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YOU ARE TBl3 C O I N  CLUB 
By Stan Clute 

North York Coin Club 
No matter how l a rge  a coin club i s  

or how many members at tend i t s  meetings, 
the  guest l s impression of tha t .  club u s u ~  . 
a l l y  r e s t s  with one person. That individ- 
ua l  may be the  c lub ' s  Receptionist ,  Sec- 
r e t a ry ,  President  or any other  member who 
i s  the  f i r s t  person t o  meet the  guest ,  

I n  the  course of t h a t  f i r s t  in t ro -  
duction t o  the  club, the  prospective new 
member w i l l  judge t o  a g rea t  extent  the  
f r i end l ine s s  i n t e r e s t  and qua l i t y  OF the  
coin club. i f  the  person representing 
the  club i s  p o l i t e  and knowledgeable, the  
guest  w i l l  be impressed favourably. On 
the  other  hand, i f  the  member i s  rude and 
appears t o  have l i t t l e  or  no i n t e r e s t ,  
the  gues t ' s  r a t i n g  of t h e  club w i l l  be low, 

The r e s u l t ?  The guest  w i l l  go t o  i 
another club whose members are f r i end ly  
and in t e r e s t ed  i n  t h e i r  hobby and i n  
other  co l lec to rs :  the  club with but  one 
i n d i f f e r e n t  member w i l l  l o s e  a prospect ive '  
member. 

Nothing worthwhile was ever aohieved 
without enthusiasm. If you're bogged 
down or  f ru s t r a t ed  t ry ing  t o  achieve goals  
t r y  incre3sing your numismatic e f f o r t s  
threefold  and see what happens. YOU should 
look, a c t  and t a l k  en thus i a s t i ca l l y  with 
every co l lec to r  of numismatic mater ia l  
you meet. How can you be more enthusias t - .  
i c ?  Some day when you f e e l  low and it 
seems t o  be a bad day, fo rce  yourself t;o 
a c t  en thus ias t i c ,  n o  matter what, Strange. 
as  i t  may seem, yhen you a c t  en thus i a s t i c  
i t  i s  not  long before you r e d l y  are en- 
t h u s i a s t i c ,  E N T H U S I A S M works 
and i t  can r e d l y  improve your enjoyment , 

of your hobby, your c lub ' s  meetings and 
coin shows, and the  impression you make on 
other  col lec tors .  
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Help your club win new members and accomplish more, numismatica- 
l l y ,  by influencing every fellow co l lec to r  and every guest fa.vourably, 
After a l l ,  i t ' s  YOUR club. 
******** X * * * * * * *  ******W ******** ******** 
With the  announcement of the  i s sue  of $10.00 and $5,00 Olympic coins 
i n  Canada we bel ieve t h i s  m t i c l e  i s  timely indeed. 

THE O R I G I N  OF THE OLYMPICS 
Thanks t o  Ruth McQuade, Ottawa Coin Club. 

If you t r a v e l  down the  west coast  of the  Peloponnese, you w i l l  
reach'.a s m a l l  por t ,  Katakolon. Not f a r  inland i s  Pyrgos, and from 
there  you can reach Olympia i n  an hour by t r a in .  

It was here t h a t  all the  Hellenes came t o  worship the  g rea t  de i t -  
i e s  they loved - Glympian Zeus and h i s  divine partner Hera, and i t  was 
here they met t o  ce lebra te  the  Olympic games. Olympia was merely the  
name of a l e v e l  p la in?  a small enclosure i n  the  d i s t r i c t  of E l i s ,  
s i tua ted  a t  the  junction of two r i v e r s ,  

I t  was a t  E l i s ,  i n  -the gymnasium t h a t  candidates from all p a r t s  
of Greece were t e s t ed  before they were admitted t o  the  a t h l e t i c  com- 
p e t i t i o n s  a t  Olympia, To have passed tmough the  t ra in ing  of t en  
months, was regarded a s  the most valuable preparation. 

The most d i s t a n t  colonies sent  t h e i r  a t h l e t e s  here t o  compete i n  
f r i end ly  r i v d r y ,  a t  i n t e r v d s  of four  years ,  with t h e i r  b ~ e t M m  from 
a l l  the  c iv i l i z ed  world. Greeks from S ic i l y  and Magna Graecia met 
those of Cyrene and Cyprus. Crete and Byzantium mixed with Megara and 
Euboes. The simple f o l k s  of the  i s l ands  met g r ea t  men of At t ice  and 
Corinthia.  Greek colonies of Asia peaceably associated with those of 
Macedonia and Epirus, Croesus sent  h i s  t r i b u t e  t o  Olympia, and Hieron 
of Syracuse h i s  armour t o  record h i s  v ic tory  over the  p i r a t e s  of the  
Tyrrhenian Sea, They, who were always f igh t ing  with one another, l a i d  
aside t h e i r  feuds once i n  f i v e  years ,  and voyaged t o  Olympia. (The 
Olympiad, a system of t e l l i n g  time, was the  period of four years  be- 
tween successive ce lebra t ions  of -the Olympic games. The Olympiads 
were used by Greek h i s to r i ans  t o  r e f e r  t o  preceding centur ies ,  but 
never i n  everyday use.) 

A t  Olymia, the  sacred grove of Zeus was surrounded with a w e l l .  
Within i t  were the  temples, t r ea su r i e s ,  and s ta tues ,  Outside was the  
stadium - the  exact  l eng th  being 210 yards, There was no town of 
Olympia. 

The f i r s t  recorded race  was i n  776B.C. and was won by Coroebus 
of E l i s ,  but h i s to r i ans  bel ieve the  games WeFe staged hundreds of y e w s  
e a r l i e r .  The f i r s t  races  were foot  races  which honoured Zeus. Grad- 
ua l l y  all the  Greek c i t y .  s t a t e s  began t o  take par t .  About 708 B.C. 
******** ******** ******** ******** ******** 
THE ONTARIO NUMISMATIST i s  published monthly by the  Ontario Numismatic 
Association. The publicat ion can be obtained with membership i n  one 
of the  following categor ies  :- Life  Membership - $50., Regular Member- 
ship  - $4. annually, Juniors  (up t o  18 y e a s  of age) $3. annually? 
Husband and Wife (one Journal) - $6. annually, Club - @0, annually. 
Special  O.N.A. S i l ve r  Lapel Pins - $2.50, 

Remittance made pay able t o  The Ontario Numismatic Association, c/o 
Mr. Bruce Raszmann, P.0, Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario, 
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l i ng .  Later they added boxing and char io t  racing. 
The winners were crowned with wreaths of sacred c l i ve ,  C r i e r s  

announced t h e i r  names throughout the  land. A r t i s t s  dedicated s t a t u e s  
t o  them and poets wrote odes t o  the Olympic heroes. 

I n  the  ea r ly  Olympics, s a c r i f i c e s  of grain,  wine a i d  lambs were 
made tbo Zeus on the f i r s t  day. The foot  races  were held f i rs t .  One 
of the most prized contes ts  was the pentathlon which consisted of f i v e  
pa r t s ,  or t e s t s  of s t rength  and s k i l l  (a  changed form of the  pentathlon 
i s  s t i l l  pa r t  of the  Olympics), 

We can conclude then, t h a t  the o r ig ina l  Olympics games were a re-  
l i gous  f e s t i v a l  of the  deepest solemnity. They ce r ta in ly  d id  much 
t o  bind the  d i s i a n t  colorlies t o  the  mother country, and no doubt they 
account f o r  the  s imi l a r i t y  i n  s t y l e  of art ,  of Greek buildings sculpt- e ures ,  and coins made by people se t t l ed  a t  g r ea t  d is tances  apar . 

With the  decl ine  of the  Greek c i t y  s t a t e s  i n  the  300 B,C., ath- 
l e t e s  from other  l ands  entered the Olympic games, Gradually the  games 
t rue  purpose of g lo r i fy ing  the  individual  became l o s t ,  About 60 A.11, 
Nero entered the  games. Nero was a poor a th l e t e  - by competing he 
lowered the  Olympic standards of sportsmanship and s k i l l .  The games 
became so corrupt  t h a t  the Chr i s t i an  Emperor Therdosius abolislied them 
i n  395 A,D. 

While Greece was i n  decl ine ,  i t  was ravaged of i t s  bronze s t a tues  
which went t o  enr ich  Rome, A wonderful co l lec t ion  of Greek bronze 
s t a tues  can be seen i n  the  Naples museum. Some of the f i n e s t  marbles 
i n  Europe are  copies of ancient Greek bronzes. 

And so, f i n d l y ,  people came t o  fo rge t  about Olympia. The Hell- 
enic  race became e x t i n c t  - i t s  f e s t i v a l s  were no more - i t  had played 
i t s  p a r t  i n  the worldf S h is tory .  There was no longer need f o r  the  
Olympic games. An earthquake l eve l l ed  many buildings i n  Olympia i n  
the seventh century and a l t e red  the  course of the  r i v e r s .  Olympia was 
deserted and forgot ten  and over i t  nature  drew a ve i l .  The r i v e r s  
overflowed. and ,the area  was. flooded and over the  years  it became f i l l e d  
with s i l t .  
1500 years  l a t e r  

I t  was S i r  Wp. Gel1 who discovered the s i t e .  I n  1817 a B r i t i s h  
t o u r i s t  brought home a bronze he1.met he hzd picked up i n  the  r i v e r  bed 
and i s  now i n  the  B r i t i s h  museum, In 1829 the  French dug on the  s i t e  
and t h e i r  f i nds  are  i n  the  Louvre, The German government voted 5 b , 0 0 0  
f o r  the  excavation and t h i s  began i n  1875. M t e r  much of the  stadium 
had been cleared it was found there  were no a r t i f i c i a l  sea t s ,  and it 
was computed t h a t  from 'i09000 t o  L1.5~000 spec ta to rs  could have found 
s i t t i n g  room. They found the  starting point and the  goal i n  the  stadium 
were marked by limestone thresholds.  One s t a tue  was found - Hermes. 
TO have found t h i s  one s ta tue  made the  whole excavation worth while. 

So now we have the whole plan of Olympia - t h i s  excavtition took s i y  
years. 

I n  1896 Baron P ie r re  de Coubertin of France helped organize a re- 
newal of the Olympics i n  Athens. His i n t e r e s t  i n  the games had been 
stimulated by the  excavation of the  r i v e r s  of the anciehtstadium i n  1878, 

On the  morning of April 6 ,  1896, King George 1 of Greece with the  
Duke of Spar ta  and members of the  Dipl.omatic Corps. stood i n  the  royd-  
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box i n  the  new and magnificient stadium i n  Athens, and formally opened 
the  f i r s t  of the modern Olympic games, As the  ancient s i t e  of Olympia 
was out  of the  question, i t  was thought f i t t i n g  t o  s t a x t  the  r ev iva l  
of the  games on Greek s o i l .  

Eight nat ions  took p a r t  i n  the 1896 games. The marathon foo t  r ace  
from Marathon t o  Athens a t t r ac t ed  the  most i n t e r e s t .  It was held i n  
honour of the messenger who brought t o  Athens 'the news of the v ic tory  
a t  Marathon, then died. 

And so, every four years  amateur a t h l e t e s  from nat ions  throughout 
the  world compete i n  a spor ts  show cal led  the  Olyinpic games. No other  
spor t  spectacle has a background so h i s t o r i c  or t h r i l l i n g ,  

Flags f l u t t e r ,  cheers r ing  out  as  a swif t  runner c a r r i e s  a blaz- 
ing  torch i n t o  the arena t o  l i g h t  the Olympic flame. The l i gh t ed  torch 
has been brought many miles from E l i s  Greece, where the  games began 
more than 2,700 years  ago. The a th leees  march i n t o  the stadium behlnd 
t h e i r  na t iona l  f l ags ,  stand tit a t t en t i on  and pledge t o  obey t h e  r u l e s  
of sportsmanship and fair play. The host  na t ion then proclaims the  
opening of the  Olympic games, These games are  divided i n t o  summer and 
winta?? games, summer about two weeks, and winter t en  days. 

The Olympic flame i s  a symbol of peace and f r i endsh ip  and i s  l it  
a t  the  s i t e  of the ancient games, Runners i n  cross  country re lays ,  
planes, and ships  carry the  flame t o  t h e  stadium of the  host  cpuntry. 

The o f f i c i a l  f l ag ,  f i r s t  used i n  1920 i s  white and a t  i t s  cent re  
are  f i v e  in ter locking r i n g s  of blue, yellow, black, green and red. The 
colpurs of the  f l a g  were chosen because a t  l e a s t  one of them appears i n  
the  f l a g  of every nat ion of the  world. The o f f i c i a l  motto i s  C i t i u m ,  
Altius, For t ius ,  which means Swifter ,  Higher, Stronger. The r i n g s  are  
l inked together  t o  represent  the  sport ing f r iendship  of the  peoples of 
the  world. 

The purpose of the games i s  t o  l e t  a t h l e t e s  v ie  with each other.  
Nations do no t  ac tual ly  compete against  each other .  Sports  w r i t e r s  
c r e d i t  countr ies  with points  i n  events be$ween teams, but t h i s  p r ac t i s e  
of ranking mation against  na t ion  i s  e n t i r e l y  unofficd..  NO NATION EVER 
OFFICIALLY WINS THE OLYMPICS The Olympic games were not  held i n  1916, 
1940 or  1944 because of w o r d  Wars. 

Summer Olympic games have been held: Winter 
1896 - Athens Not Held 
2900 - ~ a r i s  !l 

1904 - S t ,  Lpuis I I  
1908 - London 1 1  

1912 - Stockholm 
1920 - -4ntwerp 
1.928 - Ameterdam 
1932 - Los Angeles 
1936 - Ber l in  
1948 - London 
1952 - Helsinki 
1956 - Melbourne 
1960 - Rome 
1964 - Tokyo 
1968 - Mexico City 
1972 - Munich 
1976 - Montreal (?) 

1 1  

1824 - Par i s  Chamonix France 
St .  Moritz, Switzerland 
Lake 131acid, N?Y. 
G a m i  sch-Partenkirchen Germany 
S t ,  Moritz, s w i t z e r ~ a n h  
Oslo, Norway 
Cor t i n a ,  It d.y 
Squaw Valley, Cal l forni  a 
Innsbruck, AustrLa 
Grenoble, France 
Sapporo, Japan 
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References f o r  "The Origin of the Olympicstt 

ItGreek CoinsIt by Charles Seltman 
Encyclo&aedia Br i tannica  

ItGreek Coins and Their Pment Ci t i es"  by John Ward 
Reference Library Folder 

******* * * * X * * * *  **X***** ******** * * W * * * * *  

FROPOSED C O I N  SHmS 
Lis ted  below are  the  proposed coin club annual shows with da tes  and 
banquets. Please check t o  see i f  any of the  da tes  w i l l  c o n f l i c t  wi th  
your c lub ' s  show. 
Oct. 6 - Thistletown Coin Club Show a t  the  Shopper S World Plaza 

Kipling and R1bion Road from 10,00 a.m. ,to 8.00 p,m. Draw 
t i c k e t s  from Syd Ward, the s e c r e t a y  a t  the  show. 

Oct, 7 - Sarnia  Numismatic Society sponsoring the  Bluewater In ter -  
na t iona l  Coin Show i n  the  Vil lage Inn, 75& N. Chxis-tine 
S t ,  Bourse, e t c ,  From Car1 Wil l imsbn,  931 Gxoendale 
Ave., Sarnia,  Ontario. 

Oct. 13 - Canadi.an Young Numismatists(C,'SI.N.) F i r s t  Show i n  the  
Confederztion York Rooms of the  Royal York Hotel, 
Toronto, Oxt. Display Chairman - Gary Mil ler ,  P, 0. Box 
252, S ta t ion  llRii 9 Toronto 17, Bourse - Les l i e  Brown, 
11 Minto S t ,  , Toronto, Ont. 

Oct. 1 3  - Champlain Coin Club, OrilZia,  annucd coin show and banquet 
i n  t h e  Orange H a l l ,  O r i l l i a ,  Ont,vj.o. 

Oct. 111 - Tillsonburg Coin Club -4nnua.l Show i n  the  Orange H a l l ,  Brock 
S t r e e t  Tillsonburg. D e t a i l s  r e  bour se-Chas. B, La i s t e r ,  
No. 3 kighwwUTs Tillsonburg and General Chairman - Geo. 
Reynaert, 4.1 Park Avenue, Delhi, Ontario, 

Oct. 20 - St ,  Catharines Coin Club Annual Show and Banquet i n  West- 
minster Uni'ted Church Pmish  H a l l ,  Queenston. S t . ,  St .  
C a t h a ~ i n e s  Ont. A l l  enquir ies  t o  Howard H i l l ,  1 Hayes S t .  
S t ,  ~a tha r j . ne s ,  Ontario, 

Oct. 21 - St ra t fo rd  Coin Club Annual Show and Auction. For bourse 
and display- information wri.te t o  S t ra t fo rd  Coin Club, P-0, 
Box 263, St ra t ford ,  Ontario 

Oct. 27 - Toronto Coin Club Annual Show i n  the  Royal Yorkt S Confed- 
e r a t i on  and Tudor Rooms on the Main Mezzanine, Toronto. 
Bourse Chairman-Toronto Coin Club, 100 Front, S t .  West, 

Toronto 1, Ontario f o r  d e t a i l s .  
Nov. l - Champlain Coin Club ,Annual Banquet i n  S L  David' S Anglican 

Church H a l l ,  O r i l l i a ,  Ontario. 
Nov, 3 - Oshawa and D i s t r i c t  Coin Club 1 3 t h  Annual Coin Show i n  the  

Midtown M a l l .  Show Ch~irman (or chai r  lady) Larayne Pleau, 
200 Bond S t r e e t  East9 Oshawa, Ontario. 

Nov. 4 - Windsor Coin Club Annual Show a t  the  Holiday Inn, It80 River- 
s ide D r .  Wes-t from 3.0,00 a.m. t o  6.00 p.m.. Bourse, etc.- 
Garth Kuentzel, 3429 Dominion Blvd, , Windsor, Ontario, 

1974 
Mar. 30-31 -0.N.A. Convention a t  the  Sheraton-Brock I-Iotel, Niagara 

Fa l l s ,  Ontcario, D e t r i l s  r e  bourse, e t c .  t o  Howad H i l l ?  
l. I-Iayes S t , ,  St .  Catharines. Reservation d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  



Page 87 

NEWS AROUND THE C O I N  CLUBS 
BR ANT FORD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY - 

The f i r s t  meeting of the  f a l l  season 
had as i t s  theme ''Get Acquainted Nite" and the  main f e a t w e  of the  
program was the  C.N.A. s l i d e  "History of Coinage". There was a lso  an 
auction and a horse t rading t ab l e  fo r  swap,tr,ade and s e l l  i tems, 
CHAMPLAIN C O I N  CLUB - - 

The club has a new meeting place, the  community 
H a l l  i n  the  Vil lage of Rugby, on the Old Barrie  Road. I t  was pointed 
out  t h a t  as  Winnipeg i s  celebrat ing i t s  centennial i n  1974 the re  w i l l  
be two commemorative d o l l a r s  s truck,  one of nickel. and one of s i l v e r  
ch ie f ly  f o r  co l lec to rs .  
LONDON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY - --- 

The President,  Mr. Clarke, welcomed 29 
members and gues ts to  the  f i r s t  f a l l  meeting. Chris  Brooker r e d  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  from World Coins on the  fu tu re s  i n  gold and s i l v e r  
coins and bul l ion .  The speaker of the  evening, Mr. Mackie Smith, 
spoke on .the Signif icance of Porto Bello To Numismatics and showed 
coloured s l i d e s  of the  a rea  covered by h i s  t a l k ,  
ST. CATNARINES C O I N  CLUB - 

The f i r s t  meetinrr of the  f a l l  brought out 
52 members and 8 gues ts  a t  which Victor ~ n e l l  gave a r epo r t  Gn the  
C.N.A. Convention a t  Saskatoon Vic Potter  reported on the  Delegates 
meeting and J a n  Niel-sen i nv i t e& a l l  t o  attend the  C.Y.N. Convention 
i n  Toronto on Oct, 13th. There was the  usual  l i v e l y  auction a t  the  
close of the meeting. 

STRATFORD C O I N  CLUB - 
The l a s t  meeting took the  form of a dinner meet- 

ing at which r o a s t  beef was served and the  guest speaker was Pat 
Lambert, President  of the  0,N.A. His top ic  was German Notgeld and he 
had many d i f f e r e n t  pieces on display. Plans are  going well  f o r  the  
Show on October 21st  and there  a re  no draw t i c k e t s  l e f t  so i t  should 
go of f  very well. 

WATERLOO C O I N  SOCIETY - 
The September meeting featuredBruce Brace as  

%he guest speaker and h i s  .talk was I t , h  Introduction t o  Roman Coins.11 
This  was a b r i e f  review of a thousand years  of Roman Coinage ~md how 
they a re  t i e d  i n  with Roman Culture and I3istory. Albert  f i l l e r  gave 
a repor t  on the  C.N,E.-O.N.A, coin exh ib i t s  and displays.  
******W ******X* ******** ********* ******* 
NORTH YORK C O I N  CLUB SPECIAL MEETING 
This was a very spec ia l  meeting f o r  the  club and i t  marked t h e i r  150th 
meeting and the  guest speaker was E, Victor Sne l l  who had spoken a t  
the  100th meeting of the  club also,  Also D r .  J. S. Wilkinson, a pas t  
President of the club, spoke on the  Conventions he had attended t h i s  
pas t  year (C,lV.A., O.N.A., A.N.A., C.P.M.S,, e t c , ) .  Greetings were j l s o  
brought from other  organizat ions a s  follows:- O , N , A ,  from President  
P a t  Lambert.,. .Bernie Qine from the  Halifax Coin Club, Donald Stewart 
from the  Calgary Coin Club and, of course, our own C.N.A. President 
Louise Graham. Vic Snel l  gave a most i n t e r e s t i ng  t a l k  on the  minting 
of Canadian gold coins a t  the  Roya  Canadian Mint, Ottawa. Vic r a i s ed  
some points  t h a t  have been and probably w i l l  be continued t o  be debtited 
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over the  y e a s .  One item of contention Vic ra i sed  was whether B r i t i s h  
so.vereigns minted i n  the y e a s  191.1 - 1919 are i n  f a c t  t r u l y  Canadian 
coins. The f a c t  t h a t  they were minted i n  C,mada, Vic pointed out d i d  e not  necessar i ly  mean t h a t  they were Canadian coins,  t o  subs tan t ia  e 
, th is  Vic pointed out t h a t  i t  was general ly conceded t h a t  these sover- 
e igns  were s t ruck the Canadian Mint fo r  the B r i t i s h  Government, 
possibly f o r  paymen.t t o  Canada and -the United S t a t e s  f o r  ma'terials, 
&mamen,ts, e t c .  f o r  ,the f i r s t  World W a r .  This i s ,  of course, speculat- 
ive ,  M t e r  the  greet ings  from the  v a i o u s  guests  the  l a d i e s  of the  
North York Coin Club put on a buf fe t  supper which was a s i g l l t  t o  be- 
hold and I m1 sure t h a t  many of the male guests  l e t  ou't t h e i r  b e l t s  
;L couple of knotches (htm, I wonder what the l a d i e s  do i n  l i k e  circwn- 
s.tances). .A f i ne  ending t o  a w a r m ,  f r i end ly  meeting, iis someone once 
said years  agoItit  was good t o  be there+,  
******** ******** ******** * $ C * * * * * *  ******** 
Report of the Hwonia Numi smatic Association 1 3 t h  Arm~al  Show 
Saturday, Sept. 15 th  should be considered one of the biggest  events 
of the  H.N.R. Their show t h i s  year proved a most successful  one with 
1 3  bourse dea l e r s  at tending,  about 50 exh ib i t s  i n  the  competitive d i s -  
play Mr. Pat Lambert who acted a s  head judge fo r  the exh ib i t s  
was ably ass i s ted  by Ray Pleau, Norm Wells, Tony Gordon, The closenoss 
of the  winning exh ib i t s  i n  the various ca tegor ies  was something i n  the  
a rea  of 2 and 3 points  separating f i r s t  and t h i r d  place winners. 
Among some of the  dist inguished v i s i t o r s  present  a t  the  show was Mrs, 
Louise Graham, President of the C,N,A. and Mr, Dick Hildebrand, an 
announcer from CKBBB, the  l o c a l  radi.0 s t a t i on ,  I-Ie announced the  winners 
of the v a i o u s  exh ib i t  awards. The show closed with an informal s e l f -  
served dinner a t  the  Versa l les  Restaurant i n  the  M a l l ,  where President  
Rick Ford made appropriate remarks and thanked ,dl the  members of h i s  
executive and club members who gave of t h e i r  time t o  help make t h i s  
one of t h e i r  bes t  shows. 
******** ***h**** ******** ******** ******** 

TEIlDERS WANTED FOR THE 1974 O.N,A. 12 th  ,UJNUAL C O 1 W E N T I O L  

I t  i s  customary abgut t h i s  time every year t o  in.vi te  'tenders f o r  the  
forthcoming convention auction, This year i s  no exception. We ape 
i nv i t i ng  a l l  auctioneers t o  send i n  t h e i r  blds as  soon as possible i n  
order t h a t  =ample time i s  CLlowed f o r  discussion,  preparat ion of auction 
l i s t s ,  advarice pub l ic i ty9  e t c ,  So t o  Messrs. Charlton Numismatics, 
R. Shill.:ingworth, P. Rose, e t c ,  e t c . ,  we would appreciate  hearing from 
you and your b ids  within the  no-t ,to d i s t a n t  fu ture .  Pl.ease mail all 
b ids  t o  Mr. William Gage, R. R. # l., Shanty Bay, Ontario. I should 
point  out  t o  prospective bidders t h e  show on March 30-31, 1974 i s  t o  
be held once again a t  the  Sheraton-B~ock Ilotel, Niagnra Pa l l s ,  Ontario. 
wheng i t  w i l l  be remembered, i n  1972 we held one of our most successful 
shows including ono of the  best  auctions we have had i n  some years. 
******,k* ******** ******** ******** ******** 

MEDALS - MEDALS MED&S 
By now most members and clubs w i l l  have received my memorandum r e  the 
above, To da t e ,  approximately $100,00 worth of orders  have been ro- 
ceived, mostly f o r  pre l969 years ,  I am exooc- tin^: the shioment of med- 
a l s  fo$ the e-ar l ier -years  any day nowl so m^& I piease r e f i e s t  those of 
our members who want t o  fill the  e a r l s e r  years  they are  missing t o  - 
GET YOUR QEDERS I N  TO ME AT BOX 311? ST. CATHNIINES, IMMEDIATELY, 
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TJ3E KWEI-CISW SILVER DOLLAR 
By Wayne L. Jacobs, City of Ottawa Coin Club. 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  coin was probab-ly not  s truck i n  ISwei-chow i s  
a moot point t h a t  may be disregarded. The coin i t s e l f  has a  unique 
s tory  t o  t e l l .  

During the  Republic, the  governorship was conferred upon one Chow 
Bsi-chen who held t h a t  post  from 1926 t o  1929, Disregarding the  f a c t  
t h a t  the  province had no cars ,  the  governor embarked on a huge road- 
building program and i n  1928 was ready .to ce lebra te  the  opening of .the 
province's f i r s t  road. Hjs road-building included the  v i r t u a l  re* 
building of the  c a p i t a l  a t  1Swei.yang by widening all the s t r e e t s ,  t h e  
"main d ragf t r iva l l ing  contemporary Broi  ray i n  width, Now having roads 
but  not  one car t o  t r a v e l  them, i t  was f e l t  appropriate t o  have one 
imported fo r  -the occasion of: opening the  f i r s t  roado This was done and 
another small problem ( the  province now had roads but none leading t o  
i t )  was surmounted by having the  c@ dismantled and carr ied  i n  on .the 
backs of coo1i .e~.  It would appear from the  automobile i l l u s t r a t e d  on 
the  coin t h a t  the ca.? i n  ques.tion was a 1928 Chevrolet. 

Tradi t ional ly ,  it i s  said t h a t  he wished t o  have h i s  portr,aAt on 
the  commemorating coin but protocol forbade t h i s  s ince he was only a  
general and a  governor, But as  he was known thro1aghou.t China as the  
"Road Builder of IS~eichow~~ (sometimes i n  conjunction with adj ec t ives  
t h a t  c a s t  doubt on h i s  mental condit ion) ,  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  the de- 
p ic t ion  of a  car would suff ice .  Had he gone only t h i s  f a r ,  the  sooth- 
sayers predicted, he would never have been safe but he went one s tep  
too f a r  and t h i s  was t o  be h i s  undolng. Tradit ion has it t h a t  the  
p ic tu re  of the  blades of grass under the autonobile dep ic t  the  words 
tlSi Chenff i n  g r  ass-scr ip t  Chinese which r;- ;: General .Ohowt s personal 
name. For t h i s  presumption, the  soothsayers predicted t h a t  he would 
d i e  a s  the  r e s u l t  of h i s  roads and cars.  

StrmgeTy, General Chow met h i s  death while engaged i n  b a t t l e  
against  h i s  r a i l i tmy  r i v a l ,  General L i  Shao-yen when, because of h i s  
superb roads and having 'the only car i n  the  place, he outdistanced 
h i s  own troops, was surrounded by the enemy and k i l l e d ,  

The obverse of ,the coin t rans la ted  reads: (cent re)  ffKweichow 
s i l v e r  cointt  ( top)  "seventeenth Year of the  Republic of China (1928)" 
and (bottom) One Yuantl. 

The reverse of the  coin shows the  only autor~lobile t h a t  has appeared 
on the  wor ld t s  coinage. The characters  a t  the  top  t r ans l a t e :  "Made 
by the  Kweichow GovernmentIt and under the  car "7 mace and 2 candareens, 
Wr i t e r ' s  note - My c:; -sowoapologies t o  a l l  Chinese s tudents  and 

car lovers .  
* * * * * X * : %  **II<***$* ****+**>:< *******b ***+**** 

NUMISMATICA ALCOHOLICA 
By R. C .  Willey C .N.A. Journal ,  Dec./!?? 

Since time immemorial, alcohol has been used by man as a  shor t  cut  
t o  freedom from the  cares of cverydby l i f e ,  Even though i t s  overuse 
may be attended by d i sas t rous  consequences l iquor  possesses an a t t r -  
ac t ion f o r  most of us,-although the  majority of people know when they 
have had. enough. 

Howevcr , persons hopelessly addicted t o  alcohol sometimes g e t  in- 
volved i n  s trange a c t i v i t i e s ,  with the production of c e r t a i n  specia l  
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types of coinage ranking not  l e a s t  anlong them. Incidents  of the  kind 
occwred several  times i n  the  ea r ly  his.tory of Canada. Best known 
perhaps, are the  blacksmith tokens of Lower Canada - an extensive i s sue  
of crude coun.terfej.ts made t o  resemble worn-out English and I r i s h  regLd 
half-pennies from the  r e igns  of George 11 and George 111. Such pieces 
show only a rude ou t l i ne  of Br i tannia  or a harp on . their reverse s ide9  
a d  a s i lhoue t te  of .the k ing ' s  bust  on the  o'bverse, ~ l t h o u ' t  legends, 
Turned out a t  f i r s t  by a tippl.ing blacksmith a s  an oasy, wa.y of p ~ i n g  
fo r  h i s  alcoho1.ic drinks,  these crude fo rger ies  soon inspi red  o thers  
t o  do l ikewise,  Copied . a s  we have said,  frorn badly worn halfpennies 
t h a t  const i tu ted  the  oniy l e g a l  copper coinage, the  d i e s  used i n  s t r i k -  
ing them were delibera' tely l e f t  unfinished, Many of t h i s  s e r i e s  bear 
t h e i r  designs backwards because the  forger cut  h i s  design so t h a t  i t  
faced i n  the same d i r ec t i on  on the  d io  as  on .the model employed, 

The prackiue of making blacksmith tokens spread from Montreal t o  
Quebec City,  Toronto and possibly t o  o.ther centres.  They were poured 
in-to c i rcula t ior l  by thousalds,  and speedily 'became such a curse t o  the 
coun.try .that i n  1835 the  banks refused t o  aci:cpt any coins ot'viously 
l i g h t  i n  weight, worn beyond recogn.ition or  made of brass.  The Bank of 
Montreal issued copper tokens t o  replace  the  unacceptable pieces,  whi l s t  .. 
I5abi.tan.t tokens of 1837 fu r ther  augmented the  volume of respec'cal3le 
copper coinage c i rcu la t ing  i n  Lower Canada. Most of the  blaclcsmith 
tokens disappeared. fronl use, though a few are believed issued a f t e r  1840. 

I n  1837, J .  Roy of Montreal s truck a sou which proved very popular 
among the  French speaking people of t h a t  c i t y .  I ts  obverse f ea tu re s  
two l a r g e  maple leaves  and the rever se design cons i s t s  of the  value, 
Un Sou, i n  a wreath, with the  i s s u e r  I s  nanle above. B. journeyman emp- 
loyed by the  firm achieved notor ie ty  f o r  t h i s  coin 'because he was an 
ardent beer-drinker and yielded -to the  temptation of runnii.lg off a few 
sous from the  d i e s  whenever h i s  t h i r s t  got the  b e t t e r  of him, The coin 
comes on th ick  and t h i n  f l ans ,  possibly because of i r r egu l a r  s t r ik ings .  

Meanwhile, Prince Edward Island became the  scene of ac t ion f o r  
another immoderate toper.  A Chmlottetown metal-worker namod MCCarthy 
placed i n  c i r cu l a t i on  .the only penny issued i n  -that Province t o  keep 
himself adequately supplied with l i q u i d  refreshment, I t i s  coin i s  even 
worse than the  blacksmith's,  being nothing but a copper blank stamped 
"P.E.I.tt  on one side. Bow he c i rcula ted  such t r a s h  remains a mystery, 
f o r  ,the piece weighs even l e s s  than two of the  l o c a l  half-penny tolsens. 
Yet halfpenny tokens of Prin.ce Edward Is land were put out  l i g h t e r  i n  
weight than tbose used i n  the other  colonies of B r i t i s h  North America, 
except f o r  ce r t a in  i s sues  of Newfoundland, cvld a faw anonymous ones, 
-4pparently he d i d  not  c i r cu l a t e  very many of therc, f o r  h i s  products 
are extremely r ~ w e  to-day. 

Now we come t o  coins which - though associated with the use of 
alcoholic  beverages - appe~wed with no i n t e n t  t o  defraud, The f i r s t  
are a pa i r  of halfpenny tokens issued i n  Upper Canada i n  1821; these .U,.. m .. 
form p a r t  of the Sloop s e r i e s  (Breton No.s 726-731), but  t h e i r  reverses  
show a l iquor  keg, One of them displays  a keg marked Jamaica, r e fe r r ing  
t o  the  importation of rum from -the West Indies ,  whereas the  other ex- 
h i b i t s  a s imilar  cask inscribed Upper Canada - an a l lus ion  t o  the  pop- 
u l s i - t y  of whiskey in. t h a t  p a r t  of the world. 

Last  but  not l e a s t ,  comes Molson's token of 1.837, which has a keg 
and the  f i r m ' s  name on one side;  on the o ther ,  a d i s t i l l i n g  apparatus 
i s  seen, accompanied by the  words Cash Pa id  f o r  a l l  Sor ts  of Grain. 
This coin, .Loo, i s  scarce, and e x i s t s  on th ick  and t h i n  f l ans .  
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Li.quor seens responsible f o r  a l l  of the  coins described, but  it 

was not  always the  most important reason f o r  t h e i r  appearance. The 
t ipp l ing  blacksmith a t  Montreal and his numerous imi ta to rs  were gu i l t y  : 

of fraud and forgery,  but a t  l e a s t  they d i d  t h e i r  b i t  t o  supply the  
public of t h a t  day with copper coinage when the colonia l  governments 
could not ,  besides providing coin co l l ec to r s  with some of the most 
amusing .and i n t e r e s t i n g  tokens t o  be found anywhere. 
******** * * * * * * * X  ****h*** * X * * * * * *  ******** 
DID YOU KNOW THAT,. . . the 0, NOB. has a speakers c i r c u i t ?  t ha t  member 
clubs and non-member cl-ubs have the  pr iv i ledge of ca l l ing  upon the  
services  of some exce l len t  speaker S; speakers who know t h e i r  subject  
and a re  only too happy t o  pass on the  r e s u l t s ,  i n  many cases,  of years  
of stndy and research i n t o  t h e i r  sub;ject. . . .dl  i t  takes  i s  a l e t t e r  
t o  the chairman of our speakers c i r c u i t ,  M r .  Ken Prophet, P. 0. Box 226, 
Barr ie ,  Ontario, L4M 3N2, and Ken w i l l  be only too pleased t o  g e t  you 
a spe'.ker, one word of caution, however, please give him a minimum of 
four weeks not ice ,  preferably six weeks . . . . . . tha t  we have a l i b r a r y  
service  under the  chairmanship of M r .  Willim Gage, who i s  presently 
bringing up-to-date h i s  l i s t  of l i b r a r y  books avai lable;  upon r e c e i p t  
of t h i s  l i s t  we w i l l  publish i t  i n  t h i s  b u l l e t i n  and we hope t h a t  our 
club members w i l l  take advantage of this service , ,  , . , . tha t  we have an 
exce l len t  Audio-Visual. service,  complete with s l i de s ,  wr i t t en  s c r i p t  
and/or ca s se t t e s?  here again t h i s  i s  being brought up- to-date bo- 
cause we have recen t ly  added a number of new s l i d e  s e t s ;  t h i s ,  'again, 
w i l l  be published i n  the  Very near futur'e......these services  are f r e e  
t o  clubs, we hope t h a t  you w i l l  make use of they f o r  the benef i t  of 
your club and the numismatic education 0.f your members. (&l enquir ies  
r e  Audio-Visual t o  our chairman, M r .  Charles B,  La i s t e r ,  NO, 3 High- 
way, Til lsonbmg, Ontario W& 3J1) 
******** ******** ******** C*******  ******** 
THIS  I N  THAT . , . . . September not  only usher S i n  the  f a l l  season, colder 
weather, busy, busy, busy time raking leaves  and general ly ge t t ing  your 
place ready fo r  winter,  but i t  i s  a l so  a very busy time f o r  'Ye Ed, 
attending a l l  the  various coin shows around the  Provl.nce,...So f a r  
t h i s  month we have v i s i t e d  coin shows at Barrie ,  North York, Icitchener 
with many more t o  come ; ono thing I have noticed a t  .the th ree  or four' 
shows we have attended i s  the  increase  i n  junior pa r t i c ipa t i on  i n  thc  
a rea  of exhibi t ing  and s t ~ r e l y  t h i s  i s  without a doub-t a r e a l  heal thy 
sign f o r  ourt hobby and, of course, coin clubs i n  general and . this  
Association i n  pa r t i cu l a r ;  I say t h i s  purposely ' i n  p,articluar ' because 
i n  so many ins tances  t h i s  associa t ion supplies  -the judges f o r  the  
various shows; I t  i s  most g ra t i fy ing  t o  f ind  t h a t  to-day exh ib i to rs  a re  
not  j u s t  s a t i s f i e d  t o  have exhibi ted but  a rc  most anxious t o  f ind  out  
(a) why they d i d  not  g e t  a F i r s t  or Best of Show and (b) ask the  Judge 's  
help i n  improving t h e i r  exh ib i t  and i n  many cases ask questions wt~ich 
we as judges, sometimes f ind  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  answering. This i s  good f o r  
i t  makes one r e a l i z e  t h a t  the  job of judging does not  stop with the  
judging of an exh ib i t  but the  judgz must be able t o  back up why he only 
gave t h i s  number of points  f o r  t h a t  pa r t i cu l a r  p a t  of judging the  
exhibik md r i g h t l y  so. To be asked t o  a c t  a s  a judge should be consid- 
ered an HONO'IIR and not  j u s t  a job. It i s  with t h i s  o ~ t l o o k  t h a t  a l l  
judging should be carr ied  out.. . .These remarks a re  no tmeant  t o  be 
taken disparagingly but r a the r  t h a t  those people asked t o  Judge should 
t r y  t o  improve t h e i r  numismatic knowledge. See you i n  November,..Have 
a good month Ye Ed - 30 - 




