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THE ONTARIO NUMISMATIST Is published by the Ontario
Numismatic Association. The publication can be obtained with
membership in one of the following categories: Regular
Membership $5.00 annually. Husband and Wife (one journal) $7.00
annually. Junior (up to 18) $3.00 annually. Club Membership $10.00
annually. Life Memberships available for $50.00 after 3 years of
regular membership.

Remittances payable to the Ontarlo Numismatic Assoclation, P.O.
Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario. N2J 3Z6.

Authorized second class mail by the Post Office Department,
Ottawa, and for payment of postage in cash.
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CONVENTION
PROGRAM
OTTAWA, ONTARTIO

MAY

Fri
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Sat.
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Sun

Sun:

Sun.

There will be other tours available as well other

meetings and get to gethers through the three days

23 tb MAY 25
11:00 A.M Opening

2:30 P.M Royal CDN Mint tour

2:00 & 4:00 P.M. Bank of Canada Museum
4:15 P.M. Rideau Hall Tour

0:00 P.M. Wine & Cheese Party

9:00 A.M. Opening
10:30 A.M. General Membership Meeting

3:00 P.M. Bus Tour of Ottawa.
: .M. d
4:00 P.M. Wooden Money Collectors ggghgg
7:00 P.M. Banquet
0:00 A.M. Delegates Breakfast

11:00 A.M. Rideau River Boat tour.
5:00 P.M. Convention Closes.

There will be fun for the entire family, so plan to come



GUEST SPEAKERS

BANQUET ... MAJOR SHELDON S. CARROL
Curator
National Collection
Bank of Canada, Ottawa.
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DELEGATES BREAKFAST ... JACK VEFFER
President
Canadian Numismatic Association

Toronto.



PRE-REGISTRATION 6
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(Each person 11 years of age or over must register separately)

MAMIScatias § 5 3@es o 4 & 5 o ssmase Sipa B atmesmalmiere ) X it ONA. NOT .. o » cpncavndamw % » v e
ADDRESSSE « » » siswmwsns 5 0 % owiswss S e R SR SRR A il e
CLTY R v s & o sravereaas S R el S & & Al oli B & Weietela BOSTAL CODES veivwe i B aaiereie
Are you an ONA Club Representative? Yes ..... NG . wwisim
(If yes, state name Of Club) v vvveiroteneesnennoeeseenooeansnsenes ‘& weEaTe
Are you an ONA District Representative? Yes .e NO “wolaten
(If yes state District)....... E AR RARR & e 7 susner e ol burdot ey A
Are you a past ONA Official? TE S50, POSLEIONS cenns « ¢ ¢ snwecemas s @ o ——
Registration (Ribbons, program & 3 days entrance) ¥ 2 sowvasnses
ONA Wine & Cheese Party Fri. 9:00 PM Three tickets $ 6.00 ......000.
ONA Banguet Sat. 7:00 PM (Incl. Provincial 10% Tax

and 15% Gratuity) Edl. Bl5.08 .ivsewees
ONA Bronze Medal ($15.00 + $1.05 Tax) Ea:. $16.05 .ieevwnasns
ONA Bronze with Antique Silver finish Medal

($17.50 + $1.23 Tax) $18.73 .econ wie % % &
Tour - Bank of Canada Museum Fri. 2 PM & 4 PM No charge
Tour - Royal CDN Mint Fri. 2:30 PM - Transportation ¥ 180 scsivwvwas .
Tour - Ladies - Rideau Hall Fri. 4:15 PM - Trans'n $ 1.00 .ccecoamnse
Tour - Ottawa = Picadilly Bus Sat. 3:00 PM Ed. @ 5.50 <ivewnwens
Tour - Rideau River Boat Sun. 11:00 AM Bas $ 4.80 ssesnoness

NOTE: The above two tours and various other tours will likely
be available at above prices and at various hours without
reservatiocn.

Cheque NO...:veweon-w- B/NOwuws s s & ssielee MO saraae s s 5 +CASHL 5 5 8 v wew e

Please make your cheque payable to: O.N.A. 18th Annual Convention Committee

Please mail to: O.N.A. Convention Committee
P.O. Box 6094
Station J
Ottawa Ontario
K2A 1T2
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Give Us
a Hand

FORGET TO SELL YOUR BOOK OF O.N.A. DRAW TICKETS.
FREE TTCKETS AND YQUR CLUB CAN PICK UP A
FOR EACH BOOK THAT IS SOLD.

DON'T
You GeT 2
S2 .00 BONUS

RETURN YOUR SOLD BOOKS AND MONEY TO THE DRAW CHAIRMAN
KEN WILMOT, BOX 76, SEBRINGVILLE, ONTARIO, NOK 1XO.
OR

BRING

CURRENT CURRENCIES ?Hg
Foreign Exchange banknote and travellers cheque selling rates
supplied by Deak Canada Lid. All currencies in relation to the Canadian Dollar.
Australia Dollar 1.3650 Jamaica P Dollar .67
T/C 1.3620 Japan Yen .00520
Austria Schilling .0960 T/C .00515
Bahamas R Dollar 1.19 Mexico Peso .0545
Brbados Dollar .61 Netherlands Guilder .6195
Belgium Franc .0430 T/C .6135
Bermuda Dollar 1.19 New Zealand R Dollar 1.21
Brazil Cruzeiro .0285 Norway - R Krone 2495
Colombia R Peso .0320 | Portugal R Escudo .0280
Denmark Kroner .2185 T/C .0270
East Caribbean  Dollar 46 South Africa Rand 1.47
France Franc .2935 | Spain R Peseta .0184
T/C .2910 T/C .0182
Germany Mark .6835 Sweden R Krona .2905
_T/C .6770 | Switzerland Franc .7385
Greece R Drachma .0325 T/C .7315
Hong Kong Dollar .2565 United Kingdom Pound 2.7250
T/C .2540 T/C 2.7225
itay R Lira .00150 | United States Dollar 1.1950
T/C .00149 T/C 1.1940
R indicates some restriction regarding importation of local banknotes.
P indicates importation of local currency is prohibited

THEM TO OTTAWA WITH YCU.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE CLUBS

NORTH YORK COIN CLUB C74

On March 25th; was the 223rd: meeting of the North York
Coin Club. The feature of this meeting was C.N.A. Night, Jack
Veffer, President of the C.N.A. was one of the guest speakers.
Jack exsplained in capsule form some of the activities of the
C.N.A.

There was a film quiz presented by the C.N.A. 1st Vice
President, John Regitko. The questions seemed simple, but it
was a surprise how many that were not answered.

Paul Johnson, the 2nd; Vice President of the C.N.A. &
Chairman of the Toronto Districk Coin Week of Canada Committee
gave a report on the progress of the activities of the project.

Mrs Beatty served the refreshments at the end of the very
enteresting evening.

The lucky draw winners were: Dan Bowyer, Henry Burke,
Frank Dennis, Jim Donaldson & Fred Jewett.

A Coin Auction was conducted by Glen Williams assisted
by Basil Latham.
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WATERLOO COIN SOCTIETY C1

On March 18th; 1980 the Waterloo Coin Society met at the
Waterloo Public Library, lower floor, 35 Albert Street, waterloo,
with 36 members and guest present. This was their biggest turn-
out in many months.

Prize winners for the evening were as follows: .

(a) 8 o'clock Draw - Paul Miller, $1.00 for being on time.

(b) Feature Draw:

st prize Bert Dortmans
2nd prize Joan Gordon
3rd prize wWilf Erb

Bill Gordon, 0.N.A. and Club Director of the O0.N.A. up
coming convention in Ottawa on May 23-25. He asked the members
to prepare a display for the convention , and also reminded
the members to sell the 0.N.A. Draw Tickets. for every book
sold the club will receive $2.00.
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CHAMPLAIN COIN CLUB C21

The March meeting was held at 6th; of March, at St.
David's Anglican Church, Orillia, at 8:00 P.M. There were 23
members present, who enjoyed a presentation of slides and a
display on Historical Tokens by Ray Gregory.

The 50-50 draw was won by Mrs Hilkens, the 0ld Coin
Box won by Ray Rutherford and Bryon Booth was the lucky member
to guess the closest number of coins in a jar.

THISTLETOWN COIN & STAMP CLUB C39

The monthly meeting of the Thistletown Coin & Stamp
Club was held on April 8thj; 1980, at the Etobicoke Public
Library at 8:00 P.M.

This meeting was a birthday party. a special cake was
served and Al Kasman and his helpers made the coffee and re-
freshments to make it a successful party. Ken Pepper chaired
the meeting for Bob Rook who was ill.

Bruce R. Watt President of the Ontario Numismatic
Association was presented a Permanent Honorary Member by
Ken Pepper.

CANADTAN ASSOCIATION of WOODEN MONEY COLLECTORS C83

The Canadian Association of Wooden Money Collectors
will present an award shaped of the Orovince of Ontario to
the top exhibitor in the wooden money category at the Ontario
Numismatic Association Convention in Ottawa.
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FFORT McMURRAY COIN & STAMP CLUB

Thr Fort McMurray Coin & Stamp Club was founded in 1978
Ed "Tony" gordon with 14 other coin and stamp collectors
present. After one full year of operation the grew to 46
members.

At the present time the club is taping 13 shows on
one half hour bases, for a local cable T.V. The members act
as their own camera men, floor director, lighting and audio
technicians as well stars of the show. They design their own
back drop and studio set. )
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At the present time the membership is raising money
to purchase their own tapes, once this is done they hope to
make them available to other clubs, who wish to use them in
their educational program.

Should anyone like to visit the club this summer, they

meet 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Kinsmen Centre,
south Franklin Ave, which is the main street of Fort McMurry.

The mailing address:

Fort McMurray Coin & Stamp Club
Box 8175,

Clearwater Postal Station,

Fort McMurray, Alberta,

T9H 3J1

ML NE AL NS L NN L NL ML ML NE ML AL ML AL AL
FANr LT L T L T L L L D S L e S i

!
CITY of OTTAW COIN CLUB C19

The 143rd meeting of the City of Ottawa Coin Club was
held at the War Museum on February 25, 1980, with 36 members
and 6 guests in attendance.

The meetin was called to order by the President, Al
Cockrem who advise the members of the passing of Charles W.
Downie on February 24th:; 1980. In recongnition of the late
Mr. Downie's service to the club over a number of years, the
President introduced Mr Ken Hooles, President of the Pembroke
Centennial Coin Club, who was given a hearty welcome by the
members. A cordial welcome was also extended to 'the Ottawa
members to attend the Pembroke club meeting.

The door prize was won by Mark Wylee and the 50-50
Draw by Ray Kelly.

LR L. LS. T LA T T T T T, T T . T
T T T T T T T e S e

No Monkey business Here!




61

BEISTORY © MP, ALBION

PART TWO
Continued from the April issue of the 0.N.A. Numismatist.
By .... Bruce R. Watt, 0.N.A. President.

THE GAS

Possibly the first natual gas in the Hamilton area,
was at Mount Albion, when the mill was built. Two Irishmen
were quarrying rock for the wheel pit, when one stopped in a
corner to light his pipe. The match ignited the gas which
flared up, singeing his hair, whiskers and clothing. He was
terribly frightened and shouted, " Mike, we've broke through
to the infernal regions, and the devil is after us for sure.
May all the saints preserve us!"

The gas was used for lighting the Mill for 100 years.
A flame, 16 inches long burned night and day from the end of
an iron pipe. It came from the base of the wheel pit 30 feet
below. The odor was unpleasant and wherever it was used, it
took the colour out of the sale bills or the wall paper in a
short time. Tt is sulphur gas, only found in this region in
small quantities and of no commercial value. At low water, it
is seen in the creek bed bubbling up through the water, and
can be 1lit with a match,

There was little or no natural or manufactured gas
in Canada at this time. Half a mile down the creek was a
spring, a flame of two feet high was burning on a pool of
water. Tt attracted many people at this time. A near by hotel
supplied their wants for food, drink and shelter. The stone
foundation was there in my childhood days. Close to the spring
group of oil and gas men, from Bradford, Penn. in 1884 drilled
an eight inch hole 1700 feet deep, but all Messer. Emerson and
Haymakers got for their money was .exertence, a.smell of gas,  and
a taste of salt. Where the adjacent cr~ek crossed Barton Street
three miles east of the city there was a salt works farm. Here
salt was found in early days, but the qguantity was small and
the work was given up.
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THE STOREHOUSE

This building, well constructed in the distant past,
has had a variety of uses. In my childhood days it was a nice
dwelling and restaurant, owned and operated by a Mr. Oliver
Carpenter and his capable wife and daughter. The property in-
cludes the house, the mill dam, the creek and the hill fields
beyond, in all, 15 acres.

This storehouse, as it was long called, was built and
used for hop kiln. Hops were grown where the city Parks Board
now have a fine grove of Scotch Pine trees, The hops were
dried on the lattice and jute covered floor of the second
story, over wood fires in a big iron stove below. They were
then pressed into bales and sold to the brewers for the making
of beer.

A mile down the valley was the Ine Vale Farm, part of
which is now the Glendale Golf Club course, where hops were
produced on a large scale. The vines were grown in hills and
grew up cedar poles twelve feet high, where they formed large
fluffy clusters of hops. Picking was done every year in late
August, by a hand of forty or more Indians, men, women and
children in picturesque garb from the Six Nation Reserve on
the Grand river near Caledonia. They camped on the farm for
nearly a month. Their earnings for thw time were fifty cents
to one dollar a day. Each year the braves gave a tribal dance
and every night dancing was held on the floor of the hop house.
Young white men would come and dance with the dusky maidens.
Thus, for the pickers, it was hops night and day.

In a big law suit over the failure of a brewing com-
pany in Hamilton, one lawyer said "we had hopes", when a
rival lawyer shouted "What you needed was hops".

THE FALLS

Albion Falls is an interesting and moving sight in
March or April when it is in flood or "Spare" as the Scots
would say.

The stream has its source in a fine spring at Rymal
Station, not far distant. A branch of this creek comes from
near Barton Stone Church. The area drained is around a thou-
sand acres. The waterfall is not vertical nor so high as the
adjacent Ingles or Buttermilk Falls, that receives its water
from the Mt. Hamilton districk. The thick ledge of rock on
which the water falls is Niagara Lime Stone and underlies
the whole country. It is over this ledge that Niagara pours its
torrent of water,
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Rumours says that lightning struck and shattered this
table rock, and hugh pieces of it many feet thick are scattered
in the channel below. Doubtless the elements, heat and cold,
frost and water have contributed to this end.

In the mill dam above, now partially filled with silt,
ice was cut in the winter, and the summer brought boating and
bathing. Each spring, when the water is high, river fish or
suckers, in large numbers come up from the bay to the foot of
the falls, to spawn. When the water recedes, men and boys catch
them with dip nets, spears and even with their hands. These fish
are from twelve to sixteen inches long. The flesh is white, very
soft and filled with bones. However they have been cleaned,
smoked and stored for use by the settlers. The traveller who
Knew this region in its early days and visits it now, sees
many changes in all the babbling brook. To him the words of
Tennyson ring true:

"Men may come and men may go
But T go on forever'",

THE LOVER'S LEAP

Opposite the falls, only a very short distance, there
is a perpendicular wall of rock one hundred feet high. this is
now partially obscured by tall trees that have grown up from
the bottom of the gorge. It was from this high point that Jane
Reilly, disappointed in love with Joseph Rousseau, flung her-
self. Hence the name " LOVERS LEAP ". The time was probably
the first of the last century. this story has been accepted as
true by residents for three generations. .

In recent years there was a fatal accident to a young
girl when a pick-up truck left the road, went through the
fence, and plunged into the valley below. This tragedy was only
a few yards from Lover's Leap.

Earlier, in 1907, the miller, Mr. Robert Grassie, my
great uncle, a very fine man in character and conduct, met his
death by a fall in the wheel pit of the mill, with his passing,
the milling business came to an end for all time.
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THE CASTLE

On the hill above and south of the falls, Mr. Wm. Cook
a Scotsman and the Welland Canal contractor, about 1840, built
a five story stone castle that had fourteen fire places. Ten acres
of park lands surrounded the house. There were walls, arbours,
pergolas and many kinds of shrubs, fruit and ornamented trees.
Two small lakes, each about an acre in extent, connected by a
channel and fringed by willow trees, were constructed for boating.

The estate covered four hundred acres of virgin forest
and was situated at the cross-roads of four townshipsj; Saltfleet,
Barton, Binbrook and Glanford. There was a stream of fine spring
water, a lime kiln and a salt-lick where wild deer came. Huge barns
were erected for farming on a large scale. The home was supplied
with domestic water by a hydraulic ran pumping from a spring on
the side of the ravine three hundred yards distance. This spring
has never failed and is used by many persons today.

On thisproperty, at an early date, probably 1817, there
was a large house used by British soldiers as a barracks. The spot
was marked for many years by the tall white chimney of the former
building.

This castle commanded a wide range of vision in every
direction of rolling hills and waving trees. It stood high above
the ravine, now the King's Forest, and gave a wonderful view of a
widening valley, Lake Ontario and Burlington Bay.

Time changes all things. In the 1870's the owner died,
fire destroyed the barns, the castle was pulled down and the estate
lost to the family.

Today, in 1980, all that remains on this show place, are
the two little lakes already described.

THE GHOST STORIES

Half a mile down the valley from Albion Falls, two streams
join, one from Buttermilk Falls and the other from the Mill Falls,
as it was called. Below this point, in days far distant, there was
a dam and primitive saw-mill. In a quarrel among the workmen, a man
was killed: for fifty years thereafter, his home near-by was said
to be haunted. The ghost was frequently reported as seen roaming
around the house, flitting through the woods, hovering over the
stream, and travelling the roads. years later a wood cutter living
in this house spent the day drinking at the Black Horse Tavern at
Mt. Albion.
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In his absence other men killed a pig for home use, to
dress it, they hung it in a tree near their dwelling. This custom
is followed to this day. When the tipsy man returned at midnight
he saw the ghost, so often heard of, standing under a tree; he
was well fortified with spirit and feared not dogs or demons,
spooks or banshees. Marching right up to the ghost, he struck it
a heavy blow with his fist and broke his right arm.

So endith the first lesson in ghost stories, of the good
old days.

THE PHANTOM TRAIN

At Hannon, a village not far west and south of the Falls,
in St. Georges Anglican Cementery, a man named Thomas Fnglish was
buried in 1876. He was a trackman and while walking on the rail-
way at night, was killed by a passing train. For half a century
afterw on summer nights, the lights of the ghost or phantom train
that killed Tom English, could be seen moving along the railway
line. The residents were quite accustomed to these lights, it was
simply the ghost train. My father stated, he dad seen these lights
many times in his boyhood.

Now for the cause of this phenomenon. Where this tragedy
occurred the railway crossed a depression in the terrain and a
large swamp along the twenty mile creek. This bog filled with
decaying vegetable matter and rotting timbers gave rise to a gas,
known as jack-o-lantern or willow-the-wisp. This marsh ga&s in balls
or globulos, not unlike toy balloons, became luminous in the warm
summer night air and was blown by the prevailing south-west winds
along the railway line, giving the appearance, at a distance, of
the head light of a locomotive and other lights of a train. The de-
ception was remarkable. Today there is no swamp, no woods, no decay-
ing vegetation, no ghosts and no phantom train.

So endeth the second lesson in things that are not what
they appear to be. Ma you all sleep in peace this night and wake
in joy.
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THE END
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SROW AND
SOURSE

MAY 23rd; to 25th; 1980
OTTAWA, ONTARIO,....

ONTARTIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION'S
18th; Annual Convention
Downtown Holiday Inn Tower

100 Kent Street, Ottawa, Ontario.

HOST CLUB .... CITY of OTTAWA COIN CLUB
P.0. Box 6094, Sta; "J"

Ottawa, Ontario.

JUNE 21st; 1980
CANNINGTON, ONTARIO,.....

VICTORTA SIMCOE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION
21st: Annual Coin Show and Banquet
Cannington, Community Centre

For information - .. Elmer Workman
Cannington, Ontario,
LOE 1EO
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JUNE 20th: 1980

BRANTFORD, ONTARIO,.......
BRANTFORD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY'S
20th: Anniversary Coin Show

Brantford & District Civic Centre, Auditorium

For information ... John Barchino
P.0. Box 953
Bratford, Ontario,
N3T 5S1



