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O . N . A .  

CONVENTION 

PROGRAM 

OTTAWA, ONTARI  

MAY 23 t b  MAY 

F r i  11:OO A.M 

F r i  2:30 P.M 

F r i  2:00 & 4: 

F r i  4 :  15 P.M. 

F r i  9:00 P.M. 

Sat.9:OO A.M.  
S a t  10:30 A . M  

Snt.3:OO P.M. 

S a t  4:00 P.M. 

S a t  7 :00 P.M. 

Sun 9:00 A . M .  

S u n : l l : 0 0  A . M  

Sun. 5:00 P.M 

There w i l l  b  

mee t ings  and 

0 

2 5 
Opening 

Royal CDN Mint t o u r  

00 P.M. Bank of Canada Museum 

Rideau H a l l  Tour 

Wine & Cheese P a r t y  

Opening 
. General  Membership Meeting 

Bus Tour of Ottawa. 

Wooden Money C o l l e c t o r s  

Banquet 

De lega tes  B r e a k f a s t  

. Rideau R ive r  Boat t o u r .  

. Convention C lose s .  

e  o t h e r  t o u r s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  w e l l  o t h e r  

g e t  t o  g e t h e r s  th rough  t h e  t h r e e  days 

There w i l l  be  fun  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  f ami ly ,  s o  p l an  t o  come 



GUEST SPEAKERS 

BANQUET . . .  M A J O R  SHELDON S .  CARROL 
Cura to r  

Na t i ona l  C o l l e c t i o n  
Bank of Canada, Ottawa. 

DELEGATES BREAKFAST . . .  
J A C K  VEFFER 

P r e s i d e n t  

Canadian Numismatic Assoc i a t i on  

Toronto .  



( E a c h  p e r s o n  11 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o v e r  m u s t  r e g i s t e r  s e p a r a t e l y )  

NALW .........................,................ONA N O : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . - - .* . -*- . - - - . . - - -  
............ CITY: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P O S T A L  CODE:. 

..... A r e  y o u  a n  ONA C l u b  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ?  Y e s  N o  ..... 
( I f  y e s ,  s t a t e  name o f  C l u b )  .......................................... 

A r e  y o u  a n  ONA D i s t r i c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ?  Y e s  .... No ..... 
( I f  y e s  s t a te  D i s t r i c t )  ............................................... 
Are  y o u  a p a s t  ONA O f f i c i a l ?  I f  s o ,  P o s i t i o n :  ..................... 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  ( R i b b o n s ,  p r o y r a m  & 3 clays e n t r a n c e )  $ 2 .00  .......... 
ONA Wine & C h e e s e  P a r t y  F r i .  9 :00 PM T h r e e  t i c k e t s  $ 6.00 .......... 
ONA B a n q u e t  S a t .  7:00 PM ( I n c l .  P r o v i n c i a l  1 0 %  Tax  

a n d  1 5 %  G r a t u i t y !  G a .  $15 . O O  .......... 
ONA B r o n z e  Medal  ( $ 1 5 . 0 0  + $ 1 . 0 5  Tax)  E a .  $ 1 6 . 0 5  .......... 
ONA B r o n z e  w i t h  A n t i q u e  S i l v e r  f i n i s h  Pledal  

( $ 1 7 . 5 0  + $ 1 . 2 3  Tax)  

T o u r  - Bank o f  Canada  Museum F r i .  2  PM & 4 PM N o  c h a r g e  

.......... T o u r  - R o y a l  CDN M i n t  F r i .  2 :30  PM - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  $ 1 . 0 0  

.......... T o u r  - L a d i e s  - R i d e a u  H a l l  F r i .  4:15 PM - T r a n s ' n  $ 1 . 0 0  

.......... T o u r  - O t t a w a  - P i c a d i l l y  Bus  S a t .  3:00 PM E a .  $ 5 . 5 0  

T o u r  - R i d e a u  River B o a t  Sun .  1 1 : O O  AM E a .  $ 4.50 .......... 
NOTE: The a b o v e  t w o  t o u r s  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t o u r s  w i l l  l i k e l y  

b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a b o v e  p r i c e s  a n d  a t  v a r i o u s  h o u r s  w i t h o u t  
r e s e r v a t i o n .  

............ ............ .......... .......... Cheque  N o  B/No M/O Cash 
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P l e a s e  m a i l  t o :  O.N.A. C o n v e n t i o n  Commi t tee  

P.O. Box 6094  

S t a t i o n  J 

O t t a w a  O n t a r i o  

K 2 A  1T2 



Give Us 
a Hand 

l?(!31 ' T  FORGET T O  S E L L  YOUR ROOK O F  0 .  N.  A .  DRAW T I C K E T S .  
I c l l !  GFT 2 F R E E  T T C K E T S  AND YOUR C L U B  CAN P I C K  U P  A 
.i2 . O O  I3CNIIS FOR EACH ROOK T H A T  I S  S O L D .  

r \F . l11Rh  1 0 1 1 R  S 0 L . D  BOOKS AND blONEY T O  T H E  DRAW CHAIRMAN 
Kth W l L . b I 0 7 ,  BOX 7 6 ,  S E B R T N G V I L L E ,  O N T A R I O ,  NOK 1x0. 

OR 
l3R I NC; 7 H F F I  T O  OTTAWA W I T H  Y C I J .  

CURRENT CURRENCIES l,d , 
* u 

Fo re i gn  Exchange  bankno te  and  t r ave l l e r s  cheque  s e l l i n g  r a t e s  
supplied by Deak Canada Md. All currencies in rdation to the Canadian Dollar. 

Australia Dollar 1.3650 Jamaica P Dollar .67 
T/C 1.3620 Japan Yen .00520 

Austria Schilling .0960 f/C ,00515 
Bahamas R Dollar 1.19 Mexico per0 .OW5 
Birbados Dollar .61 Netharlands Guilder .6195 
Belgium Franc .0430 K/C .6135 
Bermuda Dollar 1.19 New Zeaknd R Dolkr 1.21 
Brazil Cruzeiro .0285 Norway - R Krone 2495 
Colombia R Peso .0320 Portugal R Escudo .0280 
Denmark Kroner .2185 T/C .0270 

I East Caribbean Dollar .46 South Africa Rand 1.47 
France Franc .2935 Spain R Peseta .0184 

T/C .2910 T/C .0182 
Germany Mark . a 3 5  Sweden R Krona .2905 

T/C ,6770 Switrerland Fram ,7385 
Greece R Drachma .0325 T/C .73 15 
Hong Kong Dollar 2565 United Kingdom Pwnd 2.7250 

T/C ,2540 'b/C 2.7225 
Italy R Lira .00150 United States DoMar 1.1950 

f /C .MI 149 f /C 1.1940 
R indicates some restriction regarding importation of local banknotes. 
P indicates importation of local currency is prohibited 



NORTH YORK C O I N  CLUB C74 

On March 25 th ;  was t h e  223rd;  meet ing of t h e  North York 
Coin Club. The f e a t u r e  of t h i s  meet ing was C . N . A .  Night ,  Jack  
V e f f e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  C . N . A .  was one of t h e  g u e s t  speake r s .  
Jack  e x s p l a i n e d  i n  c a p s u l e  form some of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
C . N . A .  

There was a  f i l m  q u i z  p r e sen t ed  by t h e  C . N . A .  1 s t  V i c e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  John Regi tko .  The q u e s t i o n s  seemed s imple ,  b u t  it 
was a  s u r p r i s e  how many t h a t  were n o t  answered. 

Paul  Johnson,  t h e  2nd; Vice P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  C . N . A .  & 
Chairman of t h e  Toronto  D i s t r i c k  Coin Week of Canada Committee 
gave a  r e p o r t  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  p r o j e c t .  

M r s  Bea t t y  s e r v e d  t h e  r e f r e shmen t s  a t  t h e  end of t h e  ve ry  
e n t e r e s t i n g  evening.  

The lucky  draw winners  were: Dan Bowyer, Henry Burke, 
Frank Dennis,  J i m  Donaldson & Fred J e w e t t .  

A Coin Auction was conducted by Glen Wil l iams a s s i s t e d  
by B a s i l  Latham. 

WATERLOO C O I N  SOCIETY Cl 

On March 1 8 t h ;  1980 t h e  Water loo Coin S o c i e t y  m e t  a t  t h e  
Water loo P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  lower f l o o r ,  35 A l b e r t  S t r e e t ,  wa t e r l oo ,  
wi th  36 members and g u e s t  p r e s e n t .  T h i s  was t h e i r  b i g g e s t  t u r n -  
ou t  i n  many months. 

P r i z e  winners  f o r  t h e  evening were a s  fo l l ows :  
( a )  8  o ' c l o c k  Draw - Paul  M i l l e r ,  $1 .00 f o r  b e i n g  on t i m e .  
( b )  Fea tu r e  Draw: 

1 s t  p r i z e  B e r t  Dortmans 
2nd p r i z e  Joan Gordon 
3 rd  p r i z e  Wilf Erb 

* 
B i l l  Gordon, O . N . A .  and Club D i r e c t o r  of t h e  O . N . A .  up. 

coming conven t ion  i n  Ottawa on May 23-25. H e  a sked  t h e  members 
t o  p r epa re  a  d i s p l a y  f o r  t h e  convent ion , and a l s o  reminded 
t h e  members t o  s e l l  t h e  O . N . A .  Draw T i c k e t s .  f o r  every  book 
s o l d  t h e  c l u b  w i l l  r e c e i v e  $2.00.  



CHAMPLAIN C O I N  CLUB C21 

The March meet ing was h e l d  a t  6 t h ;  of March, a t  S t .  
David ' s  Anglican Church, O r i l l i a ,  a t  8:00 P.M. There were 2 3  
members p r e s e n t ,  who enjoyed a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of s l i d e s  and a  
d i s p l a y  on H i s t o r i c a l  Tokens by Ray Gregory. 

The 50-50 draw was won by M r s  H i lkens ,  t h e  Old Coin 
Box won by Ray Ru the r fo rd  and Bryon Booth was t h e  l ucky  member 
t o  gues s  t h e  c l o s e s t  number of c o i n s  i n  a  j a r .  

THISTLETOWN C O I N  & STAMP CLUB C39 

The monthly meet ing of t h e  Th i s t l e town  Coin & Stamp 
Club was h e l d  on A p r i l  8 t h ;  1980, a t  t h e  Etobicoke Pub l i c  
L ib ra ry  a t  8 : 00 P . M .  

T h i s  meet ing was a  b i r t h d a y  p a r t y .  a  s p e c i a l  cake was 
s e rved  and A 1  Kasman and h i s  h e l p e r s  made t h e  c o f f e e  and r e -  
f reshments  t o  make it a  s u c c e s s f u l  p a r t y .  Ken Pepper c h a i r e d  
t h e  meet ing f o r  Bob Rook who was ill. 

Bruce R .  Watt P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  On ta r io  Numismatic 
Assoc i a t i on  was p r e s e n t e d  a  Permanent Honorary Member by 
Ken Pepper. 

C A N A D I A N  ASSOCIATION of WOODEN MONEY COLLECTORS C 8 3  

The Canadian Assoc i a t i on  of Wooden Money C o l l e c t o r s  
w i l l  p r e s e n t  an  award shaped of t h e  Orovinc@ of On ta r io  t o  
t h e  t o p  e x h i b i t o r  i n  t h e  wooden money c a t e g o r y  a t  t h e  On ta r io  
Numismatic Assoc i a t i on  Convention i n  Ottawa. 

FORT McMURRAY C O I N  & STAMP CLUB 

Thr F o r t  McMurray Coin & Stamp Club was founded i n  1978 
Ed "Tony" gordon w i th  14 o t h e r  c o i n  and stamp c o l l e c t o r s  
p r e s e n t .  A f t e r  one f u l l  y e a r  of o p e r a t i o n  t h e  grew t o  46  
members. 

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e  c l u b  i s  t a p i n g  13 shows on 
one h a l f  hour  b a s e s ,  f o r  a l o c a l  c a b l e  T . V .  The members a c t  
a s  t h e i r  own camera men, f l o o r  d i r e c t o r ,  l i g h t i n g  and aud io  
t e c h n i c i a n s  a s  w e l l  s t a r s  of t h e  show. They des ign  t h e i r  own 
back drop and s t u d i o  s e t .  



A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  t h e  membership i s  r a i s i n g  money 
t o  purchase t h e i r  own t a p e s ,  once t h i s  i s  done t h e y  hope t o  
make them a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  c lubs ,  who wish t o  u s e  them i n  
t h e i r  educa t iona l  program. 

Should anyone l i k e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  c l u b  t h i s  summer, they 

meet is t  & 3rd  Tuesday of each month a t  t h e  Kinsmen Centre ,  
sou th  F rank l in  Ave, which i s  t h e  main s t r e e t  of F o r t  McMurry. 

The ma i l i ng  address :  

F o r t  McMurray Coin & Stamp Club 
BOX 8175, 
Clearwater  P o s t a l  S t a t i o n ,  
F o r t  McMurray , Albe r t a ,  
T9H 3J1 

A 
J 

C I T Y  of OTTAW C O I N  CLUB C19 

The 143rd meeting of t h e  C i t y  of Ottawa Coin Club was 
h e l d  a t  t h e  War Museum on February 25, 1980, wi th  36 members 
and 6 g u e s t s  i-n a t t endance .  

The meetin was c a l l e d  t o  o rde r  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  A 1  
Cockrem who adv i se  t h e  members of t h e  pas s ing  of Char les  W .  
Downie on February 24 th ;  1980. I n  r econgn i t i on  of t h e  l a t e  
M r .  Downie's s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c l u b  over a  number of y e a r s ,  t h e  
P re s iden t  i n t roduced  M r  Ken Hooles, P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Pembroke 
Centennial  Coin Club, who was given a  h e a r t y  welcome by t h e  
members. A c o r d i a l  welcome was a l s o  extended t o a t h e  Ottawa 
members t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Pembroke c lub  meeting. 

The door p r i z e  was won by Mark Wylee and t h e  50-50 
Draw by Ray Ke l ly .  

No Monkey business Here! 



PART TWO 
Continued from t h e  A p r i l  i s s u e  of t h e  O . N . A .  Numismatist .  
By . . . .  Bruce R .  Watt ,  O . N . A .  P r e s i d e n t .  

THE G A S  

Pos s ib ly  t h e  f i r s t  n a t u a l  g a s  i n  t h e  Hamilton a r e a ,  
was a t  Mount Albion,  when t h e  m i l l  was b u i l t .  Two I r ishmen 
were qua r ry ing  rock f o r  t h e  wheel p i t ,  when one s topped  i n  a  
co rne r  t o  l i g h t  h i s  p ipe .  The match i g n i t e d  t h e  g a s  which 
f l a r e d  up,  s i n g e i n g  h i s  h a i r ,  whiskers  and c l o t h i n g .  He was 
t e r r i b l y  f r i g h t e n e d  and shouted ,  I' Mike, we 've  b roke  th rough  
t o  t h e  i n f e r n a l  regions,  and t h e  d e v i l  i s  a f t e r  u s  f o r  s u r e .  
May a l l  t h e  s a i n t s  p r e s e r v e  us!I1 

The g a s  was used  f o r  l i g h t i n g  t h e  M i l l  f o r  100 y e a r s .  
A f lame,  1 6  i n c h e s  l o n g  burned n i g h t  and day from t h e  end of 
an  i r o n  p ipe .  It, came from t h e  base  of t h e  wheel p i t  30 f e e t  . 

below. The odor was unp l ea san t  and wherever it was used ,  it 
took  t h e  c o l o u r  ou t  of t h e  s a l e  b i l l s  o r  t h e  w a l l  paper  i n  a  
s h o r t  t i m e .  It i s  su lphu r  q a s ,  only  found i n  t h i s  r eg ion  i n  
smal l  q u a n t i t i e s  and of no commercial v a l u e .  A t  low wa te r ,  it 
i s  seen i n  t h e  c r eek  bed bubbl ing  up th rough  t h e  wa te r ,  and 
can be  lit wi th  a  match. 

There was l i t t l e  o r  no n a t u r a l  o r  manufactured g a s  
i n  Canada a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Half a  m i l e  down t h e  c r eek  was a  
s p r i n g ,  a  f lame of two f e e t  h igh  was burn ing  on a  pool  of 
wa te r .  It  a t t r a c t e d  many people  a t  t h i s  t ime..  A n e a r  by h o t e l  
s u p p l i e d  t h e i r  wants f o r  food,  d r i n k  and s h e l t e r .  The s t o n e  
founda t ion  was t h e r e  i n  my chi ldhood days .  Close t o  t h e  s p r i n g  
group of o i l  and g a s  men, from Bradford ,  Penn. i n  1884 d r i l l e d  
an  e i g h t  i n c h  h o l e  1700 f e e t  deep, b u t  a l l  Messer .  Emerson and 
Haymakers g o t  f o r  t h e i r  money wag ..exarHence , a _ s m e l l  o f  gas., . and 
a  t a s t e  of s a l t .  Where t h e  a d j a c e n t  cr-~!4k c r o s s e d  Bar ton S t r e e t  
t h r e e  m i l e s  e a s t  of t h e  c i t y  t h e r e  was a  s a l t  works farm. Here 
s a l t  was found i n  e a r l y  days ,  bu t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  was sma l l  and 
t h e  work was g iven  up. 



THE STOREHOUSE 

Th i s  b u i l d i n g ,  w e l l  cons t ruc t ed  i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  
h a s  had a  v a r i e t y  of u s e s .  I n  my chi ldhood days  it was a  n i c e  
dwel l ing  and r e s t a u r a n t ,  owned and opera ted  by a  M r .  O l iver  
Carpenter  and h i s  capable  wi fe  and daughte r .  The p rope r ty  i n -  
c ludes  t h e  house,  t h e  m i l l  dam, t h e  c reek  and t h e  h i l l  f i e l d s  
beyond, i n  a l l ,  1 5  a c r e s .  

This  s to rehouse ,  a s  it was long  c a l l e d ,  was b u i l t  and 
used f o r  hop k i l n .  Hops were grown where t h e  c i t y  Parks  Board 
now have a  f i n e  grove of Scotch Pine t r e e s .  The hops were 
d r i e d  on t h e  l a t t i c e  and j u t e  covered f l o o r  of t h e  second 
s t o r y ,  over wood f i r e s  i n  a  b i g  i r o n  s t o v e  below. They were 
t h e n  p re s sed  i n t o  b a l e s  and s o l d  t o  t h e  brewers f o r  t h e  making 
of b e e r .  

A mi le  down t h e  v a l l e y  was t h e  I n e  Vale Farm, p a r t  of 
which i s  now t h e  Glendale  Golf Club course ,  where hops were 
produced on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  The v i n e s  were grown i n  h i l l s  and 
grew up cedar  p o l e s  twelve  f e e t  h igh ,  where t h e y  formed l a r g e  
f l u f f y  c l u s t e r s  of hops.  P ick ing  was done every yea r  i n  l a t e  
August, by a  hand of f o r t y  o r  more Ind ians ,  men, women and 
c h i l d r e n  i n  p i c tu re sque  garb  from t h e  S i x  Nation Reserve on 
t h e  Grand r i v e r  nea r  Caledonia.  They camped on t h e  farm f o r  
n e a r l y  a  month. The i r  ea rn ings  f o r  thw t ime  were f i f t y  c e n t s  
t o  one d o l l a r  a  day. Each yea r  t h e  braves  gave a  t r i b a l  dance 
and every n i g h t  dancing was h e l d  on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  hop house.  
Young whi te  men would come and dance wi th  t h e  dusky maidens. 
Thus, f o r  t h e  p i c k e r s ,  it was hops n i g h t  and day. 

I n  a  b i g  law s u i t  over t h e  f a i l u r e  of a  brewing com- 
pany i n  Hamilton, one lawyer s a i d  "we had hopes1!, when a  
r i v a l  lawyer shouted "What you needed was hops1!. 

THE FALLS 

Albion F a l l s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  and moving s i g h t  i n  
March o r  Apr i l  when it i s  i n  f l ood  o r  "Spare" a s  t h e  S c o t s  
would say .  

The s t ream h a s  i t s  source  i n  a  f i n e  s p r i n g  a t  Rymal 
S t a t i o n ,  no t  f a r  d i s b a n t .  A branch of t h i s  c reek  comes from 
nea r  Barton Stone Church. The a rea  d ra ined  i s  around a  thou- 
sand a c r e s .  The w a t e r f a l l  i s  no t  v e r t i c a l  nor  s o  h igh  a s  t h e  
ad j acen t  I n g l e s  o r  But te rmi lk  F a l l s ,  t h a t  r e c e i v e s  i t s  water  
from t h e  M t .  Hamilton d i s t r i c k .  The t h i c k  l edge  of rock on 
which t h e  water  f a l l s  i s  Niagara Lime Stone and u n d e r l i e s  , 

t h e  whole count ry .  It i s  over t h i s  l edge  t h a t  Niagara pours i t s  
t o r r e n t  of wate r .  



Rumours s a y s  t h a t  l i g h t n i n g  s t r u c k  and s h a t t e r e d  t h i s  
t a b l e  r ock ,  and hugh p i e c e s  of  it many f e e t  t h i c k  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  
i n  t h e  channe l  below. Doubt less  t h e  e lements ,  h e a t  and c o l d ,  
f r o s t  and wa t e r  have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  end .  

I n  t h e  m i l l  dam above, now p a r t i a l l y  f i l l e d  w i t h  s i l t ,  
i c e  was c u t  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  and t h e  summer b rought  b o a t i n g  and 
b a t h i n g .  Each s p r i n g ,  when t h e  wa t e r  i s  h i g h ,  r i v e r  f i s h  o r  
s u c k e r s ,  i n  l a r g e  numbers come up from t h e  bay t o  t h e  f o o t  of 
t h e  f a l l s ,  t o  spawn. When t h e  wa t e r  r e c e d e s ,  men and boys c a t c h  
them w i t h  d i p  n e t s ,  s p e a r s  and even w i t h  t h e i r  hands .  These f i s h  
a r e  from twe lve  t o  s i x t e e n  i n c h e s  l o n g .  The f l e s h  i s  wh i t e ,  ve ry  
s o f t  and f i l l e d  w i th  bones .  However t h e y  have been c l eaned ,  
smoked and s t o r e d  f o r  u s e  by t h e  s e t t l e r s .  The t r a v e l l e r  who 
Knew t h i s  r e g i o n  i n  i t s  e a r l y  days and v i s i t s  it now, s e e s  
many changes i n  a l l  t h e  babb l i ng  brook.  To him t h e  words of 
Tennyson r i n g  t r u e :  

"Men may come and men may go 
But I go on f o r e v e r " .  

THE LOVER'S LEAP 

Opposi te  t h e  f a l l s ,  only  a  ve ry  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  
i s  a  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  w a l l  of rock one hundred f e e t  h i g h .  t h i s  i s  
now p a r t i a l l y  obscured by t a l l  t r e e s  t h a t  have  grown up from 
t h e  bottom of t h e  go rge .  It was from t h i s  h i g h  p o i n t  t h a t  J ane  
R e i l l y ,  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  l o v e  w i t h  Joseph Rousseau,  f l u n g  h e r -  
s e l f .  Hence t h e  name " LOVERS LEAP " .  The t i m e  was p robab ly  
t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y .  t h i s  s t o r y  h a s  been accep ted  a s  
t r u e  by r e s i d e n t s  f o r  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e r e  was a  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t  t o  a  young 
g i r l  when a  pick-up t r u c k  l e f t  t h e  r oad ,  went th rough  t h e  
f ence ,  and plunged i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  below. T h i s  t r a g e d y  was only  
a  few y a r d s  from L o v e r ' s  Leap. 

E a r l i e r ,  i n  1907, t h e  m i l l e r ,  M r .  Rober t  G r a s s i e ,  my 
g r e a t  u n c l e ,  a  ve ry  f i n e  man i n  c h a r a c t e r  and conduc t ,  met h i s  
d e a t h  by a  f a l l  i n  t h e  wheel p i t  of t h e  m i l l ,  w i t h  h i s  p a s s i n g ,  
t h e  m i l l i n g  b u s i n e s s  came t o  an end f o r  a l l  t i m e .  





THE CASTLE 

On t h e  h i l l  above and s o u t h  of t h e  f a l l s ,  M r .  Wm. Cook 
a  Scotsman and t h e  Welland Canal c o n t r a c t o r ,  about  1840, b u i l t  
a  f i v e  s t o r y  s t o n e  c a s t l e  t h a t  had f o u r t e e n  f i r e  p l a c e s .  Ten a c r e s  
of pa rk  l a n d s  surrounded t h e  house .  There were w a l l s ,  a r b o u r s ,  
p e r g o l a s  and many k i n d s  of sh rubs ,  f r u i t  and ornamented t r e e s .  
Two sma l l  l a k e s ,  each about  an  a c r e  i n  e x t e n t ,  connected by a  
channel  and f r i n g e d  by wi l low t r e e s ,  were c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  b o a t i n g .  

The e s t a t e  co-rered f o u r  hundred a c r e s  of v i r g i n  f o r e s t  
and was s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  c ro s s - roads  of f o u r  townsh ips ;  S a l t f l e e t ,  
Bar ton ,  Binbrook and Glanford .  There was a  s t r eam of f i n e  s p r i n g  
wa te r ,  a  l ime  k i l n  and a  s a l t - l i c k  where w i ld  dee r  came. Huge b a r n s  
were e r e c t e d  f o r  farming on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  The home was s u p p l i e d  
wi th  domestic  wa te r  by a  h y d r a u l i c  r a n  pumping from a  s p r i n g  on 
t h e  s i d e  of t h e  r a v i n e  t h r e e  hundred y a r d s  d i s t a n c e .  T h i s  s p r i n g  
h a s  never  f a i l e d  and i s  used  by many persons  t o d a y .  

On t h i s p r o p e r t y ,  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e ,  probably  1817, t h e r e  
was a  l a r g e  house used  by B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r s  a s  a  b a r r a c k s .  The s p o t  
was marked f o r  many y e a r s  by t h e  t a l l  wh i t e  chimney of t h e  former 
b u i l d i n g .  

Th i s  c a s t l e  commanded a  wide range of v i s i o n  i n  every  
d i r e c t i o n  of r o l l i n g  h i l l s  and waving t r e e s .  It  s tood  h igh  above 
t h e  r a v i n e ,  now t h e  K i n g ' s  F o r e s t ,  and gave a  wonderful  view of a  
widening v a l l e y ,  Lake On ta r io  and Bur l ing ton  Bay. 

Time changes a l l  t h i n g s .  I n  t h e  1 8 7 0 1 s  t h e  owner d i e d ,  
f i r e  de s t royed  t h e  b a r n s ,  t h e  c a s t l e  was p u l l e d  down and t h e  e s t a t e  
l o s t  t o  t h e  f ami ly .  

Today, i n  1980, a l l  t h a t  remains on t h i s  show p l a c e ,  a r e  
t h e  two l i t t l e  l a k e s  a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d .  

THE GHOST STORIES 

Half a  m i l e  down t h e  v a l l e y  from Albion F a l l s ,  two s t reams  
j o i n ,  one from Bu t t e rmi lk  F a l l s  and t h e  o t h e r  from t h e  M i l l  F a l l s ,  
a s  it was c a l l e d .  Below t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  days f a r  d i s t a n t ,  t h e r e  was 
a  dam and p r i m i t i v e  saw-mil l .  I n  a  q u a r r e l  among t h e  workmen, a  man 
was k i l l e d ;  f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r ,  h i s  home near-by was s a i d  
t o  be haunted.  The ghos t  was f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  a s  seen  roaming 
around t h e  house ,  f l i t t i n g  th rough  t h e  woods, hover ing  over t h e  
s t r eam,  and t r a v e l l i n g  t h e  r o a d s .  y e a r s  l a t e r  a  wood c u t t e r  l i v i n g  
i n  t h i s  house spen t  t h e  day d r i n k i n g  a t  t h e  Black Horse Tavern a t  
M t .  Albion.  



I n  h i s  absence o t h e r  men k i l l e d  a  p i g  f a r  home u s e ,  t o  
d r e s s  it, t h e y  hung it i n  a  t r e e  nea r  t h e i r  dwe l l i ng .  T h i s  custom 
i s  fo l lowed  t o  t h i s  day.  When t h e  t i p s y  man r e t u r n e d  a t  midnight  
he  saw t h e  g h o s t ,  s o  o f t e n  hea rd  o f ,  s t a n d i n g  under  a  t r e e ;  he  
was w e l l  f o r t i f i e d  w i t h  s p i r i t  and f ea r ed  n o t  dogs o r  demons, 
spooks o r  banshees .  Marching r i g h t  up t o  t h e  g h o s t ,  he  s t r u c k  it 
a  heavy blow w i t h  h i s  f i s t  and broke h i s  r i g h t  arm. 

So e n d i t h  t h e  f i r s t  l e s s o n  i n  ghos t  s t o r i e s ,  of t h e  good 
o l d  days .  

THE PHANTOM T R A I N  

A t  Hannon, a  v i l l a g e  n o t  f a r  west  and sou th  of t h e  F a l l s ,  
i n  S t .  Georges Anglican Cementery, a  man named Thomas Eng l i sh  was 
b u r i e d  i n  1876 .  He was a  trackman and w h i l e  walking on t h e  r a i l -  
way a t  n i g h t ,  was k i l l e d  by a  p a s s i n g  t r a i n .  For h a l f  a  c e n t u r y  
a f t e r w  on summer n i g h t s ,  t h e  l i g h t s  of t h e  ghos t  o r  phantom t r a i n  
t h a t  k i l l e d  Tom Eng l i sh ,  cou ld  be seen  moving a long  t h e  r a i lway  
l i n e .  The r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  q u i t e  accustomed t o  t h e s e  l i g h t s ,  it was 
simply t h e  g h o s t  t r a i n .  My f a t h e r  s t a t e d ,  h e  dad s een  t h e s e  l i g h t s  
many t i m e s  i n  h i s  boyhood. 

Now f o r  t h e  cause  of t h i s  phenomenon. Where t h i s  t r a g e d y  
occurred t h e  rai. lway c r o s s e d  a  dep re s s ion  i n  t h e  t e r r a i n  and a  
l a r g e  swamp a l o n g  t h e  twenty  m i l e  c r eek .  T h i s  bog f i l l e d  w i th  
decay ing  v e g e t a b l e  m a t t e r  and r o t t i n g  t i m b e r s  gave r i s e  t o  a  g a s ,  
known a s  j ack-o- lan te rn  o r  wil low-the-wisp.  T h i s  marsh g a s  i n  b a l l s  
o r  g lobu los ,  n o t  u n l i k e  t o y  b a l l o o n s ,  became luminous i n  t h e  warm 
summer n i g h t  a i r  and was blown by t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  south-west  winds 
a l o n g  t h e  r a i lway  l i n e ,  g i v i n g  t h e  appearance ,  a t  a  d i s t a n c e ,  of 
t h e  head l i g h t  of a  locomot ive  and o t h e r  l i g h t s  of a  t r a i n .  The de- 
c e p t i o n  was remarkable .  Today t h e r e  i s  no swamp, no woods, no decay- 
i n g  v e g e t a t i o n ,  no g h o s t s  and no phantom t r a i n .  ' 

So ende th  t h e  second l e s s o n  i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  what 
t h e y  appear  t o  be .  Ma you a l l  s l e e p  i n  peace t h i s  n i g h t  and wake 
i n  joy.  

THE END 
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