animals that hat1 found 
shclter under it and :r downy fcatlicr within 
its branches where a bird had nested. And 
;IS shc studied the gaping hole in its side 
ar~cl its wind-whipped trunk, ti~~dcrstanding 
liilcd her heart. 

"This one." she said. Her attcncla~~ts 
psped. And to thc astonishnrcnt of the 
fc)~.est, t l ~ c  little pine was I~ornc to the grcat 
hall. And c:veryonc who clancctl and sang 
:~rorlnd it said it was the firicst Cht-Is~mas 
yet. For in looking at  its gnarled and worn 
hranches many saw the protecting arnl of 
thcir father, others the comforting Imson~ of 
a mother, and so~r~c ,  ns (lid the Queen. saw 
the love of Christ cxprmsed on earth. 

So if yo11 walk among evergree~~s today, 
yrrli  will find, along with rabl~its. birds ant1 
13thcr happy living things.drooped branches 
prnviding cover, gaps offering nesting 
places, forms hcnt from wrestling winter 
wi~~cls. 

For as have nlany o f  us, thc trees have 
Ictrr~btl that thc scars sutTerecl for the sake 
of otlicrs make onc most beac~t i f~~l  in the 
cycss of Cod. WD 

Reprinted by pcrmisrion fnrm (;if!.% of Chrbfnlns, T h c  Gltidepcat~ Family C:l~ristrn:~s &x~k. 
C:opyrigl~t 0 1981 by Guhdrp~xta Abucv:iatn. Inc., Carrnrl. KCIV Yc~rk 10512. 
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!?c!,rin t c d  fron! COTIJS ~n:t:cl?,.i lie . . 

BY 
D o r o t h y  a n d  
Cl i f ton  P o t t e r  

and's problem 
gland and Scot- verge of a brilliant career as  queen of and the 'so-called "infant head" on the 

land hat1 been closely intertwined ever Scotland and France. T o  most Catho- billon Penny (an alloy of silver and cop- 
since the reign of David I,  1124-1163, lice, she  was also queen of England,  per ) ,  which  m a d e  l i t t l e  a t t e m p t  a t  
whouc mother was an English princess. because Elizabeth I was considered ille- actual portraiture. 
Hy the 16th century, however, the rela- gitimate and, therefore, a usurper. Mary's second coinage, during the  
tionship between the two kingdoms had Once more ill-fate intervened. Francis brief period she was married to Francis, 
become increasingly more complicated. died in 1560. In August 1561 the young was of necessi ty  less extensive,  b u t  

'i'he Tudors were never, as we have widow left the culture and refinement of equally interesting. On the gold ducat 
seen, a very prolific family, and their the French court, where she had ~ a e s e d  worth 60 shillings Mary and  Francis 
nellrrst relations were their Stuart coue- most of her ehort life, and returned to faced each other  with a crown above 
I ~ Y .  'I'11e end of the dynasty begun by the comparative wildness of an increas- them in a style very reminiscent of Mary 
I-ienry VII paved the way for the union ingly pro tes tan t  Scotland led by t h e  Tudor and Philip of Spain. 
of the two crowne in hie great-great- fiery preacher, John Knox. T h e  reverse featured a design of dol- 
grandson James I of England and VI of . I t  i s  i m p o s e b i l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  phins - the  dauphin's symbol - eight 
Scorland. changee in M a r y ' i  coinage from t h e  of them linked in the shape of a cross, 

In 1503, James IV of Scotland had impor tan t  events in her life. A wide with crosses of Lorraine - Mary'e sym- 
married I-lenry VII's daughter,  Mar- variety of coins had been struck in her bol through her mother - a t  angles to 
gnret 'I'udor. A prudent, well-educated name before her first marriage. Most them. T h e  use of a dolphin, showing 
men,  J a m e s  fel t  i t  in  hia interest  t o  bore t h e  crowned shield of Scotland, S c o t l a n d ' s  t i e s  w i t h  F r a n c e ,  was 
rnuintain a n  al l iance wi th  his  wily withitslion,croeses,orherinitial. repeated on Mary's lesser coinage, the 
l't~ther-in-law, although he also culti- T h e  gold three-pound pieces and 30- groat  or "nonsunt," and the  "lion," a 
vnted ties with France, Scotland's tradi- shilling pieces showed a fine profile por- emall billon coin worth 1.5 pence. 
lirmal ally. trait  of the young queen, her hair pulled Once the queen was reestablished in 

'I'he treaty with England wae unpopu- back from her face and set with jewels in Scotland, a third series of coins began to 
l a r  w i t h  m o s t  S c o t s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  claesicRenaiseancestyle. issue from the Edinburgh Mint. A gold 
~ccension of Henry VIII, good relationa Less successful were the crowned pro- crown, or ecu, with Mary'e arms on a 
carne to  on end.  James  was killed a t  file bust pe I), ehield (showing both the Scottish lion 
Flodden Field in 1513 fighting, ae so  a n d  t h e  l i l ies  of France) ,  a n d  four  
many of hie ancestors had done, against crowned M's on the reverse alternating 
the English. with thistles proved to be the last of her 

His son James V waa but  a year old a t  gold coins. 
the time of hie father'a death. It war tha Even more attractive were her tes- 
curse of the  S c o t t i ~ h  monarchy that toons and  half tes toons of 1561 and 
tirne almr time the king would die with 1562. T h e  widowed queen is shown in 
only a child-heir. Thin left the country profile, wearing a high-necked dress 
prey to lawlessnese end unscrupulous with a ruffled collar and a little cap on 
ambitions of the nobility. Jamee V did the back of her head. Her  face is seious 
not rule in his own right until 1528, and and intelligent, and there is a hint of the 
in December 1542 he died of a fever, long S t u a r t  nose t h a t  would appear  
leaving an infant daughter named Mary again in her grandson Charlee I. At a 
who was only a week old. recent auction, one of these portrait tes- 

Henry VIII, ever t h e  opportuniet ,  toons was offered for aale for $3,150. 
attempted to arrange a marriage of the N o  one doubted  t h a t  Mary would 
infant queen to his son Prince Edward, marry again for the sake of the Catholic 
a child of five, b u t  negotiations fell. cause - and the ultimate hope of the 
through. War soon fallowed, and Mary's English crown - and t o  gain the sup- 
mother ,  a French princess, took her  port of a husband who could help her 
d a u g h t e r  t o  France,  where s h e  was deal with the turbulent Scottish nobil- 
brought up with her royal cousins in the ity. She was a royal prize with a goodly 
Cutholic faith. number of suitors. During 1564 and the 

In 1558, 16-year-old Mary was mar- A portrait  of Mary  appears  on spring of 1565, the question throughout 
ried t o  Francis, the dauphin (heir to  the t h i s  s i l v e r  t e s t o o n  of Sco t land  Scotland and England was: Who would 
French throne), and she seemed on the struck in 1561. be her choice? El 
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In mexrory o f .  a fr iend,  L C U l S E  M .  GRAHAM; who fo l lowing  a 
l ength ly  i l l n e s s  passed away a t  t h e  North York General 
Hosoital ,  on Thursday, Nove~ber 1 ,  1 9 8 4 .  Lou*se Haran 
(age 8 5 , y e a r s ) ,  w i f e  c f  t h e  l a t e  Frank, mother of Keith 
Graham of Niagara F a l l s  and Gouglae Graham of Richmond 
H i l l .  Survived. by her gracdchildren. 

- LOUISE GRAHAM - 
LOUISE HORAN was born on October 20th, 1899, on the fourth line in Albion, 
north of Toronto. Her grandparents lived on one side and her great-grandparents 
on the other. All born in Ireland, they were the pioneers of the Albion line. 

She moved to Winnipeg in 1901, while Louise was still a baby. There, she was 
brought up and educated. 

She became a collector at the tender age of 2'12 years. At  that age she was taken 
to Donald Tobin's barber shop for a haircut. Mr. Tobin set her up on the chair 
with a board, put an apron around her, put a dab of soap on her chin and then 
put a Tobin Token in each of her hands. At one time she owned 20 Tobin pieces. 
She also collected bread and various other tokens. 

Her father bought her a piggy bank which was about eight inches high and four 
inches square, a replica of the Bank of Montreal. She put all her tokens in it. 

None of the chums she played with collected money (1902), but she hung onto 
the tokens she had until she was nine. 

A friend of the family was a streetcar conductor in Winnipeg. If he had a coin 
she didn't have, she could have it. This continued for some time. 

Her father died when she was eight and there was nobody else to help her. 
At that time her uncle put the tokens in envelopes, cashed them in, and bought 
her a kewpie doll. (Probably the most expensive doll ever purchased.) 

In Winnipeg in 1920 she married Doug Graham, who was with C.P.R. Hotels. 
In 1929 Doug was transferred to Toronto to open the Royal York Hotel and i t  
was there they came in touch with numismatics for the first time. 



Doug went down to Bay Street one day and bought his first coin catalogue, 
issued by Max Mehl. That was the first catalogue they'd ever seen. I t  showed 
some Canadian coins. After that they would visit all the pawnshops and other 
places in search of coins. Still they had never met another coin collector. 

One Saturday morning at the Royal York Hotel, Doug got the function sheet 
on his desk, noted that the function sheet read 'Toronto Coin Club Meeting, 
1:30 P.M. in the York Room'. He immediately phoned Louise and told her he 
wasn't coming home as he was stayin at the hotel for the meeting. He went to 
the meeting and joined at that time, ?here were only 12 people there. Toronto 
Coin Club had a table at the Hobby Show at the Exhibition - not to buy or sell. 
just for display. 

Louise untimately joined the club, rather reluctantly as she was the only woman 
there. Until 1953 when they started holding meetings at the Royal York there 
wasn't one lady member present. In the meantime she had met Hector Mayes 
who didn't live too far from them. When she did join the Toronto Coin Club. 
Hector was watching for her. Still being the only female representative she 
was elected into office as Treasurer at that meeting. That's how her numismatic 
career began. 

One day the club members started talking "Convention". I t  took a while and 
a couple of trips to  Ottawa. L. J. P. Brunet was the C.N.A. president at the time 
and they became friends with him and Doug Ferguson. Shq~ ld  they have a 
C.N.A. Convention? Brunet said, "We'd be happy to do it. She and Doug 
convinced the C.N.A. executive. They got the OK at the end of February and 
put on the first C.N.A. Convention in 1954. There was no way it could be 
arranged to be held at the Royal York. They were booked way ahead, so it 
was held a t  the King Edward Hotel. 

At  the time the Toronto Coin Club had $26 in the bank. They borrowed $50 
from Toronto Coin Club president Robillard, and $76 i s  what they ran the 
first convention with. I t  was successful and they even made money. 

They didn't even have enough money to  put out for a silver medal, so they 
persuaded the King Edward to pay for half the die. That's why the King Edward 
is on the reverse. 

They only had about 20 members when they had the first convention. The one 
dealer who came from Mexico was sold out by 12 noon and Louise sold his 
table instantly as people were waiting for tables. 

There was even a banquet where the women joined in. some of whom Louise 
hadn't met before. There were 97 at the banquet and 101 registered. . 

A while later Louise was nominated and elected secretary of the C.N.A. After 
that she had all the honours bestowed upon her that anyone could have because 
of all the work she had done for numismatics in general. 

She received the O.N.A. Medal of Merit in 1972 and was awarded the Ferguson 
Medal in 1977. 

She was Chairlady of the O.N.A. Convention in 1976, served as President of 
North York Coin Club and is still actively participating. 

She was responsible for involving a lot of women in numi<matics, going t o  
meetings, etc. She was President of the Toronto Coin Club, and the first woman 
to hold office of the President of the C.N.A. 

Indeed the Grand Lady of Canadian Numismatics! 

To all of us you gave your b e s t .  
Gcd grant you peace and r e s t .  
You hill be missed . .  ................. 

Executives of the 
Gntario Numismatic Association 



by Ed Reiter 
-.- 6.. ..;-......... ,'.&A 2 . L  .. : rrru*sl-- 

L.. ., . I  . . ... . $. .<&, 

Editor's Note - Some authorities corllesl 
the fact that General Chow Hsi-ch 'en was 
actually the military governor of Kwei- 
chow in 1928. It should also he noted 
that no one knows just where the pro- 
vince's first road 11-as located. 

Coins enjoy a good reputation, 
for the most part, among people 
who put stock in superstition. Many 
carry "lucky pennies," for example, 
or cast coins into wishing wells. 

Superstition worked in reverse, 
however, in the case of an intriguing 
Chinese coin - the so-called "auto- 
mobile dollar." Chinese soothsay- 
e rs  blamed the coin for the death 
of the man who had it made. 

The story dates back to the late 
1920's, when Gen. Chow Hsi-ch'en 
(or Si-keng, in Anglicized form) be- 
came governor of Kweichow Pro- 
vince in the Republic of China. 
Gen. Chow was an ardent advocate 
of road building, and he set  out to 
create an  extensive systemof motor 
highways in his province. 

To popularize his program, he 
ordered the minting of a provincial 
coin featuring an automobile a s  
its central device. The coin, issued 
in 1928, was 90  per cent silver, 
had a value of one yuan in Chinese 
money, and was about the size of 
the U.S. silver dollar. 

I t  seems clear that the general 
intended the coin a s  a tribute not 
only to the automobile, but also 

to himself. He dared not place his 
own profile on it, for that would have 
breached the Chinese code of mod- 
esty. But he got his point across 
by placing his personal name, "Si- 
chen," beneath the automobile, in 
Chinese charac ters  cleverly dis- 
guised as  vegetation. 

The soothsayers viewed this a s  an 
unseemly display of pride, so the 
story goes, and issued a dire pre- 
diction: Gen. Chow would die a 
violent death in a motor car ac- 
cident. 

Those who believe in superstition 
- and in soothsayers - will not be 
surprised a t  the way the story ends. 
The general was riding in a motor 
car a t  the head of his troops when 
disaster struck, during a campaign 
against a military rival in 1929. 
His car  got too far ahead of his 
forces, an enemy advance guard 
surrounded it, and he was slain. 

Gen. Chow's misfortune may have 
discouraged other rulers from dis- 
playing the automobile on their 
coins, for his is the only coin in the 
world with a motor car a s  its center- 
piece. The car it features is a closed 

RUNNERS-UP 
Phil Hux 

Harold A. Mahler 
Ken Purdy 

sedan - perhaps the very kind 
that carried him to his death. 

The automobile appears on the 
reverse of the coin. I t  is surrounded 
by a pearl ring, outside of which 
there are Chinese characters statr 
ing that  the coin was made by the 
ICweichow government. The  ob- 
verse features a crest, around which 
there a re  four Chinese characters 
identifying the "dollar7' a s  a Kwei- 
chow silver coin worth one yuan. 

The crest is a type that  appears 
on coins made  in Szechuen (or 
Szechwan) Province, which adjoins 
Kweichow in southern China. The 
coin Almost certainly was struck 
there, since I<weichow had no mint 
of its own until 1939. 

How many "automobile dollars" 
were made? Exact figures are un- 
available, but the coin does not 
appear to be a great rarity. On the 
other hand, it does seem to be 
scarce, and its fascinating history 
enhances its appeal and its value. 
An extra fine specimen, sold a t  
auction recently by Stack's in New 
York, brought $250. 

All things considered, owningone 
of these coins could pose quite a 
problem for someone who's super- 
stitious. Knowing its history, he 
would never carry it a s  a "lucky 
dollar." Yet, knowing its value, he 
wouldn't want to throw it down a 
well. [9 



T h i s  s i l v o r  dirhem, i s s u e d  
i n  .1? 505, a n s  t h p  f i r s t  
t y p e  of t h e  second, r e i g n  of 
King I{ob~d I ( Pn 490-530) 
o f  t h o  S n s s a n i ~ n  kingdom. 

Th.3 Crcek e . l iva lon t  of h i s  
:1?n:e wrls Cnvnde I ,  nnd h i s  
surnnr.ll> RRS Nobrai ( l'he 
' 1 )  . iit? :IES t h o  1 9 t h  
kinq of  t h e  dynasty  t h a t  
a?n e a t s b l l s h s d  by 4 rdesh i r .  
a descendent  of t h e  a n c i e n t  
K-?inni~-11 i t ings,  who . fought  
~ n d  defen ted  t h e  1qst 
T'-rthinn p r i n c e  i n  ED 228. 

':hc S?ssnninn kin.$oc, ~t 
I t s  g r e s t e s t ,  extonded from 
t h o  Rcd Gas t o  t h e  Caspian,  
f rom t h e  R lnck  Sea t o  t h o  
Syr R i v e r ,  and fron t h e  
I ' e d i t e r r a c e ~ n  Sea t o  t h s  
Tndus River .  Thus i t  covered 
~ 1 1  o f  p resen t  day I r a n ,  I r a q ,  
' T::hnnisten, % r i a ,  Lebanon, 
Jordan & Tnr a e l ,  ns w e l l  a s  Sketched from a photograph 
rril-i; o f  Turkey,  Saudi Arabia ,  enlarged 3.5 d i a m e t e r s  
"nki s t a n  nnd Lowor 1J.S.S.R. 

7':10 S s s s s n i s n s  were overthrown by Arab aggress ions  i n  Al l  636. The Arab 
o n s l a u g h t s  f o l l o ~ o d  t h e  e s t ~ b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  I s l m i c  f a i t h ,  and i t s  gu id ing  
doc:?lnant, thq  ; l u r W n ,  by htohflmed, t h e  prophet of Allah;  u s u n l l y  dnted imm 
n i g  f l ip lh t  (!:ojirfl) f r o m  hIecca t o  IJedina i n  c i d - J u l y  AD 622. 

Tl~o obvcrso f ~ c e  o f  the c o i n  shons King Kobsd xo! .~r ing nn o r n a t e  mum1 crown 
top2ad by a f lnming o r b  tn a c rencon t  moon ~ c d  f l ~ n k c d  by a p a i r  of wings. 
T ~ F ?  kin..: ol.so b m r s  R p a i r  o f  win,.;s over h i s  shou lders ,  and h a s  h i s  gu id ing  
 st?^ ~ I L _  t h ~  - - f i e l d  bchind him. The P e h l e v i  logond on t h e  r i g h t  reads:  
Y: :Y ?,'I' ;iF'.:TJXI , i .e. ,"iTay Fobad i n ~ r e n a e ' !  ( p r e s u ~ ~ s b l y  I n  power and s u c c e s s ) .  

1'!1:1:w rim t h r e e  s t n r  find c r e s c e n t  m o t i f s  i n  the  msrgin. Th is  emblem was 
.~~!*:j~tc.?~l hy t h e  Arnbn nnd o t h e r  Eunlim fo l lowors  ~3 t h e i r  symbol. I t  RpDears 
(I.! t t l ~  i'llj[:a ~ n c l  c o l n s  of mnny c o u n t r i e s  tocloy. This symbol could have 
:. : I  I t io. t l  impl ica t ionn  (*reed rt. Q : w r i n g ;  R ~ C R ~  lt. @ : waning). 
 hi!^ wrjrx rr!,rr:tod t o  by .?orr,o .Muslim c o u n t r i e s  , 1 cnored by o t h e r s ,  and avoided 
by s t i l l  o thorn,  by p l n c i n g  t:lo c r e s c o n t  hnlow t h e  star. A l l ,  .o f  course , .  
n rn n3t  r,~nnvnicnlly j.rt?on~iblo! 

The col n' n r e v e r s a  f e e t u r e s  t h e  c h n r a c t s r i  q t l c  3 i s snn inn  f i r e  a l t a r  r l anked  by 
two s t y l i z c d  gunrds. The l e f t  le,ycnd &yc\\, s I J D 3 I  I*sixteenW g i v e s  t h e  
r:?r:ns~l y s l s r  o f  insuo, nnd t h q  T i ~ h t  lecend 4% ?JI(b!4T,?NA) i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  
n i n t  o f  o r l ~ i n  an H ~ n a d a n ,  i n  wost c e n t r a l  I r a n .  

@ I !;I? r:ost si.  - n i f i c ~ n t  r e f e r e n c e  fo!. t h i s  r e p o r t  ~ 7 ~ 9  :'h. 11. Valen t ine ' s  u 
J?li : :htful  h?nd?!rittt3n notes .  9ookn on k ~ i s t o r y ,  f l q g s ,  symbols and languages 
aore  R ~ S D  connulted.  

?. Fesco C.3.C.C. 



YOUNG NUMISMATISTS ANNUAL AWARDS 

OBJECTIVE 

By means of an annual essay contest, to select two eligible and deserving 
young numismatists to participate on an expense-paid basis in the ANA 
SUMMER SEMINAR in order to acquire further knowledge and understanding 
of numismatics. 

SOURCE OF FUNDS 

The John McKay-Clements Memorial Fund of the J. Douglas Ferguson Historical 
Research Foundat ion. 

ELEGIBILITY 

Any Canadian aged 16* to under 18. 

*Special consideration will be given to those under 16. Young 
numismatists under 16 must be accompanied by parents or 
guardian. 

SELECTION 

A panel of qualified judges will select the two best essays on a subject 
approved by the Foundation's Board of Governors. The essay must be at " 

least 3,000 words. Literary skills while important will not be the 
dominant criteria used in the selection process - numismatic knowledge 
will be emphasized. 

1985 SUBJECT 

The subject for the 1985 essay contest will be 

THE EFFECTS OF CONFEDERATION ON CANADIAN CURRENCY - 
A COLLECTORS VIEWPOINT. 

JUDGES 

The judges for the 1985 Awards will be: 

Margaret McKay-Clements 
Sheldon S. Carroll 
Ross Irwin 
Jack Veffer 



Young Numismatists Annual Awards......... 

CLOSING DATE 

All essays must be received by the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Foundation before February 1, 1985. 

ANA SUMMER SEMINAR 

The 1985 Seminar will take place in July at the Colorado College., in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. It is a week-long seminar that includes 
key subjects in numismatics taught by recognized leaders in each field. 
Students live in the college residence facilities. 

WINNERS' CLUB 

The numismatic club (if any) to which each winner belongs will receive 
a cash donation of $50.00 as an incentive to encourage and help young 
numismatists to participate in the contest. 

OTHER CONDITIONS 

The parents or guardians must formally authorize the winners to partici- 
pate in the Seminar. The copyright to all essays entered will become 
the property of the Foundation and may be published at the Foundation's 
discretion. 

HOW TO APPLY 

Obtain an application form from the Secretary-Treasurer (see below) 
and submit it together with the completed essay. There are no applic- 
ation fees or payments to make. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information including an application form, please write to 
the Secretary-Treasurer of the Foundation: 

Ruth McQuade, Secretary-Treasurer,. 
J. Douglas Fergueon Historical Research Foundation 
183, Island Park Drive 
Ottawa, Ont. Canada 
K1Y OA3 

SPECIAL N O T I C E . .  . . . 
The reason i s  that  you rece ived  t h e  Decerrber i s s u e  c f  t h e  
Numismatist ear ly  a ~ d  with t h e  Novexber i s s u e  i s  t h a t  I 

received t h e  envelopes for t h e  November mai l ing l a t e  a c d  I 
w i l l  be. i n  the  hospi ta l  i n  Toronto from Nov. 22  t o  t h e  l a t e r  Dec 

Bruce R .  Watt 
GINA Editor 



News & Con~ments 

Frank Fesco 
City of O t t a w a  Coin Club 

The use o f  body-bu i ld ing  chemicals and o t h e r  mind and muscle 
s t i m u l a t i n g  drugs by a t h l e t e s  i s  r e c e i v i n g  media and p o l i t i c a l  
a t t e n t i o n  r e c e n t l y .  The ends j u s t i f y  the  means appears t o  have 
been t he  m o r a l i t y  o f  spor t ,  as i t  i s  i n  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Th i s  
phi losophy of f a i r n e s s  used t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  l o v e  and war. 
War games have been supplemented by o t h e r  games and so t h e  
" a l l ' s  f a i r "  concept expands. It has a l ready  entered another 
game o r  hobby as a p t l y  s t a t e d  by A r thu r  Schweid of  Los Angeles 
i n  a recen t  i s sue  of Coin World, i . e :  

" I  am always amazed a t  how s t u p i d  greed makes people. 
Olympic co ins a r e  minted f o r  one reason, t o  make as much money 
as poss ib l e  f o r  t he  people who run  t he  Olympics. These a re  n o t  
numismatic i tems. They a re  money makers. To make money you s e l l  
as much as you can. I n  t h e  l a s t  18 months t he re  have been umpteen 
a r t i c l e s  on how much money these co ins  were going t o  make. The 
U.S. M in t  has p r a c t i c e d  no decept ion t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  I t  i s  
charged w i t h  making as much money as i t  cou ld  f rom Olympic c o i n  
sa les and i t  i s  do ing it". 

Perhaps they  - are numismatic i tems on a h i s t o r i c a l  t ime-scale 
t o  support  f u t u r e  s o c i o l o g i s t s  con ten t ions  o f  t h e  evo l v i ng  
degeneracy o f  man's endeavours i n  love ,  war, spo r t ,  coinage, e t c .  ... 
a g r im  thought, n ' e s t  ce pas? 

2. The US Olympic c o i n  des ign was a l s o  commented,upon in the 
same e d i t i o n  o f  Coin World. Th i s  t ime by Ken F i she r  o f  Miami, i .e :  

"Well I ' v e  seen t he  f i n a l  des ign f o r  the  1984 Olympic d o l l a r  
b u t  i s  i t  Hansel and Gre te l ,  Jack and J i l l  o r  Barb ie  and Ken? 
A f a c e t i t i o u s  quest ion,  I r e a l i z e ,  b u t  i t s  my way of adding another 
vo ice t o  those propos ing a r e t u r n  t o  more t r a d i t i o n a l  values i n  our  
coinage designs". 

He concludes h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t he  e d i t o r  by saying: " I n  any event,  
somehow o r  o ther ,  we've g o t  t o  g e t  away from the  " s t r e e t c a r  token" 
design m e n t a l i t y  t h a t  has g i ven  us ou r  r ecen t  coinage". 

Do these l e t t e r s  have a f a m i l i a r  r i n g ,  o r  a re  we t r y i n g  t o  
f o r g e t  our own sad coinage exper ience o f  1976. Sadder y e t  i s  
t he  cons idera t ion  of the  changing r o l e  o f  s p o r t  i n  l i f e .  Being 
c a l l e d  a "good s p o r t "  used t o  be a compl iment , . jus t  as be ing c a l l e d  
a "nurnisniatist". I s  i t  . s t i l l ?  



3. J im Char-lton i s  r ees tab l i shed  as Canadian c o i n  t r e n d  
e d i t o r  o f  Coin World I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  I n  an e x t r a c t  f rom h i s  
views on t he  Canadian Market he speaks o f . d e a l e r s  thus:  
" . . . there does appear t o  be more emphasis on i n t e g r i t y  and 
p leas ing  customers than g e t t i n g  r i c h  q u i c k l y ,  as was t h e  
case w i t h  some dea le rs  i n  t h e  boom years o f  t h e  e a r l y  
1960's and t h e  more recen t  s i l v e r  m e l t  days". Th is  i s  
always welcome, f rom a c o l l e c t o r ' s  p o i n t  o f  view. 

4. China i n  Peking MandarinChinese i s  Chung Kuo, 
o r  "middle country" .  I t  considered i t s e l f  t o  be t he  c e r l ~ r e  
o f  the  World, surrounded by barbar ian  bands. The f i r s t  
charac te r  f o r  midd le,  $ evolved from an il l u  t r a t i o n  o f  an 
archery t a r g e t  w i t h  an arrow i n  i t s  cent re .  4 

(As  an as ide,  Coin World r epo r ted  t h a t  an est imated 
$4 m i l l i o n  i n  shredded Federal  reserve  notes were found i n  a 
l o c a l  park i n  Hackensack, N.J. The 400-pound sack apparen t l y  
came from an a rchery  tournament where i t  had been used f o r  
target  p r a c t i c e .  ) 

The second character ,  Kuo a dep i c t s  a  company o f  armed 
men i n  an enc losure.  Th is  r e f e r s  t o  the  square wo r l d  o f  China 
guarded aga ins t  t h e  barbar ians.  There i s  a  conscious e f f o r t  
i n  China t o  s i m p l i f y  i t s  s c r i p t  system by reduc ing t h e  number 
o f  s t rokes  i n  each complex charac te r .  Th is  charac te r  i s  shown 
i n  modern Chinese textbooks as o r  which shows a r u l e r  
i n  an enclosure. 

I thought  t h a t  t h i s  s c r i p t  r e v i s i o n  had been standardized, 
b u t  was aston ished t o  f i n d  t h r e e  represen ta t ions  o f  KUO on a s e t  
o f  1982 p r o o f  co ins  f rom China. The 1, 2 & 5  f en  magnalium 
co ins bore t he  formal charac te r  @ , the  1, 2 & 5 j i a o  
cupro-z inc co ins  and t he  1 yuan cupro-n icke l  c o i n  bore t h e  
abbrev ia ted El , and t he  package l a b e l  bore a s t range ve rs i on  
w i t h  which I was n o t  f a m i l i a r .  Th is  po r t r ays  a smal l  spear i n  
an enclosure. 

Upon r e f l e c t i o n  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  we a re  n o t  cons i s ten t  
i n  our  western s c r i p t s  e i t h e r .  Take f o r  example t he  7 t h  l e t t e r  
" g "  sometinies w r i t t e n  g ; o r  t he  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  "u" 
f rom such words as co lour ,  humour, etc.. There were o t h e r  
charac te r  d i f f e rences ,  b u t  t h i s  perhaps i s  enough f o r  one news 
i ter~i. 

5 .  Token c o l l e c t o r s  w i l l  have 24 add i t i ons  a v a i l a b l e  by a 
proposed s e r i e s  of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  tokens f o r  t he  1984 U.S. 
Olynipics. They w i l l  d e p i c t  a v a r i e t y  o f  t h e  compe t i t i ve  spor ts .  
Coniposition w i l l  be 70% cu 30% zn (brass) ;  d iameter 31.75 mm 
(1.25 i n ) ,  reeded edge, 10-10.7 gms, t e n t a t i v e  p r i c e  $25, from 
Markelcom Group o f  S t .  Lou is  (address ? ) .  



6 .  The November 16 i s s u e  (p.60) of Coin World devoted o v e r  s i x  i n c h e s  
o f  column s p a c e  t o  o u r  COCC a c t i v i t i e s  - p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  o u r  September Coin F a i r  d i s p l a y  r e s u l t s .  

7. The 1 7 t h  E d i t i o n  1984 COIN Year Book h a s  been pub l i shed .  Its cover  
f e a t u r e s  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  s i l v e r e d  enlargement  of t h e  B r i t i s h  20-pence 
c o i n  which w a s  one of  t h e  nominat ions  a s  1982 Coin of  t h e  Year by 
our  c lub.  Other  c o n t e n d e r s  a r e :  

( a )  Canada's new 12-s ided c o i n  which produced s i g n i f i c a n t  m e t a l  
s a v i n g  w i t h o u t  e x c e s s i v e  a d v e r s e  p u b l i c  r e a c t i o n .  

( b )  I t a l y ' s  new 5 0 0 - l i r e  s t a i n l e s s - s t e e l  c o i n  w i t h  b r a s s  d i s c  
i n s e r t ,  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  denorninatiorl i n  B r a i l l e  dots  f o r  
t h e  b l i n d .  

( c )  Nether land ' s  new m o d e r n i s t i c  c o i n s  of Queen B e a t r i x .  

(d) Canada's "Cons t i tu t ion"  do1 lar. 

( e )  U.S. copper -p la ted  z i n c  1-cent  coin .  

I f  anyone h a s  a d d i t i o n a l  c o i n s  t o  nominate,  p l e a s e  do s o  soon ,  so  
t h a t  we can v o t e  upon them. The g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  c o i n  
must have been i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1982 and shou ld  have some n o v e l ,  
a t t r a c t i v e  o r  i n n o v a t i v e  f e a t u r e .  

8. The Singapore  Mint h a s  r e c e n t l y  opened a  Coin G o l l t r y  which shows t h e  
h i s t o r y  of  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  coinage from i t s  founding i n  1819 t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  day. A s p e c i a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  coin  p r e s s  i s  d v ~ i l a b l e  t o  
v i s i t o r s  who wish t o  mint  t h e i r  own s o u v e n i r s  - a f i n e  Do-it-yourself  
idea!  

9 .  The I s l e  of Man h a s  come up w i t h  y e t  a n o t h e r  c o i n  market ing ploy.  A s  
a p i l o t  scheme they have in t roduced  a new "noble" c o n t a i n i n g  an ounce 
of p la t inum.  P r i c e s  a r e  expec ted  t o  f l u c t u a t e  a s  gold  does under 
s p e c u l a t i v e  market p r e s s u r e s .  25,000 w i l l  be s t r u c k  t o  t e s t  t h e i r  
a p p e a l  t o  i n v e s t o r s .  

10. 'l'he Canadian " s h i n p l a s t c r "  (25-cent no te )  once was a  popu la r  Chr is tmas  
g i f t  - a s  was t h e  Canadian s i l v e r  d o l l a r  I n t e r .  But when g i f t  c o i n s  
were n o t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  banks t h i s  custom faded away. Some 
c o l l e c t o r s  have s t r u c k  t h e i r  own g r e e t i n g  tokens  (e.g.  Fred Bowman & 
E l i z a b e t h  Wynn Wood), and J e r r y  Kemick is  t r y i n g  t o  r e v i v e  i n t e r e s t  
i n  do ing  so. Chr is tmas  medals have been s t r u c k  b y . S p a i n ,  P o r t u g a l  and 
Germany. 



B r i t a i n  had tlie same s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  crown c o i n s  a s  g i f t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s i n c e  t h e  pe rs . i s t ence  of l e a d i n g  numismat is ts  o f t h e  day rev ived  
i n t e r e s t  by persuad ing  t h e  mint ing of t h e  1927 s t y l e  crown. The I s l e  
of Man s t a r t e d  a Chris tmas crown fad i n  1.979 which l e d  t o  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  
des igned 50 p  c o i n s  d e s i g n a t e d  "Christmas". The Kingdom of  Tonga 
has a l s o  adopted t h e  i d e a  w i t h  a  Christmas pa'anga.  I s r a e l  produces 
Hanukkah c o i n s  and Panana h a s  a p o i n s e t t a  co in .  

Now, i f  we cou ld  on ly  c r e a t e  t h e  r i g h t  s p i r i t  t o  go w i t h  t h e  c o i n s ,  
perhaps t h e  c r a d l e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  J u d a i c  and I s l a m i c  f a i t h s  
might n o t  rock a s  v i o l e n t l y .  

11. Ken Jacobs  and E l i  Levine have produced an o u t s t a n d i n g  new book 
e n t i t l e d ,  "Coins of South Africa".  A review of i t , b y  D r .  Richard 
Biclwl  i n  t h e  Dec 1 4  i s s u e  of Coin World I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a t e s  ve ry  
empha t ica l ly :  

"To my knowledge, nowhere i n  the  world i s  t h e r e  o r  has  t h e r e  
Lcen a book on c o i n s  which can e q u a l  t h e  beauty and q u a l i t y  of t h i s  
one". 

'I  A glance  a t  t h e  t a b l e  of c o n t e n t s  r e v e a l s  a  foreword by E l i  
Levine, a  p r e f a c e  by Gerald  Hoberman, an h i s t o r i c a l  o u t l i n e  and an 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  by Ken Jacobs .  Then fo l lows  s t a t i s t i c a l  in fo rmat ion  and 
a superb photograph o f  t h e  obverse  and r e v e r s e  o f  each type  co in  e v e r  
minted i n  t h i s  coun t ry  from 1874 t o  t h e  present" .  

T h i s  R o l l s  Royce of numismatic p u b l i c a t i o n s  was developed from a  
complete 216 c o i n  t y p e  s e t  i n  "Mint" ( s i c )  c o n d i t i o n .  250 l e a t h e r -  
bound c o p i e s  wi l l .  s e l l  f o r  $305 each and 1000 s t a n d a r d  cop ies  f o r  $90 
each ( p l u s  $15 a i r  f r e i g h t ) .  They a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from The South Afr ican  
(;old Exchange, P.  0.  Box 10588, Johannesburg 2000, South A f r i c a .  

The NovemberfDecernber 1983 i s s u e  of Science and Mechanics ( p  41) has  a 
s h o r t  a r t i c l e  on a  new a c o u s t i c  microscope which "sees" through metal 
w i t h  sound waves a t  f r e q u e n c i e s  much h i g h e r  than  human h e a r i n g  
( a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  V.H.F. r ange ,  i .e .  100 MHz) .  Water, r a t h e r  t h a n  a i r  
i s  used a s  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  medium, and t h e  image i s  recorded as an 
c l c c t r o s t a t i c  p r i n t o u t .  A c l e a r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  obverse  
(Lincoln head) of a  US c e n t ,  recorded through t h e  r e v e r s e  of t h e  c o i n ,  
appears  w i t h  t h e  a r t i c l e .  

This  could p o s s i b l y  b e  an a i d  i n  c o u n t e r f e i t  d e t e c t i o n ,  i n  q u a l i t y  
assurance  and c o n t r o l  o f  l amina ted  c o i n  f l a n s ,  and i n  numismatic 
m e t a l l u r g i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  

I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know whether va ry ing  meta l  d e n s i t i e s  from a  
c o i i s  i n i t i a l  s t r i k i n g  a r e  d e t e c t a b l e  when a  c o i n  i s  used as t h e  p l a n c h e t  
f o r  a  second and d i f f e r e n t  co in .  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h i s  might have occur red  
wi th  Denmark's C47, 1 s k i l l i n g  of 1771, a l though '1 have n o t  d e t e c t e d  i t  
v i s u a l l y .  I t a l y ' s  use  of t h e  1894-1895 20 cen tes imi  as a p l a n c h e t  f o r  t h e  
newer des igned 20 c e n t e s i m i  of 1918-1920 would a l s o  prove i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a s  
would t h e  Chinese 10 cash p r o v i n c i a l  c o i n s  s t r u c k  on Korean 5-Fun c o i n s  
( f o r  fun?!) 



13. I am no t  s u r e  whether I am be ing  accused of i napp rop r i a t e  l e v i t y ,  o r  of 
h a v i n g  too  low a pe r spec t i ve  by impl ica t ion  pf t h i s  ca r toon  I 
rece ived  ( o r i g i n a l  sou rce  unknown). O r  could i t  be  t h a t  I unduly 
suggest  t h e r e  should be more app rec i a t i on  of t h e  majesty of  
numismatics?! I r e b u t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  jester no r  monarch have i d e a l  
v i s i o n  bu t  merely p lay  t h e i r  r o l e s .  This  is s u b t l e  s a t i r e  indeed. 
I would p r e f e r  more outspoken c r i t i c i s m ,  i f  t h a t  is what was intended.  

"See, things look a lot less funr~jl sittint tIlcrc, don't tiley?" 

14. J i m  Zagon, one of Ottawa's ou ts tanding  p r o f e s s i o n a l  photographers,  
r e cen t ly  had a  w e l l  r ece ived  and reviewed e x h i b i t i o n  of a  s e l e c t i o n  
of h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  a t  t he  Arch i t ec tu r a l  Bookstore. J i m  
does t h e  cover photographs f o r  t h e  Bank of Canada's monthly Review 
and has  c r ea t ed  t h e  o f f i c i a l  v i s u a l  record of t he  many thousands 
of  co in s ,  tokens and no t e s  i n  t h e  Bank's Currency Museum. 



DECEMBER 2 3 ,  1984 
CEN7RAL OTTAWA C O I N  SHOW 

R o x b o r o u g h  H o t e l ,  
D o w n t o w n .  C t t a w a ,  O n t a r i o  
10 a . m  t o  4 p . m .  

i n f o r m a t i o n . .  . . 
R. P a u l - N a d i n - D a v i s  
B o x  95, S tn .  n A v ,  
O t t a w a ,  O n t a r i o ,  
K I N  8 V 1  ( 6 1 3 - 2 3 5 - 1 9 1 6 .  

JANUARY 2 7 ,  1985 
CENTRAL OTTAWA C O I N  SHOW 

FEBRUARY 2 4 ,  1985 
CENTRAL OTTAWA C O I N  SHOW 

MARCH 31 ,  1985 
CENTRAL OTTAWA C O I N  SHOW 

A P R I L  2 8 ,  1985 
CENTRAL OTTAWA C O I N  SHOW 

MAY 26 ,  1985 
CENTRAL OTTAWA C O I N  SHOW 

J U N E  30, 1985 
CENTRAL OTTAWA C O I N  SHOW 

MARCH 9 ,  1985 
NORTH Y ORK C C I N  CLUB 
ANNUAL SPR-ING. SHOW 

~ o r t h  Y o r k  C o m m u n i t y  H a l l  
Y o n g e  S t ree t ,  N o r t h  Y o r k  , O n t  . 
9:300 a . m .  - 5:00 p . m .  

4 P P T L  19-21, 1985 
MAY 4 ,  1985  

THE STRATFORD COI OSUAWA & D I S T R I C T  CGINCLUB 

ANNUAL S P R I N G  SHOW 

OSHP-WA CENTRE 

S E P T E M B E R  28,  1985 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 1985 OSHAWA & E I S T R I C T  C O I N  CLUB 
2 5 t h  ANNIVERSARY C O I N  SHOW 

HOST CLUB 
0. N. A. CONVENTION 1975 For  i n f o r m a t i o n . .  . 

"Where Hospitality Began " B o x  2 1 2 ,  O s h a w a ,  O n t a r i o .  

HOST CLUB - O.N.A. CONVENTION - 1985 
OUR SILVER ANNIVERSARY 

"HOW SWEET IT IS" 

We hope  to see you then .  

I 

- I 

APRIL 21 - 28,1985 1 

"Numrsmatrcs: Open the Door With Books" 
General Co-ordinator: Mayor L.H. Scoop Lewry, P.O. Box 1982, 

Moose jaw, Saskatchewan Canada S6H 7N7 



Clad Coinage and Modern Rarities 
When a group of experienced collectors gather and begin 

spi>akiny in hushed tones about a great numismatic rarity. 
rhcy are probably discussing an 1804 silver dollar, a 1913 
Liberty Head nickel. a gold Brasher doubloon or any of the 
ilighpowered coins which. when sold, can be expected to 
bring $100.000 to $1 million and more. Yet, the term "rarity" 
does not have to be synonymous with "expensive" - there 
, r e  R number of coins struck since 1960 which can be consid- 
twd rare. 

These modem rarities are coins - seen in the light of an- ., 

~iual n~irlt~~yc~s of one billion pieces or more - which are 
~x)i)ular ;irnong collectors and investors because of their rela- 
tlve scarcity. And yet, with just a few exceptions, these mod- 
ern rarities arr available in quantities large enough to keep ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ $ t l l e  
i~rires rc~asol~at~ie and within the grasp of most collectors. striking a f  the ctcnon~ination 

Probably I l le  most famous of these modern rarities is the unnecessay. Howrvcmr. 
1072 Doubled Die cent, a coin produced in error with a Denver Mint specinlens wertJ 
wJely doubled image on the side bearing Lincoln's portrait, ~ ~ ~ , " p , f ~ ~ ~ h ~ e ~ 5 t ~ ~ ~ , ) d  to 
witl.1 two distinct yet overlapping images of the mottoes IN collectors, 
GOI') WE TRIIST. 1-IBERTY and the date. Several varieties 
,rrc, knowrl. ~il~houqh onlv tlie most extremclv doubled varietv 
I, c o ~ ~ s i d ~ ~ r i ~ ~ l  .I I I -LIC lnociern rarity. 

A sc?rond. wlciely sought-after modern rarity is 
Iit~riricdy Ii;\li dolls:. available only to those who t 
. I I  were lu(-I<v c.ntrugh to have purchased the 
1C)7!') IJ~lciri .~~l,~tt~d sets packaged and sold by 

l i l t .  U.S. Mint. No half dollars were struck that 
I t'dr for cir~ul,ltio~~. so collectors wanting to f i l l  a 
: I ,  ) I L >  in tIic111 8 ~ l l ~ u ~ n s  need the 1070.D coin. and 
: I L , L ? ~  tlie set. Mnny sets were broken up by col- 
lg*~tor '\lid dt>,ill~r '~likt.. and both the individual 
t., 1111 a~iki [ I I I C - I ~ ~ ~ L I I ~ ~ L ~ ~  set li~lsirable items. 

A s ~ ~ n ~ l n r  c>vc2~lt took place in 1973, when the 
O I I I V  c;lcitl F ' l~~l~~( lo l l~h i~~  and 1)eriver Eisenhower 
i1011,11.s ,IL~,III,IOI~~ \vcrrc ,ig,iin ptlckaycd in ll~icir 
~ . u l a r ~ d  sc.15 ststif by the Mint. The 4) percent 
51luc.l- 107:{ S I ' r r ~ o f  F.iscnlicrwer rlollar is even 
I I I O I L ,  dc~sir~~hlt'. ,111ti br~rlgs aniolig tlie highest 
1n-ic-c~ of an\ moderr1 rarity. I t  was sold by the 
Mint originc~lly lor $10. a price that outraged 
many collrc.rors at that time as being too high. 

The yenr 1000 was a good one for modern 
rnr~ties. Twtr di.;tinct var~eties of cents were 
struck tl1~11 wt2,1r. tlw scal.crest hiwing a Small 
[Lilt'. tlitl 1110~1 t - ~ r n i ~ i i ~ ~ n  Large Ilate: on the 
Snlali [)ate. ttic. upper t i ~ i l  (.I{ the digit (5 is rather 
i11ort o11(1 5t11l)l)~. ~ l l l i l t ~  1.)11 1111' LAI-~c '  Diittl the 
tail is lo11yc.r ' 1 ' 1 1 ~ ~  f 'r~)~~f lCAiO Small Date cent is 
tilr rarllsl. cil~lio:igli some collectors in the know 
,ire alw'lys 011 111e lookout for the variety which 
Itcars a I-ar!gt, I)atr stipcl.imposed over a S~nall 
I),ite o n  tht8 SLII I IC ,  tuin. 

Anotlit?r ~llu(lt.rn rarity thar is readily available 
10 the i.c-~llccttr~- ( > I  investor is the Bicentcnrlial 

Unplanr~rd. but not 
the 1970-D unwanted. is the 107ZDoubled 
lad foresight Die cent. an error coin which 

represents just one of the 
nialiv rnodern rlurnisrnahc 



What happened to this coin? 
Collectors saw a Proof set of 
the new Rice~~tennial coinage 
at the 1974 ANA convention. 
but the unmintmarked coins 
were apparentlv returned to 
the Mint and destroyed. 

quarter bearing the dual dates of 1776-1976 and struck <. 
the San Francisco Mint in 40 percent silver. Struck express1 
for collectors in Proof and Uncirculated versions. the coins art 
the only 40 percent silver quarters ever struck, and the onll 
silver quarters struck since 1964. 

Then there are the modern rarities that are less available 
and thus have higher prices. Since 1968, all Proof coins havg 
been struck bearing the S Mint mark representing the Pat 
Francisco Mint. However. during ccrtain years. some Prou 
coins were struck without the Mint marks. and intact sets ir 
which these coins appear are quite valuable. Among these, S 
less Proofs are 1968. 1970 and 1975 dirnc.s. and 1971 nicli 
els. However. since circulation strikes of all these coins ~ u t ~ r t  

struck with no Mint marks. care must be takt.11 in purchasin! 
any set puq~orting to contain one of tllc's,? r<tritic>s. 

The rarest two coins of the moclerri era. !lowever. are prllb 
ably the 1974 aluminum cent and the 1966 Proof Jeffer.;~>r 
nickel. 

In 1973, many thousands of trial al~rmi~~lrrn crnts cfall)t 
1974 were strlrck by the Mint because of the high coppt'l 
prices prevailing at the time. Howi>vrr. 1111% Mint did I I O I  

rec~ive Congressional iipproval to issue the t.oirls. and !no<: 
were melted down. However. 14 coin:, turned over to Co11 
gressional staff members disappeared. Some were eventuc~ll\ 
returned to the Mint for destruction: one wc!lt to the Smith.;,, 
nian Institution for posterity's sake. and the remaining few art 
still missing. They are illegal to own as well. 

The rarest of rare are the two 1966 Proof Jefferson nickel: 
struck in a year when no other Proof coins wcre produced 
These coins hear the FS initials of the coitl's designer. F r l : ~  
Schlag, which were added that year; one of tlie two coins wa.5 
presented to him, and remains in his estiitc: to this daw. 'TIIL. 
other was retained by the Mint. 

Other trial coins have breti struck irt the, Minl in recc>~ir 
years from time to time. These include triirl ,lllovs for tlir 
Lincoln cent. Eisenhower and Anthony ilollars. as wt4 nj  
possibly for tlie Frank Gasparro designed Flowing Hilir Liht-r 
ty.Flying Eagle design first proposed for. I ~ L ,  reduceci size do1 
lar coin. These are all rc-gclrdrd as govc.rnlncnt propc,rty ~ 1 1 1 1  

are illegal to own. 
There remain to be discussed the " l~hant~ i~n"  coins - (-oil:.; 

which were st]-LIC~ at the U.S. Mirit hut wliicll ,rrts unknown 111 

collections today. These include the 1064 silvc9r Pr'~ce cl~~ll,tr. 
struck at the Denver Mint in great quantities. but never rc 
leased to circulation and remelted. Also in this category ~ r r t *  

the unmintmarked silver Bicentennial Proofs struck ntii! 
'placed on display at the American Numismatic Associatirtl: 
convention in Miami in August. 1074. 

Other modern coins can claini the distinction of rarity. notti 
bly the many Proof only San Francisco issues struck since the 
resumption of Proof coinage in lC)h8. hut those nientionrcl 
above are the best known. Some are easily obtainable. sonlr 
may never reach anyone but tlie ricliest of collc~ctors. But t h c ~  
d o  prove that a coin doesn't have to be old t o  be rare. 



C39 This t le town Coin and Stamp Club 

The t hi st let own Coin and Stsmp Club h a s  'found a  new meeting 
 lace. It now meets i n  t h e  c a f e t e r i a  a t  This t le town Community 
School,  925 Albion Rd.  , j u s t  e a s t  of I s l i n g  Ave . i n  Rexd-ale. 

Now i n  i t s  20th y e a r ,  t h e  c lub  meets on t h e  seccnd Tuesday of 
each monkh between S e ~ t e n h e r  and June,  a t  7 p.m. Admission is  
f r e e  ar?d meet ings  a r e  Gpen t .o  t h e  ~ u b l i c .  

C59 I n g e r s o l l  Coin Club 

The I n g e r s o l l  Coin Club meets t h e  3rd Monday of each mcnth 
except  J u l y  & August i n  t h e  Sen ior  C i t i z e n  Room, Lion H a l l ,  

Thanes S t r e e t ,  South ,  I n g e r s o l l .  Mai l ing add re s s  is ,  T .  

Masters ,  823 Var? S t r e e t ,  London, Ontar io ,  
% + H C  It It 

C1 Waterloo Coin S o c i e t y  
The Waterloo Coin Soc i e ty  meets t h e  t h i r d  Tuesday of each 
maath, except  J u l y  acd August, i n  %.he Waterloo Pub l i c  l i b r a r y  
on the lower f l o o r ,  35 A lbe r t  S t r e e t ,  Waterloo, On ta r io  a t  
8  p.m. 

*)?"?B 

The fo l lowing  in format ion  i s  f o r  members and f r i e n d s  who w i l l  

v i s i t  t h e  Gulf Coast of Floriida t h i s  w i n t e r .  

Coin club meetings 
Clearwater Coin Club, secc,.ld 

and fourth Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Women's Gardell Club, N Fort Har- 
rison Avenue and Seminole Street, 
Clearwater. 

Gulfport Coin Club of St. Pe- 
tersburg Inc., fourth Friday, 7:30 
p.m., American Legion Hall, 1520 
Fourth St. N. 

Largo Coin Club, third 
Wednesday, 7:45 p.m., Freedom 
Savings and Loan Building, E Bay 
Drive at  Keene Plaza, Largo. 

St. Petersburg Coin Club, 
second Friday, 6 p.m. American Le- 
gion Hall, 1520 Fourth St. N. 

Sarasota Coin Club, third 
Monday, 7 p.m., United Federal 
Savings and Loan Building, 3550 
South Trail, Sarasota. 

Tampa Bay AINA Coin Club, 
third Monday, 7 p.m., Jewish Com- 
munity Center, 2808 Horatio St., 
Tampa. 

Tampa Coin Club, second 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Community 
Room of Tampa Bay Center, W Buf- 
falo Avenue, Tampa. 

West Pasco Coin Club, fourth 
Thursday, 7:15 p.m., Ellis Bank, U.S. 
19, New Port Richey. 

. . 
Changes or.aomrronslo.me Coin Club 
listings should be sent to Coins, 
Newsfeatures Department. St. 
Petersburg Times, P.O. Box 11 21, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 33731. 



1101.r?Iv3 - 2 L < ~ ~ ~  - S:;,iP - ni:Ch~i.Cr; - ~ l O i . ~ ~ t b  - '1 O l , f i l , a  

C f f e r i n c  > r a n t f o r d  ~ ~ . a c f . i c o l l s  L a i r y  ( c .  1930 j s e t  o f  f i v e  to. :ens,  for saRe 

of any Canadian  r:erchar,ts, 

a r y , e t c . u r a n t  County F o s t a l  H i s t o r y  Items,Victorian,adwardian a n d  George V 

pos tca rds . ,v :d l t ip les  w e l c o r ~ e  . l , O  dO0L);s ,iu0 C U L L & .  Cor respondence  i n v i t e d .  

IT'S TIME TO ADVERTISE! 

COST IS 
$2 - 0 0  PER MONTH.. 
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O N T A R I O  N U M I S M A T I C  A S S O C I A T I O N  FOUNDED 1964 

B O X  33. WATERLOO. O N T A R I O .  CANADA N2J  328 

0.N.A. LIBRARY SLIDE SETS OF THE AUDIO-VISUAL SERVICE 
$2.00 Fee each s e t  of s l i d e s  wi th  a p p l i c a t i o n  

A . V .  #B1 Romance of World Coins  
A . V .  #B2 Wampum t o  Decimal Coins i n  Canada 

Wampum Card Money and Coinage P a r t  1: 
of t h e  French Regime 

A . V .  #B3 "Wampum t o  Decimal Coins i n  Canada" 
P a r t  2 ;  The Tokens of Quebec 

A . V .  # ~ 4  "Wampum t o  Decimal Coins i n  Canadaw 
P a r t  3 -  The Bouquet Sous and a Few 

Upper Canada Tokens 
A . V .  #BS Coins of Roman B r i t a i n  
A . V .  #B7 What 's  My Coin - P a r t  1 For Less 

Experienced C o l l e c t o r s  
A . V .  #I37 What 's  My Coin - P a r t  2 For Advanced 

Numismatists 
A . V .  #B9 Canadian S i l v e r  D o l l a r s  
A . V .  #BLOCanadian F r a c t i o n a l  Currency 
A . V .  # ~ l l C a n a d i a n  Coat of A P m s  
A . V .  #B12~ampum t o  Decimal Coins  i n  Canada 

P a r t  4 :  Tokens of Nova S c o t i a  
N e w  Brunswick, P . E . I . ,  NewfoundIand 

A . V .  # ~ 1 3 ~ u n d y  I s l a n d  and World Famous Order -s 
P a r t  1 

A . V .  # 8 1 4 ~ h e  Eddystone ~ i ~ h t h o u s e  and World 
O r d e r ' s  - P a r t  2 

A .V.  # B l s ~ h e  Waitangi  Crown & Ye Olde Famous 
Cartwheel 

A . V .  # ~ 1 6 ~ a n a d i a n  Voyageur D o l l a r  
A . V .  #~17What Is My Coin - P a r t  3 
A . V .  #Bl80dd and Cur ious  Money 
A . V .  # ~ 1 9 " ~ e a f a r i n g "  Development of a Sh ip  
A . V .  #B20~anad ian  Coin Quiz P a r t  1 
A . V .  #B21coins of t h e  B ib l e  

A . V .  
A . V .  
A . V .  
A . V .  
A . V .  
A .V.  
A . V .  
A . V .  
A . V .  
A . V .  
A . V .  

# ~ 2 2 ~ o l l e c t i n g  Church ~ e d a l l i o n s  
NB23canadian Large Cents  
#B24canadian F ive  Cents  S i l v e r  
# B 2 5 ~ a r g e  Canadian F ive  Cent P i e c e s  
# ~ 2 6 ~ u m i s m a t i c  I t ems  
#B27~ukon Trad ing  Tokens 
# ~ 2 8 ~ e w f o u n d l a n d  Coinage 
# ~ 2 9 ~ t a t e  Medals of I s r a e l  
# ~ 3 0 ~ a n k  o f  Newfoundland Paper 
#B31Coinage of t h e  Martime Prov inces  
#B32Coin C o l l e c t i n g  Has Many F i e l d s  

Lloyd T .  Smith 

Lloyd T. Smith 

Lloyd T . Smi3ih 

Lloyd T. Smith 

Rod. Rekof s k i  

Rod. Rekof s k i  

Rod. Rekof s k i  
Wm.  Eng l i sh  
Wm. Eng l i sh  
David Ashe 

David Ashe 

David Ashe 

M r s .  C .  Pe lkey 
Lloyd T . Smith 
Lloyd T . Smith 
Alex L .  Munro 
David Ashe 
Lloyd D. Smith 

B . A . ,  B .D.  
Al len  Macnab 
Ki tchener  Coin Club 
B .C .  Num. S o c i e t y  
B . C .  N u n .  S o c i e t y  
B . C .  N u m .  S o c i e t y  
B . C .  Num. S o c i e t y  
B .C . Num ' S o c i e t y  

A r t .  Leff  
C.P*M*S.&C.N A .  
C . N . A .  

Lloyd T . Smith 
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A . v . # B ~ ~  Sto ry  Of S i l v e r  D o l l a r  W.E. P a t  Lambert 
A . v . # B ~ ~  Hear s t  C a s t l e  A M i l l i o n  A Year For 

50 Years  Chas. B .  L a i s t e r  
A.V.Ml01 The U l t ima t e  Achievement F r a n k l i n  ~ i n t  
A . V .  On Loan P a r t  ( 1 )  Grading of Coins By Cha r l t on  Numismatic 
A . V .  On Loan P a r t  ( 2 )  Grading of Coins By Cha r l t on  Numismatic 

0 . N . A .  A U D I O  - VISUAL SERVICE 

Chas. B. L a i s t e r ,  7 John Pound Rd; Hwy #3 T i l l s o n b u r g ,  O n t a r i o ,  
K 4 G  351. 

P l e a s e  Note: 
The above s l i d e s  may be o rdered  by a  O . M . A .  Member Club. 

o r  
Members th rough  t h e i r  Club o r  t h e i r  O . N . A .  Regional  D i r e c t o r .  

S S ~ Q W  I 

new sparkle ,, . - / - i ,i 
- 

Gold coin sales a r e  boaming a s  inves- 
tors seek a hedge against the possible 
return of inflation. 

Canada's Maple Leaf figures in the J . 
third quarter of this year a r e  believed to 
be 80% ahead of last year. Gold Maple Leaf coin sales surged 

And Krugerrand sales were up 55.2% 80% in the third quarter of this year. 
on the third quarter a year ago. low during the summer months yet manj  

The Krugerrand Gold Coin Centre in leading investment experts a r e  predict 
Toronto noted that the recent increase in a substantial rise in the near future. 
came a t  a time when sales of gold bullion koya l  Canadian Mial  director Jack 
have been flat. Julien believes uncertainty about  thc 

General  m a n a g e r  Chris t ine Yurke world's unsettled economy is pushing 
said: "The price of gold was relnt,ivel.y investors into gal! coins. - --- -- ---....--- - -- 



ONTARIO -NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

AUDIO-VISUAL SERVICES. 

"Application for use of Individual Set" 

Please read this form carefully, answer EVERYTHING and draw a line, ormark an "X" through all questions 
as applicable. 

1. The ................................................... No .................. 
(Name of Organization) (Please Print) (O.N. A. Number) 

requests the use of an O.N.A. Audio-visual set to be shown during 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .  whichisbeing 
(Name of occasion) (Please Print) 

conducted from.. . . . . . . . . .  am. /pm.  to  .......... am./pm. ...................... 
(day - month - year) 

at ........................................................................... 
(complete address of meeting place) (Please Print) 

The audio-visual preferred for this showing is entitled: 

Recorded Tape . . . . . .  or Cassette ....... 
In the event that this audio-visual is not available for this particular date, we: 

(a) Refer the altemative audio-visual : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SetNwnberAVB ............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(Name of audio-visual) 

Recorded Tape . . . . .  or Cassette ..... 
(b) Prefer a substitute to be made by the librarian in accordance with our past listing. 

............................................................................. 
(We are interested in Canadian) (General) 

The audio-visual requested on this form should be forwarded to: 

(a)TheCorrespondent .......................................................... 
(If applicable mark "XJ*) 

............................................................................ 
(address) (city (phone) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 .... ............................... 
(Date of Application) (Correspondent's Signature) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ................................... 
Service fee 5 2 00 with application Office held in Applicant's Club 


