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NARBO: THZ FIRST OVERSEAS COLONY OF ROME 

by I. G. Dickson 

Rome founded i t s  first overseas co lon  i n  
Gallia Transalpina (France across the Alpsf a t  
Barbo.  Rome's i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  area o f  southern 
Gaul was i n  maintaining the  s e c u r i t y  o f  communi- 
cat ions l i n e s  w i t h  Spain. Numerous b a t t l e s  oc- 
curred with the  t r i b e s  o f  southern Gaul as Rome 
extended her  p ro tec t ive  hand i n t o  the  area. 
O ~ p o s i n g  h e r  i n  her b i d  were the t r i b e s  o f  the 
Allobroges  and the Arverni. F ina l ly ,  i n  121 El. C ., 
Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus d e f e a t e d  the  Allobroges 
and s h o r t l y  afterwards Q. Pabius Maximus defeated 
the  A r v c r r z i  under the l eadersh ip  o f  King Bituitus,  

In c. lie B. C., i t  w a s  proposed i n  the  senate 
tha t  a colony of Roman c i t i z e n s  be e s t ab l i shed  i n  
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t h e  c i t y  of Narbo. F ive  moneyers were involved i n  t h e  i s s u e  of d e n a r i i ,  
a l l  of which were s e r r a t e d  (notched) .I 

The f i v e  co in  types  of Narbo, d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by t h e  moneyers' obverse 
i n s c r i p t i o n ,  a l l  have t h e  same b a s i c  obverse and r e v e r s e  design. The 
obverse nor t r ays  a helmeted head of Roma enc i rc led  by t h e  moneyers' name 
i n  cont rac ted  f o m .  The helmet i s  e i t h e r  Phygian o r  A t t i c  s t y l e .  

Figure 2 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  two types of helmets. 
Coin 1 shows t h e  A t t i c  s t y l e  and co in  2 dep ic t s  
t h e  Phygian s t y l e  helmet. The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
t h e  two helmets i s  most no t i ceab le  a t  t h e  top 
of t h e  helmets a t  t h e  12 o ' c lock  pos i t ion .  
Coin 1 shows a  smooth t o p  and coin  2 shows a 
l a r g e  overhanging por t ion .  

The reve r se  por t r ays  a  naked bearded war- 
r i o r  i n  a b iga  advancing r i g h t ,  holding a sh ie ld  
and re igns  i n  h i s  l e f t  hand. These coins  were 
unique i n  t h e  Republic s e r i e s  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  
a Roman enemy was portrayed on t h e  coin,  The 
naked f i g u r e  i n  t h e  b iga  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  Ga l l i c ,  
as ind ica ted  by t h e  c r i s s - c r o s s  p a t t e r n  of t h e  
s h i e l d  held i n  t h e  l e f t  hand, It i s  almost 
c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  i s  t h a t  of t h e  G a l l i c  
King B i t u i t u s .  The two commissionersf names 

i n  cont rac ted  form appear on t h e  r eve r se  of t h e  coin  i n  t h e  exergue, 
The i n s c r i p t i o n  reada L. LIC. CN. DOM. 

This  i s s u e  of coins  has  been shrouded i n  continuous controversy.  
H .  Matt ingly and M, H ,  Crawford, both noted ancient  c o i n  exper ts ,  d isagree  
on t h e  d a t e  of t h e  founding and t h e  q u a n t i t y  of co ins  isaued,  

Footnote 

1 .  nThe Ser ra ted  Denari i  of t h e  Roman Republic'' (B,R. Brace),  CNJ 
2-3-47 

Illustrations of t h e  coim of t h e  5 monevere: 1 .  L, Porcius  L ic in ius ,  
2. M. Aurcl ius  Soaumrs, f .  L. Cosconiua M. f . ,  4 .  C. Malleolus C, f . ,  
5. L. Pomponiua Cn. I. 



EXPLORERS AND THE FUR TRADE 

by Edwin D.  Keetch 

(Cont 'd  from July-August i s s u e )  

The f i r s t  accounts of t h ~  Michigan Indians and those of t h e  upper 
G r ~ a t  Lakes were f i ~ s t  r e c o r d ~ d  by t h e  Wench i n  t h e  e a r l y  1600s. Archaeolo- 
g i s t s  h a v ~  nieced toge the r  evidence of Indian l i f e  here n e a r l y  8,000 years  
ago. The Indians used bows and arrows f o r  hunt ing and warfare.  They made 
p o t t e r y  of good q u a l i t y  and tobacco p i ~ e s  of s o f t  s tone.  They were a c t i v e  
t r a d e r s  ~ ~ 5 t h  d i s t a n t  t r i b e s ,  a s  shot-rn by the  f a c t  that t h e i r  b u r i a l  grounds 
d isc losed  s h e l l s  from t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean and t h e  Gulf of Mexico, copper 
from Lake Suner ior ,  and g r i z z l y  bear  t e e t h  from t h e  west. 

The t r i b e s  of t h e  Great Lakes region about 1622 were t h e  Chippewa ( a l s o  
c a l l e d  t h e  O ~ i b w a ) ,  the  O t t a w a ,  t h e  Potawatomi, t h e  M i a m i ,  and t h e  Menominee. 
A l l  t h e  Indians spoke an Algonquian language d i a l e c t .  

I 
I The Wyandot ( a s  they  ca l l ed  themselves) o r  Hurons ( a s  t h e  French ca l l ed  
! them) were found by Champlain i n  1615 between Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe. 

Harassed by t h e  I roquois  and having t h e i r  v i l l a g e  burned t o  t h e  ground i n  
1649, t h e  su rv ivors  f l e d  t o  Wisconsin. There they  aroused t h e  h o s t i l i t y  of 
t h e  Sioux and moved eastward again,  s e t t l i n g  a t  S t .  Ignace,  where Father  
Jacques Marquette founded a  mission f o r  them i n  1671. The Hurons spoke an 

: Iroquoian d i a l e c t ,  but t h e i r  customs were similar t o  the  Algonquians. The 
most s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  was i n  t h e i r  dwell ings.  Instead of wimams, they 
b u i l t  longhouses, sometimes more than  150 f e e t  i n  length .  They s e t  two 
pa ra l l - e l  r o w s  of pos t s  f i r m l y  between the  rows a t  a height  of about twenty 
f e e t ;  t h ~ s e  v e r e  bent inward and fastened together .  The top and s i d e s  were 
covered with bark,  excent f o r  a  s t r i a  i n  t h e  roof t o  l e t  t h e  smoke out.  
I n s i d e  t h e r e  tsFas an a i s l e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o  e n t e r  compartments. F i r e s  i n  the  
c e n t r e  of the  a i s l e  served f o r  cooking and heat ing.  

Custom d i c t a t e d  nunishment f o r  c e r t a i n  crimes. For t h e f t  the  usual  
punishment bras r e s t i t u t i o n .  Sometimes t h e  v ic t im was p e m i t t e d  t o  take any 
of t h e  t h i e f i s  nosaessions t h a t  he wanted. Murder was considered a crime 
a g a i n s t  a family o r  t r i b e .  Fr iends of the  murderer t r i e d  t o  appease the  
family of t h e  v ic t im by g iv ing  presents .  I f  they were not s a t i s f i e d ,  the 
murderer w a s  k i l l e d .  When the v ic t im of a  murder waa a member of another  
t r i b e ,  a de lega t ion  from t h e  t r i b e  of the  k i l l e r  appeared with numerous g i f t s  
and i n  solemn ceremony offered them t o  t h e  family of t h e  dead man. I f  they 
were accepted,  t h e  ma t t e r  w a s  s e t t l e d  bu t ,  i f  n o t ,  t h e  fe l low tribesmen of 
t h e  cr iminal  u s u a l l y  k i l l e d  him and de l ivered  h i s  head t o  t h e  aggrieved t r i b e  
t o  avoid r e t a l i a t i o n .  

Parents  were kind t o  t h e i r  ch i ld ren  - even indulgent  - r a r e l y  punishing 
them o r  compelling them t o  do what they d i s l i k e d .  Missionaries  complained 
about the  l a c k  of attendance at school,  but t h e  parents  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  d i d n i t  l i k e  school they d i d n ' t  have t o  go. Indian  boys received 
i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h e i r  f a t h e r s  on hunting t r i p s ,  p r a c t i s i r g  with small bows 
and arrows, l e a r n i n g  t h e  s e c r e t s  of t h e  woodcraft and t h e  h a b i t s  of animals. 
The l e s s o n s  learned by experience were important,  f o r  the  boy's own l i f e  
might d ~ n e n d  upon h i s  mastery of t h e  s k i l l s  requi red  of one ~ h o  l i v e d  c l a s e  
t o  na ture .  Eir1.s ].earned household and f i e l d  t a sks  by helpiir-,g t h e i r  mothers. 



Indian  men were a rden t  gambl.ers, who sometimes be t ted  a l l  t h e i r  posses 
s i o n s  on a  game of baggataway ( c a l l e d  l a c r o s s e  by the  French). Usually t h e  
teams ..ere t+$ro d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s ,  the  number of men on each s i d e  being equal 
and a s  l a r g e  a s  was agreeable .  The game was ~ l a y e d  on an open f i e l d  with 
goals  a t  e i t h e r  end, Each p laye r  c a r r i e d  a s t i c k  bent near the  end where 
a  ne t  eras t,loven ac ross  the  crook, This was l a c r o s s e ,  With i t  t h e  players  
s t r u c k  or  c a r r i e d  a  wooden b a l l  t o  t h e  designated goal ,  Action w a s  v i o l e n t .  
Frequent ly arms and l e g s  were broken by t h e  f l a i l i n g  c rosses  and sometimes 
a g l a y e r  was k i l l e d .  

Straws and d i c e  were two more gambling games. I n  the  f i r s t ,  a p layer  
dropped on the ground a  handful of straws - always an odd number, usua l ly  
201. H i s  opponent, using a smal l ,  s l i m  bone, separated sone from t h e  p i l e .  
When t h e  two p a r t s  were counted, he who had the  uneven number of s t raws won. 
The d i c e  cons is ted  of smal l ,  f l a t  bones, one s i d e  of which was painted red ,  
green,  black,  o r  b lue ,  and the o t h e r  s i d e  white,  S i x  of them were shaken 
i n  a  wooden bowl, I f  f i v e  o r  s i x  l a y  with t h e  same colour  up, t h e  m a n  who 
had shaken the  d i c e  won. Sometimes v i l l a g e s  played aga ins t  eac3 o the r ,  
wagering t h e i r  e n t i r e  wealth on t h e  t u r n  of the  d ice .  

When an Indian  d ied ,  the  female r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  wept and wailed 
t o  express  t h e i r  sorrow, The body of the  deceased w a s  painted red and i t  
was dressed i n  t h e  f i n e s t  cl-othing. I n  the  case  of a manis dea th ,  h i s  
weaFons and some o t h e r  of h i s  belongings were l a i d  beside him when he was 
placed i n  a  casket  made of bark. The f i r s t  b u r i a l  w a s  u s u a l l y  temporary, 
i n  shallovr graves t ~ i t h  a  s m a l l  house of bark erected over them, Among some 
Ind ians ,  t h e  f i r s t  b u r i a l  w a s  on a  sca f fo ld  r a i sed  on poles  e igh t  t o  t e n  
f e e t  above t h e  ground, Permanent b u r i a l  took place every e igh t  t o  t e n  years ,  
A g r e a t  n i t  was dug and f o r  a  period of t e n  days f e a s t s  and ceremonial 
dances tppere held,  When the  day of b u r i a l  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  bottom of the  p i t  
was l i n e d  with beaver s k i n s  and the remains were placed on them, Af ter  
g i f t s  had a l s o  been placed i n  the  p i t ,  everything w a s  covered wi th  beaver 
skin9 and t h e  p i t  w a s  f i l l e d  with e a r t h ,  It was believed t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  
time the  s p i r i t  of each dead person - which u n t i l  then had remained near  
the  temporary b u r i a l  d a c e  - was re leased  t o  depar t  f o r  a p leasant  country 
i n  t h e  west, 

Contact with Europeans changed almost completely t h e  Indian  way of 
l i f e ,  because the  newcomers had all s o r t s  of u s e f u l  and i n t e r e a t i n g  th ings ,  
and appeared t o  want nothing but f u r s ,  Indians then k i l l e d  as many f u r -  
bearing animals a s  poss ib le ,  in s t ead  of fol lowing t h e i r  former p r a c t i c e  of 
t ak ing  only what they needed, I n  exchange f o r  the  p e l t s  of the  beavers and 
o t h e r  animals,  they obtained guns, ammunition, c l o t h ,  b lankets ,  ha tche t s  
and knives ,  g l a s s  beads and s i l v e r  ornaments, Unfortunately,  they  a l s o  
received l iquor .  To buy i t ,  some would w i l l i n g l y  p a r t  wi th  a  Winter 's  
ca tch  of f u r a ,  

The S i e u r  de l a  S a l l e  came t o  Canada i n  1666, Educated, i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
ambitious,  robus t  and courageous, he s e t  out i n  1669 with two s u l p i c i a n  
p r i e s t s ,  t o  f ind  the Ohio River. A t  the  western t i p  of Lake Ontario they 
encountered Adrien J o l l i e t  and an Indian who had come from Sau l t  S t e  Marie 
by  lay of Lake Huron and Lake Er ie  on t h e i r  way t o  Quebec, Theirs  was the  
f i r s t  recorded j o u r ~ e y  by t h i s  rou te .  L a  S a l l e  obtained an I n d i m  guide 

s e t  out f o r  t h ~  Ohio River ,  which he nrobably discovered,  

I n  1673, Frontenac b u i l t  a f o r t  where Kingston, Ontar io i s  e t  %he 
n r e s ~ n t  time, The king of France gave the  f o r t  t o  La S a l l e .  Here, a t  Fort  



Frontenac ,  L a  S a l l e  and Frontenac shared i n  t h e  p r o f i t s  of t h e  f u r  t r a d e .  

I La S a l l e  re tuened  t o  France i n  1678, bu t  s e n t  o u t  advance p a r t i e s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  forward bases t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  of f u r s  he ordered 
 hi^ a g e n t s  t o  co l l . ec t .  He decided t o  bui1.d a s a i l i n g  v e s s e l  above Niagara 
F a l l s ,  ar,d a n a r t y  of t h i r t y  men %*as s e n t  out  i n  December t o  accomplish 
t h i s  t a s k .  Among them w a s  F a t h e r  Louis Hemepin who became t h e  p r i e s t  and 
h i s t o r i a n  of t he  exned i t i on .  Hemepin w a s  t h i r t y - f i v e  yea r s  o ld  and w a s  
happy t o  be ass igned t o  La S a l l e ' s  exped i t i on .  He went w i th  t h e  advance 
pa r ty .  Henrieqin vore  a g rey  robe of  h i s  o r d e r ,  and on h i s  head w a s  a po in t -  
ed hood. About h i s  ~.raist w a s  a knot ted  rope ,  from which hung a r o s a r y  and 
a c r u c i f i x .  Re c a r r i e d  a r o r t a b l e  chapel  on h i s  back and a mat made of  
ru shes  under  h i s  arm. 

Hennepin w a s  s o  e x c i t e d  by t h e  n a t u r a l  wonder of t h e  F a l l s ,  which he 
saw from t h e  Xiagara  R ive r ,  t h a t  he desc r ibed  i t  as a " v a s t  and prodigious 
cadence of wate r  which f a l l s  down a f t e r  a s u r p r i s i n g  and a ~ t o n i s h i r ~ g  manner 
insomuck t h a t  t h e  un ive r se  does no t  a f fo rd  i t s  p a r a l l e l . *  I ts h e i g h t ,  he 
wro te ,  w a s  500 f e e t .  Hennepin exaggerated n e a r l y  every th ing  he  wrote ( t h e  
F a l l s  i s  f 67 f e e t  h i g h ) .  Besides  exaggera t ing ,  he made h imse l f  t h e  p r i n -  
c i ~ a l  a c t o r  on v a r i o u s  occas ions ,  and even wrote of an i m q i n a r y  voyage 
down t h e  M i s s i s s i n n i .  

La S a l l e  had s e l e c t e d  a s i t e  f o r  h i s  s h i p b u i l d i n g  above t h e  F a l l s  
v r h e r ~  Cayuga Creek runs  i n t o  t h e  Niagara River .  Bark-covered h u t s  were 
b u i l t  and a similar s t r u c t u r e  w a s  provided as a chape l ,  where Fa the r  Henne- 
p i n  o f f i c i a t e d .  7 h i t e  oaks +rere f e l l e d .  Some were whipsawed i n t o  planks  

I vrhile o t h e r s  v e r e  shaped by adze and broadaxe i n t o  t imber s ,  k e e l  and r i b s .  
On January  2 6 ,  1679, La S a l l e  drove t h e  f irst  p i n  i n t o  t h e  k e e l .  

The Winter  w a s  ve ry  c o l d ,  and t h e  supply  of  food low. The I roquo i s  
t h rea t ened  t o  burn t h e  s h i u ,  and vord w a s  s e n t  t o  La S a l l e  t h a t  a s h i p  
c a r r y i n g  equiament had been l o s t  and sunk i n  t h e  Great  Lakes. La S a l l e  
met d i s a s t e r  vrhen h i s  c r e d i t o r s  s e i zed  much of  h i s  p roper ty .  He had t o  
r e t u r n  t o  L o ~ ~ ~ e r  Canada t o  r ea r r ange  h i s  affairs .  While he w a s  gone, t h e  
s h i p  was completed and t h e  workers boarded h e r  t o  p revent  h e r  from being 
s e t  on f i r e  by t h e  I roquo i s .  The v e s s e l  c a r r i e d  a cargo of  45 t o n s ,  had 
two masts r igged  w i t h  squa re  sa i l s  and w a s  armed wi th  f i v e  small cannon. 
A g r i f f i n  ( a n  a n c i e n t  my th i ca l  c r e a t u r e ,  h a l f  l i o n  and ha l f  e a g l e )  w a s  
carved on t h e  nrow of t h e  s h i p  i n  honour of  Count de  Frontenac whose c o a t  
of  arms w a s  supported by two such c r e a t u r e s .  The s h i p  w a s  named t h e  
Gr i f fon .  It w a s  t h e  f i r s t  such  v e s s e l  t o  e n t e r  Lake E r i e .  Aboard were 
t h i r t y - f o u r  men - passengers  and crew, a long  w i t h  Fa the r  Hennepin and two 
more R e c o l l e t  p r i e s t s  and t h e  p i l o t ,  Luc, a g r e a t  b l u s t e r o u s  hulk  of a m a n  
wi th  many y e a r s  of exper ience  s a i l i n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  The Gr i f fon  s a i l e d  
a c r o s s  Lake E r i e  and i n t o  t h e  l a k e  which F a t h e r  Hemepin c a l l e d  S a i n t e  
C l a i r e .  Re desc r ibed  t h e  D e t r o i t  River  as border ing  v a s t  meadows wi th  
v i n e y a r d s ,  t r e e s  bea r ing  good f r u i t .  The l a n d ,  he s a i d ,  w a s  f u l l  of  bea r ,  
d e e r ,  t u r k e y s  and swan. The h u n t e r s  k i l l e d  s o  many t h a t  t h e  ~ i g g i n g s  of 
t h e  s h i n  was covered v i t h  c a r c a s s e s .  

Rennepin w a s  s o  exubesant  t h a t  he exclaimed, " those  who s h a l l  be so 
ha.tpy as t o  i n h a b i t  t h a t  noble  country  cannot bu t  rernenber w i t h  g r a t i t u d e  
those  ~ ~ h o  have d i scovered  t h e  way." The c u r r e n t  .*!as s o  s t r r ~ n g  SP.at twelve 
x e n  I..erp s e ~ t  a s h e r e  1,rith c a b l e s  t o  guide t h e  s h i p  i n t o  Lake Huron. 

Af t e r  t h e  s h i n  na i l ed  bol.dly ir.to t h a t  i n l and  I,zke, :r sudden squal l .  
s t r u c k  t ~ r r s r  i n t o  t h e  crew a n d  passengers .  A2,.i aboard f e l l  t o  t h e i r  knees 
i n  n r a y e r  except  I ~ u c ,  t h e  p i l o t ,  who re fused  t o  j o i n  them. In s t ead  of 1 
p ray ing ,  he swore xnd cursed La S a l l e  f o r  b r ing ing  him t o  p e r i s h  i n  a I I 



n a s t y  l a k e .  He remained a t  t h e  helm, l e t t i n g  the  s h i p  run wi th  the  wind 
u n t i l  t h e  storm abated.  On August 27th,  the  Griffon dropped anchor a t  
Machilimackinac. F'rom t h e  deck La S a l l e  could s e e  t h e  Huron and O t t a w a  
v i l l a g e s  and t h e  J e s u i t  mission of S t .  Ignace,  from which Louis J o l l i e t ,  
accornxnied by Father  Jacques Marquette, had s e t  out  i n  1673 t o  d iscover  
t h e  Miss i s s inn i .  

The Gr i f fon  announced h e r  a r r i v a l  by f i r i n g  a s a l u t e  from h e r  cannons. 
S t a r t l e d  Indians  turned ou t ,  as tonished by both t h e  man-made thmder and 
t h e  s i g h t  of t h e  b i g  canoe. La S a l l e ,  dressed i n  a s c a r l e t  c loak laced 
with gold,  paid a v i s i t  of cour tesy  t o  t h e  Indians.  The l a t t e r  were f r i e n d l y  
and La S a l l e ,  i n  o rde r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  c u r i o s i t y ,  p e r n i t t e d  some of them 
t o  climb aboard t h e  Griffon.  

S e t t i n g  sa i l ,  t h e  Gr i f fon  t r a v e l l e d  t o  Washington Is land i n  the  mouth 
of Green Bay. On September 18,  a f t e r  loading  a g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  of f u r s  on 
board,  the  Gr i f fon  s a i l e d  on a r e t u r n  voyage t o  Niagara. On t h e  way La 
S a l l e  ordered Luc t o  pick up m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a s h i p  which he intended t o  bui ld  
on t h e  I l l i n o i s  River - now t h e  S t .  Joseph - i n  Michigan. 

La S a l l e  and h i s  men padd.led south,  weathering s t o r n s  and near  s ta rva-  
t i o n .  They entered St .  Josenh River  on November 1 .  On November 20 ,  1679, 
La S a l l e  was joined by Tonty and twenty men, and they b u i l t  a f o r t  which he 
named M i a m i .  Eager t o  bui ld  a shipyard and base,  La S a l l e  and h i s  pa r ty  
naddled un t h e  S t .  Joseph, portaged t o  the  Rankakee and i n t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s .  
On t h e  s i t e  of Peor ia  they   itched t h e i r  camp and b u i l t  Por t  Crevecoeur; 
they  began g e t t i n g  out s h i p  t imbers .  La S a l l e  w a s  worried by the  l ack  of 
n e m  of t h e  Griffon. He s e t  out  on foo t  i n  1680 from Por t  M i a m i  and crossed 
lower Michigan i n  t h e  Snring,  cont inuing on t o  Por t  Frontenac by canoe. By 
then  he vras convinced t h a t  t h e  Griffon w a s  l o s t .  

Fa ther  Hennepin re turned  t o  France and, i n  1683, he published h i s  f i r s t  
book, a d e s c r i p t i o n  of Louisiana.  I n  1697, a f t e r  La S a l l e  had been dead f o r  
t e n  yea r s ,  he published "A New Discovery Of A V a s t  Country In America". I n  
i t  he claimed not  only t o  have explored t h e  upper reaches of t h e  Miss i s s ipp i ,  
but a l s o  t o  have preceded La S a l l e  i n  descending t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  Gulf of 
Mexico. H i s  m a t e r i a l  w a s  t aken  from a book which had been suppressed by t h e  
king.  Rejected by h i s  Order f o r  h i s  mendacity znd unre l ig ious  conduct, 
Hennenin died i n  obsct t r i ty .  

What had become of t h e  Griffon? Indians claimed the  s h i p  anchored o f f  
o f f  t h e  nor the rn  shore of Lake Michigan. They s a i d  t h a t  they had urged t h e  
p i l o t  t o  sa i l  c l o s e  t o  shore,  but  he  boldly s teered  out  i n t o  t h e  l ake ,  
where a v i o l e n t  storm broke, and no more w a s  heard of t h e  Griffon.  L a  S a l l e  
bel ieved t h a t  t h e  n i l o t  s c u t t l e d  t h e  s h i p  a f t e r  first having removed the  
va luable  cargo of f u r s .  Another theory i s  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s ' l u r e d  t h e  crew 
ashore ,  murdered them, took what they  wanted from the s h i p  and s e t  i t  on 
f i r e .  

La S a l l e  returned t o  For t  M i a m i  i n  1681 and, by canoe, reached t h e  
Miss i s s inp i  and, a t  l eng th ,  t h e  Gulf.  There, on Apr i l  9, 1682, he claimed 
nossession of the  g r e a t  v a l l e y  f o r  France and named i t  Louisiana i n  honour 
of  hi^ king (Louis XIV). He re turned  t o  Pa r i s  i n  triumph i n  1683. 

Once again he s e t  sa i l ,  wi th  four  s h i p s ,  t h i s  time f o r  t h e  West I n d i e s  
One sh in  w a s  captured by p i r a t e s .  S a i l i n g  i n t o  t h e  Gulf of Mexico, La 
S a l l e ,  unable t o  f ind  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Miss i s s ipp i ,  f i n a l l y  landed on t h e  
coas t  of Texas. One s h i p  returned t o  France, and soon the  o the r  two v e s s e l s  
were wrecked. Exploring p a r t i e s  were unable t o  f i f i d  t h e  g r e n t  r i v e r ,  and 
over  h a l f  t h e  company d ied .  Af ter  a imless  wanderings, s u f f e r i n g  d isebse ,  
d iscord  and f r u s t r a t i o n ,  La S a l l e  w a s  murdered on March '18, 1687 by two of 



h i s  t reacherous  men. Thus ended t h e  brave dream of a prosperous colony 
L over which he would pres ide .  

(To be cont inued)  

F* Editorts Notebook {L,? .!\ 

T h i g  i s  my f i n a l  i s s u e  as Ed i to r  of t h e  Ontar io N u m i s m a t i s t .  A s  t h i s  
is  being w r i t t e n ,  I have moved from Metro Toronto t o  Calgary, Alberta ,  
where i t  i s  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  l i v e  and work henceforth.  Since I an now far 
removed from t h e  mainstream of t h e  Ontar io numismatic scene,  and the re fo re  
unable  t o  keep pace wi th  events  t h e r e ,  i t  i s  only reasonable t h a t  I should 
r e l i n q u i s h  t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  i n  favour  of someone c l o s e r  t o  t h e  news. 

Accordingly, I submitted my r e s i g n a t i o n  as Ed i to r  t o  Bruce Watt, t h e  
O.N.A. P res iden t ,  at t h e  end of J u l y ,  jus t  p r i o r  t o  my move West. However, 
I agreed t o  e d i t  the  September i s s u e ,  i n  order  t o  give t h e  O.N.A. Executive 
t ime t o  seek out  a new Edi to r .  Whoever my replacement may be, I hope that 
he w i l l  g ive  t h i s  t a s k  h i s  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n .  I have had a l o t  of fun 
e d i t i n g  the  Ontar io ITumismatist dur ing  the  pas t  year ,  and I have t r i e d  t o  
beef-up t h e  bu!.letin t o  make i t  a v i a b l e  numismatic publ ica t ion .  I f e e l  
that I have succeeded t o  some ex ten t  i n  t h i s  goa l ,  and I hope t h a t  the  new 
E d i t o r  w i l l  continue my pol icy  of always s t r i v i n g  t o  make each i s s u e  a l i t t l e  
b i t  b e t t e r  than  t h e  last  one. 

I have c o n t i n u a l l y  asked f o r  feedback from the  members and, except f o r  
t h a t  t~rhich I have received from t h e  Executive, i t  has been slow coming i n  
and mostly negat ive  i n  one way o r  another .  However, even that has been 
encouraging, as i t  has shosvn t h a t  a w e  members a r e  a t  l e a s t  readixg  t h e  
Ontar io  Numismatist -- a f a c t  which I have had occasion t o  doubt,  sometimes. 

What a r e  my ~ l a n s ,  now? Well, at the  moment, not  too v a s t .  W i n g  
t h e  r ecen t  C . ~ . A .  Convention i n  Edmonton, I became the  
Vice-president of t h e  Canadian Associat ion of Wooden 
Money Col l ec to r s ,  and plan t o  devote some time t o  doing 
a consc ient ious  job i n  t h a t  capaci ty  ( I  may even al low 
myself t o  be persuaded t o  take over the  e d i t o r s h i p  of 
t h e  Associa t ionf  s news le t t e r ,  s ince  they  a r e  looking f o r  
a new ~ d i t o r )  . I plan on cont inuing my two columns i n  
Canadian Coin News, I n  add i t ion ,  I w i l l  probably start  
a t t e n d i n g  meetings of t h e  Calgary numismatic Socie ty ,  of 
which I have been a member f o r  the  p a s t  couple of years .  
Other than t h a t ,  I am looking forward t o  hav i r4  a l i t t l e  
more f r e e  time than  previously,  i n  order  t o  continue my 
numismatic research ,  and catch  up on some a r t i c l e s  1 

have  bee^ nlanning t o  tur i te  f o r  same time. 

I n  the meantime, this  i. "so-longw. I w i l l  not say "good-bye" s i n c e  
I i r t e n d  t o  kepn i n  touch with my numismatic f r i e n d s  "down Eas t" ,  and w i l l  
o c c e s i o ~ ~ l l y  g e t  back f o r  s h o r t  visi ts .  Henceforth, I can be reached by 
mail at the fol lowing address:  Stan Clute,  P. 0. 3ox 280, S t a t i o n  
Cai.gery, Alberta ,  T2H 2G8, ahould any of my many acouaintances i n  Ontario 
wish t o  ge t  i n  touch with me. 



Show Schedule 

Sept.  8: Huronia Numismatic Associa t ion ' s  annual show, Bayfield Mall, 
Bar r i e ,  Ont. Information: P. 0.  Box 247, Bar r i e ,  Ont., L4M 4T2 

Sent.  7 5  & 16: Toronto Coin Club's annual F a l l  show, Royal York Hotel ,  
100 Front  S t r e e t  West, Toronto ( r i g h t  across  t h e  road from Union 
S t a t i o n  - a l s o  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  from the  Subway). Information: 
Toronto Coin Club, P. 0.  Fox 865, Adelaide S t r e e t  Post  Office,  
Toronto, Ontar io,  M5C 2H1 

Sent.  29: Pemex '79, Highview School Auditorium, Pembroke, Ont., opening 
a t  10:OO A. M. 

October 7: Sa rn ia  Numismatic S o c i e t y l a  annual show. More informetion when 
a v a i l a b l e .  

Oct, 13: Richmond W i l l  Coin Club's annual co in  show, Wi l l c res t  M a l l ,  corner  
of Highway # 1 1  (Yonge S t r e e t )  a t  C a r r v i l l e  Road, Richmond H i l l .  
Information: Richmond W i l l  Coin Club, P, 0,  Box386, Richmond H i l l ,  
Ont., L4C 4Y6 

Oct, 20: Thist le town Coin k Stamp Club's annual coin & stamp show, E t o b i c o k ~  
Public  Library ,  Albion Road, j u s t  West of Kipl ing Avenue, Etobicok 
Information: P. 0.  Box 1143, S t a t i o n  "B", Weston, Ont,, M9L 2R8 

Oct. 21: Ti l l sonburg  Coin Club's annual co in  show, a t  the  Tfl lsonburg Com- 
munity Centre i n  t h e  Lions Auditorium. Information: Doug Mitchener, 
1 Myrtle S t r e e t ,  Ti l l sonburg ,  Ont. 

Oct. 26 - 28: Montreal Coin & Stamp Show, Sheraton-Mount Royal Hotel, Montreal 
Quebec. Information: Guy Lestrade,  P. 0. Box 1144, S t a t i o n  "B", 
Montreal, Quebec, H7B 7K9 

Oct. 27: S t ,  Catharines  Coin Club, annual show and banquet, Westminster 
Church H a l l ,  Queenston S t r e e t ,  St .  Catharines ,  1 1  :00 A, M. t o  6:00 
P . .  Free admission and parking 

October 28: S t r a t f o r d  Coin & Stamp Show, Royal Canadian Legion, S t ,  P a t r i c k  
and Church S t r e e t s ,  S t r a t f o r d ,  10:00 A. M, t o  6:OO P.M. Free 
admission and f r e e  door p r i z e s .  

J u l y  22  - 26 ,  1980: C,N,A.  1980 Convention, Montreal. Information: Guy 
Lestrade,  9. 0 ,  Box 1144, S t a t i o n  "B", Montreal, Quebec, HljB 7K9 



N E W  S H O W  

I A new show c a l l e d  ttThe World of Jews and Judaicat t  now appears on 
Willovdowns Cable Televis ion  i n  t h e  c i t y  of North York on Wednesdays a t  
7:00 P. M. and Thursdays a t  9:70 P. Me The show d e a l s  with a l l  a spec t s  
of t h e  Holy Land: c o l l e c t i b l e s  a r e  covered i n  depth,  from coins ,  banknotes, 
and s ta rnns  through maps and a r i n t s .  There a r e  a l s o  many in-depth i n t e r -  
v ievs  with ~ r o m i n e n t  community l e a d e r s ,  organiza t ion  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and 
va r ious  c o l l e c t o r s .  The h o s t  of the  show is  no s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  numismatic 
community - J e f f r e y  Jacobs is  a well  known e x h i b i t o r  of Holy band numismatic 
m a t e r i a l .  

N E W  M E M B E R S  

The a ~ n l i c a t i o n s  ~ u b l i s h e d  i n  the  J u l y  - August i s s u e  of t h e  Ontario 
Numismatist have now been accepted. 

The fol lowing a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  membership have been received and, i f  
i 
I no w r i t t e n  ob jec t ions  a r e  rece ived ,  acceptance w i l l  be acknowledged i n  t h e  
$ October i s s u e  of the  Ontar io Numismatist. 

1123. ...... Geoff Cole, P .  0. Box 1058, B e l l e v i l l e ,  Ont., K8N 5E8 

1124.......Frank J. Gal lant ,  452 Fernleigh Ci rc le  S., Richmond H i l l ,  Ont., 
L4C 1E6 

61125. ...... Keith Severs ,  21 York S t r e e t ,  Cannington, Ont.9 LOE 1EO 

1126.. ..... John M. Brennan, 186 Pleasant  Park Road, O t t a w a ,  Ont., K1H 5M5 

J1127.. . . . . .Mike Jaeger ,  69 Rouse Avenue, Cambridge, Ont., N1R 4M7 

U. S. " C A R S O N  C I T Y "  SILVER D O L L A R S  

This  i tem may be of i n t e r e s t  t o  c o l l e c t o r s  of U. S .  Morgan s i l v e r  
d o l l a r s .  Two s a l e s  of a t o t a l  of 978,174 Carson Ci ty  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  - 
t h e  l a s t  of t h e  U. S.  government's holdings of t h e  h i s t o r i c  coins  - w i l l  
be held e a r l y  nex t  year ,  t h e  U. S.  General S e m i c e s  Administration has 
announced. 

The agency asked f o r  an expression of i n t e r e s t  from persons i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchasing t h e  coins ,  r eques t ing  t h a t  they send a postcard wi th  t h e i r  
name and address ,  inc lud ing  z i p  code, t o  Carson Ci ty  S i l v e r  Dol lars ,  San 
Francisco,  C a l i f .  341 70, Information and o rde r  f o m s  w i l l  be s e n t  those 
on the  l i s t  ~ r i o r  t o  the  s a l e s .  

The marketing plan fol lows t h e  recommendations submitted by an  
advisory  panel of numismatic exper t s  t o  OSA Administrator  Rowland G .  Freeman 
111. The panel was convened i n  Washington, D.C. i n  April .  

"This p lan  w i l l  i n s u r e  t h e  pub l i c  a widespread oppor tuni ty  t o  ob ta in  
t h e s e  coins , t t  Freeman s a i d ,  "while assur ing  m a x i m u m  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Treasury 
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of a l l  t h e  taxpayers." 

GSA, t h e  United S t a t e s  g o v e m e n t t s  business  agent ,  i s  authorized t o  
s e l l  t h e  co1r.s uncler l e g i s l a t i o n  signed by Pres ident  Car te r  on March 7 ,  1979. 
Freeman sa id  nubl ic  i n t e r e s t  i n  the s i l v e r  d o l l a s ,  minted between 1879 I 
and 1891, has been s i g n i f i c a n t ,  w i th  more than  60,000 i n q u i r i e s  reco ;-ved by 
GSA s ince  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  was passed. 1 



The f i r s t  s a l e  w i l l  o f f e r  923,287 a i l v e r  d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  pub l i c  by m a i l  
o rder  a t  f ixed  p r i c e s .  This  s a l e  w i l l  f e a t u r e  t h r e e  s e p w a t e  ca tegor ies  
of t h e  90s  s i l v e r  co ins  (with t h e  q u a n t i t y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  ~ w e n t h e s e s )  : 
1883-CC (195,745),  1884-CC (428,1521, and "Mixed Years-CC" --1879-1885 and 
1890-1891 (299,390).  The c o i n s ,  with no l i m i t  on t h e  number t h a t  may be 
ordered ,  b r i l l  be sold only f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  ADDRESSES ;?ITYIN THE EU'ITED 
STATZS, ITS TZRRLTORIES XSD POSSESSIONS ML'D TO APO AJqD PPO NUT.ZBERS. Orders 
w i l l  be processed a t  random, based on d a t e s  rece ived ,  and w i l : l .  be f i l l e d  up  
t o  500 coins Der category.  To ensure e q u i t a b l e  pub l i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  GSA 
w i l l  f i l l  t h e  balance of orders  f o r  maore than 500 s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  from any 
coins remaining st the  end of t h e  s a l e .  

The second s a l e  w i l l  o f f e r  54,847 Carson Ci ty  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  i n  t h r e e  
separa te  mint-year ca tegor ies :  1880-CC (4 ,284) ,  1881-CC ( 1 8 , 9 9 6 ) ~  and 1885- 
CC (31,567) .  These coins  w i l l  be so1.d a t  pub l i c  auc t ion  by mail bid.  There 
w i l l  be a l i m i t  of f i v e  from each category per  bidder .  I f  any coins remain 
from t h e  f i r s t  s a l e ,  they  w i l l  be included,  a s  l o t s ,  t h i s  of fer ing .  

P r i c e s  w i l l  be announced v r i o r  t o  each s a l e ,  with e i t h e r  f ixed p r i ces  
o r  minimum bid p r i c e s  determined by market condi t ions  a t  t h e  time. A l l  
p r i c e s  w i l l  inc lude  t h e  c o s t  of d e l i v e r y  by r e g i s t e r e d  m a i l ,  except f o r  
any co ins  of fered  on a  l o t  b a s i s  i n  the  second s a l e .  Successful  bidders  
w i l l  be respons ib le  f o r  t h e  removal of t h e  coins.  

Coins o f fe red  i n  t h e  two s a l e s  r en resen t  t h e  balance of some 2.9 m i l l i o n  
Carson Ci ty  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  discovered i n  a  U. S .  Treasury v a u l t  during a  1964 
a u d i t .  From 1972 t o  1974, GSA sold  1,959,428 of t h e s e  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  i n  
f i v e  nub l i c  s a l e s ,  n e t t i n g  $55.7 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  governnent. 
The s a l e s  were discont inued i n  1974. 

Designed by George T .  Morgan, the  coins  f e a t u r e  t h e  head of Y i s s  L ibe r ty  
on one s i d e  and an eagle  wi th in  an o l ive  wreath on t h e  o ther .  The l e t t e r s  
l*CC'l --  f o r  Carson Ci ty  -- appear under the  wreath. The Carson Ci ty  mint 
w a s  closed i n  1893. 

Dates of t h e  s a l e s  w i l l  be arvlounced a s  soon as  GSA plans a r e  f i n a l .  

C O I N  FIND 

llCoins from t h e  Excavations a t  Chateau Clute": A s  explained i n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l ,  
t h e  E d i t o r  has r e c e n t l y  moved "out  West" t o  Calgary, and is  r e n t i n g  t h e  f r o n t  
f l a t  i n  a divided bungalow. Recent ly,  a f r i end  came by f o r  a  v i s i t  - with 
h i s  metal d e t e c t o r  - and we went over the  f r o n t  lawn, i n  t h i s  old r e s i d e n t i a l  
wart of t h e  c i t y .  Some of t h e  f i n d s  were s l i g h t l y  s u r p r i s i n g ,  a t  l e a s t .  
Here is a l i s t  of what we turned UP: 

Canadian Cents: 1928 (obverse badly ~ i t t e d ) ,  1947 (2), 1949, 1957, 
1963, 1968, 1969, 1971; p lus  2 of a l a r g e  cent  
dated 191 5 

1  Chinese cash coin  of emperor Tao Kumg ( 1821 -51 ) , Board of Revenue 

1  1968 Calgary dog t a g  
1  old r i f l e  s h e l l  of indeterminate  o r i g i n  ( looks R u s s i m )  
p lus  a s so r t ed  n a i l s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  c l i p s ,  b o t t l e  caps, ma aluxifnm 
f o i l .  


