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Replicas Of Obsolete Notes 
Create Major Problem 
For Numismatic Field 
Crllde Pieces Mean Tror~ble 
To Hobby-Money To Otliers 

By Ed Neuce 
Coin World 

Making flantiqued reproduct ionsf '  of obso le t e  paper money 

i s  b i g  bus iness  t o  some, bu t  t o  t h e  t r u e  numismatist such 

reproduct ions  a r e  s ickening ,  and d e s p i t e  t h e i r  crudeness  

t h e y  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f o o l  t h e  gene ra l  pub l i c  - p l u s  a  l o t  

of people i n  numismatics. 

Packets of "Confederate Currencyv reproduct ions  can be 

bought i n  v a r i e t y  s t o r e s ,  drug s t o r e s ,  a i r l i n e  and bus l i n e  

wa i t ing  rooms, e t c . ,  AND ( g e t  t h i s )  from some numismatic mus- 

eums AND through some numismatic newspaper advert isements .  

The l a t t e r  does not  i nc lude  Coin World, which has  a  pol-  

i c y  forb idding  t h e  acceptance of a d v e r t i s i n g  on such i tems .  

We have even seen packets  o f f e r e d  a t  co in  shows by a  few 

d e a l e r s  who apparent ly  a r e  not  aware of ( o r  d o n ' t  c a r e  about)  

t h e  problem. these  r e p l i c a s  make. I f  t h e  people who produce o r  

s e l l  numismatic r e p l i c a s  had t o  answer t h e  mai l  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  

them, they  might g i v e  another  thought before  producing o r  sel l-  
i n g  more such i tems.  

Nonnumismatic newsp'apers (and,  y e s ,  even some with numis- 

mat ic  l ean ings )  have seen fit t o  devote cons iderable  space t o  

applauding t h e  e f f o r t s  of one,rnanufacturer of paper money rep- 

l i c a s .  We cannot c o n t r o l  what o t h e r s  p r i n t ,  bu t  we can do some- 

t h i n g  t o  a l e r t  OUR READERS about t h e  danger t o  numismatics t h a t  

t h e s e  r e p l i c a s  r e p r e s e n t . .  . and we can po in t  ou t  some t h i n g  t o  



look f o r  when buying obsole te  paper money. I 
The danger i s  of course,  obvious, and it i s  not  confined I 

I 

t o  t h e  noncollector .  We receive  many l e t t e r s ,  with r e p l i c a s  I 
I 

enclosed, from coin  c o l l e c t o r s  who want u s  t o  g ive  them t h e  

approximate value of I f th i s  note which has  been i n  t h e  family 

f o r  many years ."  Who knows how much the se  c o l l e c t o r s  were . 

stuck f o r  t h e i r  "notes?" 

What makes our problem worse, i n  some cases ,  a s  with t h e  

r e p l i c a s  show i n  connection with t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  word "REPLICAw o r  wFACSIM~LEw or "REPRODUCTIONn does not 

appear on them. 

We urge our readers  t o  be espec ia l ly  caut ious  when pur- 

chasing obsolet  notes .  Know t h e  s e l l e r  and above a l l ,  obtain 

some knowledge about genuine obsolet  notes  before buying. 

Very r a r e l y  ( i f  ever)  was Confederate paper money ( o r  Co- 

l o n i a l )  made with parchment paper. S ignatures  were handsigned 

on t h e  ind iv idua l  notes  and i n  95 per cent  of t h e  cases  i n  brown 

ink.  

T H I S  REPLICA OF A ClEORdIA COLONIAL NOTE SHOULD FOOL 
NO ONE--BUT I T  DOES. 

SERIAL NUMBER ON ORIGINAL 
O R I G I N A L  NOTES WERE NOTES WAS PLACED BY HAND 
PRINTED ON T H I N  PAPER I N  BRO'fl INK. REPLICA 
AND NOT ON PARCHPlENT NOTE HAS REPRODUCED NWMBER 
NOR PAPER WORKED OVER 
TO RESEFBLE PARCHMENT 
AS ON T H E  

MAJOR POINT 
TO LOOK FOR 
IS THE DEW. 
ON ORIOINAL 

TOO SEVERE 
ON REPLICA. 

BLACKS A!?E 

S ~ G N A T U H Z S  ON QHIGINALS WE3E PLACED INDmIDUALLY 
BY HAND I N  BROWN INK. I T  IS VERY OBVIOUS THAT 
SIGNATURES ON RLPL1C.G ARE REPROWCTIONS. 



T H I S  REPLICA OF A $100 'STATE OF MISSISSIPFI"  NOTE W O W  BE QUICKLY SPOTTED AS A REPLICA 
BY MANY COLLECTORS, DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE ORIGIRAL WAS PRIN-PED I N  RED AND RUCK,  AND 
MOT JUST BLACK AS WAS TEE PIECE SHOWN HERE. HOWEVE~~ER. TLIE NON-INFORMED COULD BE. I N  PACT 
l B r  EASILY FWLED. 

DESXONS Om LIUPPOSED TO READ 'NO.' LIWIAL RO. ONCHAIGINO ON R E P L I C U  
REPLICA ~ Z T B ~  ~m EXTREHE BLACKNESS 

MKES READ110 I U M I S I B L E .  #= \ W I L E  EACH GENUINE NOTE 
TOO BLAOK. DIFFERENT SERIAL NUMBER. 
DFPAIL ROT 

I 

SIONATURIRES S- ARE DATEm WCEPT FOR 
Y HILB ORIGINAL NOTES Y W E  ALL 
RAND-SIONED IWDNIWIALLll AHD I N  
BROW IRK OY F oent OF ALL 
c OHFEDERA~E OR%RXERQTTATES 

ARB SO BLACK THEX BLOT O m  DESIOY REPRODIICED BY 
AND HOST LETTERINO PRINTINO P R W  M 

ISSUES. SHOWM HERB 

TRIS S L A C R E ~  S P ~  ORIOINALLY CARRIED mt u r n  OF THE PRINTER--AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY--~ur M 
REPLICAS TIlE HIIRTBR'S HAME I S  B L A C W  OVT. 



We have noted many d i f f e r e n c e s  between genuine no tes  

and t h e  "uniquew r e p l i c a s  i n  t h e  t e x t  appearing next  t o  

each r e p l i c a  shown. We have not  p ic tu red  a l l  t h e  r e p l i c a s ,  

but  t h e  same genera l  d i f f e r e n c e s  apply t o  o the r  r e p l i c a s  on 

t h e  market. 

Many numismatists have expressed concern over t h e  appear- 

ance of unmarked paper money r e p l i c a s  i n  such g r a e t  quan t i ty ,  

inc luding  George Wait, p res iden t  of t h e  Socie ty  of Paper 

Money @ o l l e c t o r s .  One numismatist,  J u l i u s  Weiss of Cleve- 

land ,  Ohio s e n t  Coin World an a r t i c l e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  and 

t h a t  a r t i c l e  appears  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  of The ONTARIO NUMISMATIST. 

Weiss a l s o  s e n t  a  packet of r e p l i c a s ,  enabl ing  u s  t o  note  d i f f -  

e rences  and make up t h e  accompanying photos. 

MMT OF THE REPLICAS BBIR) bPIERBb ARB PR1NT.m bll PAPER THAT X8 W O R m - O m  TO d I V B  LOOK OF BIIlb 
PARCBWHT PAPER. SELDOM, IP WAS. PARCEHWT PA- USBD II MKINO OEHUIliE IOTE3 

WAS BELIEVED THAT TEE HAIIDLSIOUR16 W HOTES WOVLD PREVENT O O ~ E R P B I T I N O .  PAPIZi U O m  EX- 
STATE THAT 5 par cant OF CONFEDERATE OR SOWKERM STATES PAP= IQTR.9 WERE SIONED I N  BROW! INK. 
PXAHINATIOI OF REPLICAS WILL REVEAL THE SIONATWES TO BE PRESS-FllRITgD COPIES AND NVI' ORIOIAAL. 

AS WITH TBE OTHER REPLICAS SHOW WITH T B I 9  REPORT, THE ONE REPRODUCED BELOW WAS PRINTE!D ON PAPER 
WIDE TO RESEHBLE PARCHMENT. ORIOINAL NOTES WERE PRINTED ON nucH THINNER PAPER VHICH DID NOT RES- 
EHBLE PARCHMENT I11 ANY MANNER. AOAIN 'BURNEJI EWES' AND mAOE-YELLOUED' APPEARANCE ARE TOO SEVERE. - 

ZN3RAVER IS NAPE 
"KExTIWE & BALL. RICHWONDO VA. 
APPEARS ON ORIGINAL NOTE, BUT HAS WAS SIGNED INDIVIDUALLY I N  BROWN INK. REkLICAS P M T l m E  
BEEN ELIIIINATED FROM REPLICAS. SIGIATURE3 REPRODUCED II 

EXTREm 
BLACKNESS 
ON REPLICAS* 
MAKES SANE 
EASY TO SPOT 
AS SUCH. 

DESIONS. FPC. 
ON ORIGINALS 
MUCH LIGHTETi 
WITH DETAIL 
VMY CLEAR.+ 

WEIGHT OF 
PAPER USED 
FCR ORIGINALS 
MUCH LIGHTER. 

A MAJOR POINT THAT SERVES AS AR IHHEDIATE ALFRT TO THE FACT THAT THIS REPLIEAS IS A REPLICA IS TXZ 
INK USED. ORIGIIIALS, WERE PRINTED WITH ORANGE AND BLACK INK----REPLICAS ARE A L L ~ C K .  

SERIAL 
NIJ?BERS 
SHOULD 
EE I N  
BROWN 

ON ALL 
ORIGIXAL 
NOTES 
WERE 
FR I ti~m 
BY HAND 
OllE AT 
A TIME 



'ToyS Or Replica Notes Resel~lble 
0rigirtu.l~ Enough To  Fool Novice 

By J u l i u s  Weiss 

Coin World 

A new s e t  of "Toys" i s  making t h e  rounds i n  t h e  form 

of "Unique Rep l i cas  of t h e  Or ig ina l  Currencyv i n  use  dur- 

i n g  t h e  Colonial  and Revolu t ionar t  per iods .  

This  currency i s  on s a l e  a t  dime s t o r e s  and t h e  informed 

c o l l e c t o r  should be a l e r t e d  t o  t h i s  m a t e r i a l .  The s t o r e  have 

every r i g h t  t o  se l l  such pulp which i s  packaged and l a b l e d  a s  

"Unique Repl icasv  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of each packet .  Each u n i t  

l ooks  somewhat l i k e  t h e  r e a l  t h i n g  and even though t h e y  a r e  

b i l l e d  a s  "Antiqued Reproductionsv t h a t  "Look Old and a c t u a l l y  

Fee l  Old" they  cannot alway be de tec t ed  by a  novice o r  embryo 

c o l l e c t o r .  

Anyone may purchase them, p l ace  them i n  some mud f a r  a  

Per iod  of t ime and pawn them of f  t o  unsuspec t ing  f o l k s  a s  or- 

i g i n a l s .  The o r i g i n a l  i t ems  a r e  r a r e  i n  most i n s t a n c e s .  

Repl icas  i n  t h e  packet resemble a  V i r g i n i a ,  1862, $100 

n o t e ;  a  Georgia $100 b i l l  from 1864; a  M i s s i s s i p p i  b i l l  from 

1862, and o t h e r s .  Th i s  s e t  of "Confederate Currencyn comes i n  

two s e t s ,  each s e t  c o n s i s t  of s i x  r e p l i c a  b i l l s  and s e l l s  f o r  

25 c e n t s  per  s e t .  l lColonial  and Revolutionary Currency 1773- 

178111 con ta ins  two sets of seven r e p l i c a s  each. The s e t  c o s t  

2 5  cen t s .  

Th i s  envelope ' con ta ins  r e p l i c a s  of t h e  18 s h i l l i n g s  no te  

from Pennsylvania of 1773, and 18 pence no te  from New J e r s e y  

(1776) p l u s  many o t h e r s .  
Severa l  people have shown s i m i l a r  r e p l i c a s  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  

no t  knowing t h a t  he a l r eady  knew about them, and t h e y  w e r e  t o l d  
t h e  "notesf1 have no va lue  - t h a t  i s  t o  c o l l e c t o r s .  Th i s  m a t e r i a l  
w i l l  cont inue t o  spread  and an informed numismatist should be 

a l e r t e d  t o  t h i s  t y p e  of toy .  



m w h  
Daily News, 

NEW YORK 

I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  2n unloading gold  co ins ,  you won't 
have any t r o u b l e  f i n d i n g  a  buyer. Why? Because gold  bugs 

apparent ly  wants t o  buy, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  U.S. 

Dealers  say t h e  U.S. gold  co in  market, which has  been 

dead f o r  a  yea r  and a  h a l f ,  i s  booming. lfEveryone i s  buy- 

i n g ,  everyone wants a p i e c e  of t h e  a c t i o n Y f 1  s a i d  Robert War- 

r ing ton ,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of Deak-Perera, an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n -  

vestment and banking f i rm.  "It ' s  been going ,on f o r  about 

t h r e e  weeks, s i n c e  t h e  end of August. 

The reason ,  d e a l e r s  s a y ,  i s  g o l d ' s  r ecen t  s p e c t a c u l a r  
rise from $296 an ounce i n  June t o  t h e  mid $400 range now. 
But not  a l l  i n v e s t o r s  a r e  impressed. l1Once t h e  p r i c e  went up 
we saw a  l o t  of s e l l i n g  i n  Europe and Hong Kong," s a i d  Mich- 

e a l  V i g i l  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Gold Corp., r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  South 

Afr ican  mining i n d u s t r y .  

ffIt was a  case  of t a k i n g  p r o f i t s .  The c o i n s  were then  

shipped over h e r e  a d  t h e  American s p e c u l a t o r s  have been 

buying them up. 

For t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  weeks, South Afr ican KP.ugerrands have 

been s e l l i n g  a t  f o u r  t imes  t h e i r  normal r a t e ,  s ays  a  spokes- 

man f o r  Manfra, Torde l l a  & Brooked, a  New York gold and sil- 

v e r  d e a l e r .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  one-ounce Krugerran.  h ighe r  s a l e s  a r e  

be ing  r epor t ed  f o r  o t h e r  go ld  co ins  inc lud ing  t h e  Canadian 

Maple Leaf and t h e  Mexican gold  peso. 

"The buying h a s  been l i k e  a  panic ,"  s a i d  Joseph Demarinis 

p res iden t  of S i n c l a i r -  Demarinis Coin Operat ions  i n  New York. 

"Gold co ins  a r e  being bought up by p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a d e r s ,  t h e  
wealthy and i n d i v i d u a l s .  What they  have i n  common i s  t h e y  a r e  
a l l  buying, no one i s  s e l l i n g . "  



Coin d e a l e r s  around t h e  country  r e p o r t e d  t h e  same con- 

d i t i o n s .  "For t h e  p a s t  two weeks, we have been s e l l i n g  more 

t h a n  200 c o i n s  a  day,"  s a i d  Richard Mar t in ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

San Diego Coin Exchange. ' 'Usually s e l l i n g  70 i s  cons idered  a  

b i g  day. 
John Ker r ,  who runs  a  co in  shop i n  New o r l e a n s ,  s a i d  he 

s o l d  15,000 ounces of go ld  c o i n s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  days of 

September. That compares t o  10,000 ounces s o l d  i n  a l l  of Aug- 

u s t , ' !  he  s a i d .  But i f  t h e  p r i c e  beg ins  t o  drop a g a i n ,  you 

might no t  be a b l e  t o  f i 'nd a  buyer .  

OCTOBER 3 1 s t . ,  1982 

S t r a t f o r d ,  On ta r io . .  . . . . . . . . . .  S t r a t f o r d  Coin C l u b ' s  

Annual Coin Show 

Kiwanas Club, Lakeside D r . ,  

S t r a t f o r d ,  Ontar io .  

NOVEMBER 6 t h . ,  1982 

Oshawa, On ta r io . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Oshawa & D i s t i c t  Coin C l u b ' s  

.22nd Annual Coin-A-Rama, 

Midtown Mall ,  John S t .  & Park Rd 

Oshawa, Ontar io .  
f o r  i n fo rma t ion . .  Box 212, Oshawa, Ontar io ,  L1H 7L1 

. . 

NOVEMBER 7 t h . ,  1982 ' 

Windsor, Ontar io .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Annual F a l l  Coin Show 

Knights  of Columus Hal l  

1140 Goyeau S t . ,  Windsor. 



NOVEMBER 19-21) 1982 

Toronto, Ontar io . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The 4 th  Toronto I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Coin F a i r  

Seaway Towers Hotel ,  

Lakeshore Blvd, W, Toronto. 

f o r  information. .  226 Queen S t . ,  W. 

Toronto, Ontario.  

SPRING 1983 

Peterborough, O n t a r i o . . . . . . . . .  . Ontario Numismatic Association 

21st Annual Convention. 

Rock Haven Hotel ,  Peterborough. 

J L  J L  \L V J C ) ,  >L>L>L J L > I  >L JJ 
,< ,\ 7, 7 i  8 ,  ,i ,\ ,, 8 ,  ,, ,r ,, ,: 

Association News: 

ATTENTION TO ALL O . N . A .  MEMBERS, CLUBS ETC. 

I n  order  f o r  me t o  update t h e  Ontario Numismatist, Iam 

asking you f o r  your he lp ,  t o  supply me with your news i n f o r -  

mation, show d a t e s  e t c  no l a t e r  than  t h e  15th of t h e  month 

prceeding t h e  next pub l i ca t ion  i s sue .  (example= January 1983, 

DEADLINE DATE would be DECEBER-'15,1982.) a r t i c l e s  received 

a f t e r  t h e  15th of t h e  month, they  w i l l  be publ ished i n  t h e  

fol lowing i s s u e .  

Thank you f o r  *your support .  

Bruce R .  Watt 

O . N . A .  Ed i to r ,  

1153 Northridge S t r e e t ,  

Oshawa, Ontario,  



1 1 1  Keep t h a t  C L U B  NEWS coming in, fo lks . . .  

INGERSOLL COIN CLUB C59 

The September meeting of t h e  I n g e r s o l l  Coin Club was 

h e l d  on Monday, September 20th,  1982, a t  8:00 P.M., Senior  

C i t i z e n s  Room, Lions H a l l  Thames S t r e e t ,  South. 

Pres ident  Tom Masters cha i r ed  t h e  meeting and made no te  

t h a t  t h e  c o s t  of membership f o r  t h e  remaining of 1982 would 

be $1.50. 

A d i scuss ion  c e n t r e d  around t h e  "Two Day Coin C o l l e c t o r s  

Coursev o f f e r e d  by John Regitko a t  S t r a t f o r d  on November 6  

and 1 3 t h )  a t  a  c o s t  of $10.00 f o r  s u p p l i e s  and room r e n t .  

A d i scuss ion  was h e l d  on t h e  1983 membership dues,  and 

a  purposal  was made of :  

Regular membership $4.00 

Husband & Wife $5-00 

Family $6.00 

J u n i o r  $1.50 

It was noted t h a t  t h e  Christmas   re) Banquet would be 

h e l d  on November 15th ,  1982. 

S t e l l a  Hodge, Velma McGinnis and F ranc i s  Hollingshead 

served  t h e  refreshments .  

The feakure  f o r  t h e  evening was a  C . N . A .  s l i d e  p resen t -  

a t i o n  showing t h e  paper money produced by t h e  Union Bank and 

t h e  Commercial ~ a n k  of Newfoundland. 

A success fu l  40 l o t  auc t ion  concluded t h e  evening. 



WATERLOO C O I N  SOCIETY C1 

On September 2 1 s t ,  1982, a t  8:00 P.M. t h e  Waterloo Coin 

S o c i e t y  h e l d  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  c o i n  meeting a t  t h e  Waterloo pub- 

l i c  L ib ra ry ,  35 A l b e r t  S t r e e t .  

The speaker  f o r  t h e  evening was Paul  Johnson of Toronto,  

C . N . A .  On ta r io  D i r e c t o r .  H i s  t o p i c  was C o l l e c t i n g  Numismatic 

L i t e r a t u r e .  

A 20 l o t  a u c t i o n  was h e l d  a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  meet ing. .  

MARKHAM VILJ,AGE C O I N  CLUB 

The meeting was h e l d  a t  t h e  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  House, Mark- 

ham, Ontar io ,  September 14 th ,  1982, 8:25 P.M. 

There were 11 a d u l t s  p r e s e n t  t o  John Regi tko  speak on 

Photographing your  c o i n s  and c o l l e c t a b l e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  p u t  a motion t o  t h e  f l o o r  t h a t  t h e  c l u b  l o g o  be 

of t h e  same des ign  a s  t h e  t a i l  s i d e  of t h e  1981 S i l v e r  Do l l a r  

wi th  t h e  Locomotive t o  r ead  M.V.C.C.  founded 1981. No o b j e c t i o n s  

were r a i s e d  and hence t h e  motion was c a r r i e d .  

P e t e r  E a r l  was vo ted  Recording S e c r e t a r y  and Albe r t  Kasman 

a s  E d i t o r .  

The meeting was adjourned a t  10:15 P.M: Thr November- meeting 

w i l l  be  h e l d  on November 9 t h ,  1982 a t  7:30 P.M. 




