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Thene : lli:TQnLLE COINS il)m GliRmuCIXS1' 

2,000 sq. f t .  of space 

Lg  f a s c i n a t i n g  d i s p l a y s  

24 hour s e c u r i t y  guards 

Films: 1Ii:Ioney i n  your Pocket" 

and 11 j.ione;r >finters  

Do YOU have j~oui- clispla2rs ready? k v e  YOU made 
arrangelntns t o  have them s e t  up betveen 7:00 and 9:00 
p. ni., Wednesday3 August 17th?  n And f o r  t h e i r  removal on 
iiionday, September 5 th  o r  luesday, September 6 t h ?  

HELPING 5.'-IDS would be g r e a t l y  apprec ia ted  ! l l 

W i b i - t s  should include your name and club a f f i l -  
i a t i o n ,  o r  i f  des i red ,  j u s t  your c lub  a f f i l i a t i o n .  

I n  uncler.taking t h i s  Edlibi.t ion, tlie 0 ,  it. A. i s  
f u l f i l l i n g  one of i t s  d u t i e s  hg bringing t h e  co-ordinated 
e f f o r t s  of i t s  member c lubs  toge the r  i n  v:hat i s  probably 
t h e  l a r g e s t  undertaking of t h e  0 .  N. ?L., in br inging 
numismatics t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  senera1  pu'olic. 20 

YOUR share  - volunteer  t o  d i sp lay  o r  he lp  t o  man t h e  1300th. 

CLUBS! Have you fom.izrdec1 your p u b l i c i t x  
Got tl-tose pos te r s  ready? It pays t o  a d v e r t i s e  I 

COUTACTS: 

John Regitko Jr., Chairman, Vince Doran, Ass is tant  
1966 OI\Ii\-ChTE Coin Exhi'oition, Chairman, 
29 Spruce S t r e e t ,  606 Pape Avenue, 
Toronto 2, Ontario. Toronto 6, Ontario. 

I!! SGE YOU i T  THB "EX." I I! 



COMING EVERTS 

July 24 OWEN SOUND C O I N  CLUB 6th  Annual Coin Show, Sauble Beach Pavilion, Sauble 
Beach, Ontario. Bourse Chairman, Ken i4acInt,osh, Box 94, Owen Sound, 
Ontario. General Chairman - E l l i o t t  Jephson; Display - Jim Lougheed; 
Auction - Harold Stobbe; Judging - Del Curtis; Pub l ic i ty  - George Grkoldby. 

i~ugus t 24, CI.LT\Ti:~DL';N ?.VJ&IIST'. TIC dSSOCI~',TION U t h  Annual Convention, New Elarlborougl~ 
25 and 26 Hotel, & i th  St . ,  and E l l i o t t  Ave., Ifiiin~ipeg, Nan. General Chairman - 

Albert Stern, 457 &in  St . ,  Winnipeg, 1;kn. 

September 24 LONDON NUliIISTJL;1TIC SOCISTY h u a l  3anquet ancl Coin Show, Holiday Inn. 
Awards f o r  Prize-winning competitive displays.  Separate Junior-category 
wiih an  award. Display Chairman - Sam Smith, 92 Elworthy Ave., London, . 

Ontario. Auction - Uoyd T. Smith. General C h a i m n  - I~rilliam 11. Clarke, 
167 Delaware St . ,  London, Ontario. . . 

October 8,  9, CENTRAL C O I N  SHOlfI, S e m i - h u a l  Coin S~IOIV, Vestbury Hotel, 475 Yonge St . ,  
1 0  Toronto, Ontario. General Chcirman - Larry ITcNeil. Bourse Zhairm~n - 

Vince Doran. Display Chairman - John Rcgitlco . - Information from: 
Central Coin Club, Central YMCA, 40 College St., Toronto 2, Ontario. 
This show w i l l  include a var ied  educational programme, includins  a quant i ty  
of 0. N. A. iiudio-visuals. 

October 1 5  ST. CATHARINES C O I N  CLUB Annual Sanquet, Queensway Hotel. Co-chairmen: 
Pat Lambert and Sam Mcl~~ullen. Guest speaker - 1;ir. A r t .  heal, e x e c ~ ~ t i v e  
of Bata Show Company. F i f t een  bourse dealers  . . . send $10.00 which includes 
banquet t i c k e t  t o  Mr. Victor Snell ,  6 Bossmount Dve., St .  Catharines, Ont. 

A llPOT OF GOLD" (?) guessing competition. iZ meal f i t  f o r  a king, complete 
with a l l  t h e  -trimmings. Exhibits ,  a l l  comers welcome, p r izes  f o r  visi-Ling 
exhibitors.  lZdmission FREE. Banquet t i c k e t s  $3.00 orLly. Prizes every 
hour on t h e  hour. d  nill lion do l la r s  worth of f r i endsh ip  t o  a l l  viho atlxncl 
our banquet. 

November CdNL'iDIAN ~.IISIJLTIC VLB31ETIES COLLECTORS ASSOCIL'iTIOM F i r s t  i m u a l  Coin 
Sl~ow. Exact date  and place t o  be announced. Scven competitive categories 
i n  which t o  enter:  1. ].Tint Errors (~anad i an ) .  2. Ylint Errors (U .So;,. ). 
3. IEnt Errors (Foreign). 4. Die Var ie t ies  (~anad i an ) .  5. Die Var ie t ies  

Continued. 

Speaker's Circui t  Display Case Service Audio-Visual Services 

Kenneth Prophet, Frank G. Utt lcy,  David dshe, 
Camp Borden.Station Hospital, U 6  Joseph S t ree t ,  1069 Lakeshore %I. E., 
Camp Borden, Ontario. K i t  chener, Ont . Oakville , Ont . 

Thc ONT,"IRIO ~ ~ ~ 1 S ~ i l ; ; T I S T  i s  published monthly by -the 0nta.ri.o Numismatic hssociation. 
Tne publicat ion may be obtained with memberships of one of the  folloi.ring categories: 
Adult. - $2 yearly;  Junior -- $1 ycar ly  (up t o  1% years  of age); Husband and Wife (one 
copy) -- $3 yearly;  Club -- $10 year ly .  

x 

Remittances (plus bank ex hange i f  paid by cheque) payable t o  the  Ontario i\hmis- 
n a t i c  Association, P. 0. Box 33, Waterloo, Ontario. 

Authorized a s  second c l a s s  mail  by the  Post Office Department, Ottawa, and f o r  
payment of postage i n  cash. I 



(u .  S. d . ) .  6. Die Variei tes ( ~ o r e i ~ n ) .  7. I~Escellaneous (Any coins 
t h a t  a r e  e i t h e r . a  mix of t he  above ca tegor ies -o r  f o r  some reason clo not  
f i t  i n t o  these  categor ies .  It i s  pointed out ,  however, t h a t  011l.y clisy?lays 
dealing with l i n t  Errors and Die Var ie t ies  w i l l  be accepted i n  the  
competitive c l i sp l~~ys .  This ~ ~ o u l d  a l so  include relatecl subjects  such a s  
how coins a r e  minted. ) 

CEmm?I-'iL P??SZ?TT,,TIOT\T C O I N  SETS - 
Orders f o r  t he  1967 Canadian Centennial Presentat ion Coin Se t s  a r e  now being accepted 

f o r  del ivery  ea r ly  i n  1967. Collectors rnay order any nu 'ocr  of se t s ,  but  preference w i l l  
be given t o  those ordering no more than f i v e  se t s .  These r . l i l l  include the  new $20.00 gold 
coin and t he  newly designed reverses  on t he  other  six values. They r l r i l l  be issued i n  a 
s l ~  c i a1  leataller case carrying the  Canadian Coat of Xnns. 

Orders f a r  the  seven coin s e t  should be sent  t o :  Presentat ion Coin Set, P. 0. 
Box 100, Ottawa 2, Ontario, with a c e r t i f i e d  cheque, post.al money ordey o r  bank d r a f t  i n  
t h e  mount  of $40.00 per s e t ,  payable t o  t he  2eceiver G e n e r ~ l  of Canada. 

CLUB IEIrJS 

BR.'IyTTFORD C O I N  CLUB members were pleased t o  have I,k. Lloyd Hogarth show them a movie 
on Lust ra l ia ,  i n  i%y. The June meeting w i l l  f ea tu re  D r .  Barber of Brantford who w i l l  
t a l k  on Hospital l~l issions i n  Northern Inclia. This w i l l  be t h e  l a s t  meeting before s m e r  
vacation. The club w i l l  resume meetings i n  September. 

B:'LY OF QUINTE TXJ141S?4A',TIC I;SSOCI,'LTION had 21 members present  a t  t h e i r  ].by 8th  neeting.  
Thc: f i r s t  twcl o.rigina1 members of t h e  associz t ion a r e  leaving tho  area.  Ross Irwin 
presented H. E. tli"Lndyll d.a4.erson and Fred Hoffman with a s m a l l  token of appreciat ion f o r  
t h e i r  combined c f f o r t s  i n  t h e  o r i g ina l  forming of tile club. , '*~t t h e  %y 19 th  meeting, an 
0. N. A. ;uclio-visual, llCanadian Coat, of ~ m s t l  b.~ David i'~she, was presented. B*  Q. N* L'~. 

i s  a l so  closing clown f o r  t he  s m e r  months. 

IL'J4ILTON C O I N  CLUB w i l l  holcl t h e i r  f i n a l  meeting before taking o f f  on holidays, Junc 12th.  
I n  t h e  clozen gcars,  our hobby has experienced an i n t e r e s t i ng  and sonewhat f r ightening 
evolution. President, Sidney Fh i l l i p s ,  f e e l s  t h s t  it woul12 be appropriate f o r  rna<~crs 
t o  ex&n.ine "Coin Collecting I n  Retrospect" rhrhich w i l l  be t he  theme f o r  t he  June mceting. 

MJRONId i\TUl,:ISIJ-.LTIC LSSOCI..;TION had 36 members and guests  out  t o  t h e i r  meeting. 
Thc membership voted t o  continue meetings f o r  the  summer months on an informal bas is .  
TI13 June meeting w i l l  be t he  l a s t  business meeting u n t i l  f a l l .  The club w i l l  hold 
meetings, s t a r t i n g  with June, 2.t t h e  Loyal True Blue Lodge, I-Iigh St .  

I?JGERSOLL COIM CLUB had 23 members and guests  out  t o  enjoy a t a l k  and slicles on 
ItThe County of Oxford11 by Len Coles. There was a display of Oxford tokens and various - 

nwlisn?tic items of the  Countjr. Imong these  was a ledger  from t h e  Niagara D i s t r i c t  Rank, 
LnGeGsoll branch, of the  year it opened i n  Ingersol l ,  1856. The Imperial Sank of Canacla 
in 1875 took over the  T.?iagara D i s t r i c t  Bank. ho . the r  unusual item i n  t he  ciisplzy was a 
necl.?-llion clntecl 1789, t h a t  had been buried with Charles Ingerso l l  i n  1834. ThJithin a 
~ e r i o c l  of 20 clays Charles Ingersol l ,  h i s  wife and. young brother  clied i n  a cholcra epic',- 
ci~ric. T!~is  meclallion was recovered tihon t h e  cemetery was moved from i:t;s loca t ion  west of 
St .  Jrmes Yinglican Church t o  the Ingerso l l  Rural Cemctery. No mcetings w i l l  be held i n  
July ancl , "Lups t ,  but w i l l  resume again September 19th. 

I 
I 
I 



LO~~ON TU.IISI!KTIC SOCIETY v~elcorned 50 members and guests  t o  t h e i r  I%qj meeting. Those 
a-tkending had a most enjoyable educational period with t he  showing of an 0. N. d. J4udio- 
v isual ,  "Odd and Curious I;10ney~~, produced by I)cYcy m g i e  with Photography by Lloacl T. S!.ith. 

S-m?JIi'i ?~WI-IISEC~TIC SOCIETY repor t s  on t h e i r  banquet: I f  ZTou a r e  one of t!?ose lj~ho did  
izot ettencl, please be informed t h a t  you missed one of t he  be s t  we have ever ilad. The food 
T J ~ S  ,sood, the  progra3:m-e excel lent  and t he  auction above a v e r a p .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  well  worth 
t he  pr ice  of adnission. L"Lfter t16~o o r  th ree  t r i p s  t o  t he  lrsnorgasbordlr we were enter ta in& 
by .the Sarnia Barber Shoppers followed by an excel lent  T i h ,  ltl~ioney i n  Your P~c l<e . t ,~ '  
portraying the  pproduction of paper r-lonejr f r o n  beginning t o  end. Congratulations a r e  clue a 
junior menber of S. N. S., Ken Phi lpot t ,  r.!!lo was recent ly  mzde a ".eenf s Scout. 

ST. CIiTI-ii?,3I!ES C O I N  CLU 3 welcomed 63 neml~ers a ~ c l  1 4  guests  t o  t h e i r  i h y  meeting. 
Cat!-~er:!.ne Oblinslcj took firs-L place ribbon with a vary a t ' t r ac t ive  display of Five cent 
niclic?ls. ,1 V C T ~  r:!ell arranged display of Alaslca Tokens was T I O ~  by Xr. Sawatsky f o r  a secoid 
ribbon. Thircl ~ i b b o n  was won by t he  ltFa.scin?.tion of Coins" ai:,lardeci t o  .;lf. Roebuclc. The 
~ u d ~ i i i f  of t h e  displays was by t h e  e n t i r e  J ~ ~ n i o r  Club, w11o a r e  t o  be congratulat.ec1 f o r  
t h a i r  keen i n t e r e s t  i n  numismatics. The June ri~eeting l;ci 11 fea tu r e  1.k. J. E. Charlton of 

, Canacia Coin Ecchzt-we, Toronto. No n e e t i w s  w i l l  be held i n  July and J~ugust .  

ST. THOI.L:S PJKT~.IISIJL'-TIC ilSSO~:LiTION w i l l  f ea tu re  an 0.  N. d. iudio-visual,  "Odd ancl Curious 
XoneyH by Percy Elgie. This w i l l  be " G ~ ~ e s t  PJightu when every aember. i s  requested t c  
br ing  an in te res ted  v i s i t o r .  

TOF,8L\TTO C O I N  CLUB lihy ~neet ing,  held on St .  George's Day, was most in te res t ing .  141r. 
DaviC7; Ashe showed tlie popular 0. N. ii. Audio-visual f ea tu re  "Coin Quiz" i n  k!hich sec t ions  
of a coin a r c  sh0i.m blo~vn up on t he  screen ancl t he  audience i s  inv i ted  t o  guess t he  
i don t i t y  of the  coin. ivIr. H. ,"i. Craig arranged an i i ~ t e r e s t i n g  c1ispla;y of Cery-mn No-tgelcl 
~ind spoke wi.l;h nuch au-thoi-itg on t! , is  S L I ~  j e c t .  The h n e  mee-ting w i l l  f e?.ture Fk. IfiTalter 
Zriggs of Srantford, Historian t o  t h e  0 .  N. A. 

!iLrIZTZ00 CCIN SOCIETY :it t h e i r  J'iay meeting, h . ~ d  I,lr. Ross Implin, Gu-elph, a s  t h e i r  
spzakcr . i k .  Irwin t a lked  on the  1943 Canadian cent .  

, ?~rp l i ca t ions  published i n  t h e  ,June i s sue  of the  O n t ~ r i o  Iihmisnatist have now been 
accepted; 'he  fcllowing a ~ p l i c a t i o n s  have been roccivcd. I f  no wr i t t en  objec-Lions a r e  
rcceivod, t l i c i r  acceptance w i l l  be acl;no7i.!ledged i n  the  L ' i~~gust  i s sue  of tl-te 0 n t a ~ -  o 
N&iismatist.  

5L9. Richal-d C. Stanin, 143 Desmoncl Rd., Rochester, FJCTJ Pork, U -  S* " 9  

POUBTH ;?,3.3J:L 0. N. A. CGPTnITTiOI\T I'iDDFidSS 

The long era  of Chlien Luqg (1736-1796) saw the  abandorment of t h e  e a r l i e r  s t :~le  i n  
favcur of the  f i n e r  s t y l e .  The be s t  cxamples or" cash of t h i s  e r a  a r e  t he  ea r ly  i s sues  from 
the  northern n in t s .  As -the e ra  progressed, the  cash were cc?.st a s  sm .~ l l c r ,  th icker  pieces, 
chitefly i n  tho  north. The sr?uth ;~rcfcrrccl t he  broacler, t h i i ~ n e r  fabr ic .  Squeeze developec! 
i-n tile process of time, sone of t he  l c t e r  cash or" the  noi-e Ilenote mints being l i t t l e  S e t t e r  
than the  "goose-eye" s ize ,  smsller  than a tcn-cent piece. 



%ie beginning of t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  Ch'ing dynasty was i n  t h e  e r a  of Chl ia  Ch'ing 
(1796-1821). The cash of t h i s  e r a  a r e  of s i m i l a r  f a b r i c  t o  t hose  of Ch1ien Lung, bu t  
t h e  i a s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  no t  as c l e a r .  C lea r ly  i n sc r ibed  specinens froln any mint  a r e  s ca rce .  
Snridlrage of t h c  coinage became w i d e s p r ~ a d ,  and i n  l a t e r  e r a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  government seezed 
unzblc  t o  c o n t r o l  it. 

I n  %he e r a  of Tao Kwang (1821-1850) t h e  cash a r e  cqeneral ly  s a a l l e r  and t > i c k e r ,  wi th  
c h a r  i n s c r i p t i o n s .  The e a r l i e r  broad, t h i n  f a b r i c  was continuecl i n  Feiping ancl t h e  scukli. 
Shrinkage of t h e  co in  was worse i n  t h i s  e r a  than  before.  

It beca?.e ev ident  i n  t h e  r e i g n  of Hsien Feng (1~50-1861) t h a t  t h c  Cll1i;1g 62masty was 
wca? indeed. The emperor w a s   real; and se l f - indulgent ,  2nd uuc1er t h e  in f luence  of  h i 5  
cc~~cv-b ine  Tse H s i ,  k t e r  lcno?:!n t o  his tor;^ a s  t h e  Znprcss !lowager. The cash of  t h e  e r a  
n r c  r a t h e r  poor ly  13ade and d ~ l ~ i n d l e  t o  " g o ~ s ~ ~ - e s e ~ ~  s i z e .  The Feiping mint  s e t  a f i n c  
c x a ~ ~ l p l e  r:~liich was not  followed clserqhere. T11c poor q u a l i t y  of  t h e  coinage i s  l a r g e l y  tl ie 
r e s u l t  of t h e  s t r e s s e s  of t h e  T1ai F1 ing  Rebel l ion.  

The T' .ai  P f i n g  Rebel l ion  began s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  beginning of t h e  e r a  o f  Hsicn Fcng. 
II 

It bcgan i n  t h e  south, l e d  by a fo r tune  t e l l e r  n~~nec1 Hung Fsiu-ch'uan. The r e b e l l i o n  sprcad 
n l l  over  t h o  south and along t h e  c o a s t a l  regions,  .mcl t h e  c c ~ i t r a l  govsr~xnent nns ' uneb le  t o  
c ~ p c  wi th  if;. 'Il~e r e b e l s  w5re no no rc  a b l e  t o  O V C ~ ~ ~ I ~ C I W  t h e  government than t h e  
govarnment was a b l c  t o  suppress  t h e  r e b c l l i o n ,  and so ccivil war d r a ~ g e d  on f o r  nez r ly  
E i f t c e n  yea r s .  JTot u n t i l  1864 ltlas -the r e b e l l i o i i  f inci l ly  pu t  clorlrn, ~witlh f o r e i g n  L ? S S ~ S ~ & ~ C C .  

Thc r e b e l s  c a s t  co ins  i n  coarse  s t y l a ,  i n s c r i b e d  T ' a i  F l ing  T1 ien  Icuo, o r  Heavcnly king- 
 do^; o f  g r e a t  pexce. The government was fo rced  t o  c a s t  copper i n  l a r g e  p i eces  because . - 
:;11.vzr had vanis l~cd  from c i r c u l a t i o n .  These l > r g e  coppers emanated f r o n  s e v e r a l  mints ,  i n  
dcnonin-?-?tions ranging from t e n  t o  a thousand cesh.  They werc s f a i l u r e  because t i i c i r  s i z e  
v a r i e d  and bore no r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  i n t r i n s i c  va lue .  were cl.zst i n  b ra s s .  The 1000 
cr:sh of Pciping i s  svLa l l c r  t han  the  100 cash of fi~chow. 

i:hile t h e  r e v o l t  ?.,!as s t i l l  rag ing ,  t h e  next  enperor  ass~.mecl t h e  t l ~ r o n e ,  c a l l i n g  h i s  
e r a  Clii Hsiang, b u t  a f t e r  a coup d ' e t a t  by t h e  E ~ ~ p r e s s  Dovager t h e  nrme was changecl t o  
3!ng  Cllih. T11e cra of  R ~ n g  Chih l a s t e d  fror :~ 1862 t o  18'75, and procluccd s o x  o f  t h e  poores t  
co ins  of t h e  c!yna.sty, The cash a r e  most ly  m ~ z l l  and t h e  legends  f a r  f r o n  c l c a r .  Shrinkage 
w?,s ra i lpant ,  s e 2 l e c t i n g  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  goverm~zent t o  c o ~ i t r o l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l  ~ i n t s .  

Zie e r 2  of  15:~ang Su (1375-1908) saw a s l i g h t  ~nprovenicnt i n  -the q u a l i t y  of t h e  cesh, 
b u t  t h e  co ins  reni.2.incd rctl-ier spa11 and t h i n .  S i ze  ancl q u a l i t y  d h i n i s h e d  r zp id lg .  This 
?!!as t h e  e r a  of  t.hc f i r s t  war w i t h  Japan, t h e  independence o f  Korea, t h e  Soxcr Rebel l ion,  
and t h e  ga:;hering of t h e  European n a t i o n s  l i k e  v u l t u r c s  t o  bcgin  t h e  dismc~mberment of t h e  
cmpirc. The l a s t  e r a  was t h a t  of ~ s f l a n  T1ung (1908-1911). Tlie olcl Ehpress Dowager plnced 
on t h e  dragon throne  a three-year  o l d  boy, Pu Y i ,  b u t  d i ed  soon af te rward .  ;I rebellion 
broke o u t  uncler Sun Y a t  Sen, and i n  19ll .-Lke Ch'ing dynasty was overthrown. Instcs-d of 
yrcclaiming a new 5apr ia ; l -4 .pZs ' t j r ,  t!lc r e b e l s  s e t  up  a republic, w i t h  Sun Yat Sen as 

-- 
... . president. T!Ie ex-enperor Pu Y i  was allowed t o  l i v e  i n  t h c  imperial p?,lace a t  Fciping f o r  

t!lc r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  The s t o r y  o f  !-is bccoiiling puppet r u l e r  of  T~h.nchulmo f o r  t h e  Japanese 
ancl h i s  subsequelit Comunisa t ion  i s  t o o  long  t o  be t .old ' ~ c r e .  The r e p u b l i c  of China d i d  
iiot c a s t  any cash, but, a s r - i ? l l  i ssGc of r c ~ u b l i c n n  d c s i ~ l i  was cns-t i n  1312 a t  F~~cho.r;,i i n  
Fukien . 

l I During t h c  last  y e a r  of  ICwang Su and t h e  e r a  of  Hsuan T1ung, a t t empt s  were madc t o  
s t r i l ce  t h e  cash. The f i r s t  s t r u c k  cash were macle i n  Canton i n  1908, and c i r c u l a t e d  widel2-. 
Otiler min t s  s t r u c k  cash 2-t t h e  sane t ime,  b u t  t h e i r  i s s u e s  ?.re s ca rce .  Then, as t h e  u s e  of 
a Europcsm-style coinage beccme more widespread, t h e  struc!c cash were made i n  t h e  "goose- 

;:yell s i z e .  IdIost of t h e s e  cane from Canton ancl Fuchow, bu t  wome were s t r u c k  i n  I3u Feh an?t 
m. Llen Tsin. These were t o o  small and werc soon d iscont inued .  



1 have now cone t o  t h e  end of t h e  long-His tory  of c a r l y  Chincse coins. 
- - 
i-:.?.:.rinz ser~red  t h e  nceds of t h e  ChLrese people f o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  thousand pe?rs ,  tilejy 112d 
co!?-e i n  1911 t o  a time nhen t h e y  were no longer  adequate f o r  t h e  needs of  t h e  econcny 9-nd 
unzcce],t?.?2le outs ide  of China. The empire had introduced a European s i l v c r  coinage in 
1699 and a !nodern copper coinage i n  1904, but  not  u n t i l  Xepublicen t3nes  were c o b s  -in t!:ie 
~ ~ i l r l o ~ x a r .  s t y l e  un ive r sa l ly  accepted.  The Republic a t  onco cliscon-tinuecl t h e  o ld ,  
fai-Lhful b rnss  cash and continued coinage i n  t h e  i4estcm s t y l e .  Thc c2sh took t l l c i r  
p lacc  .?i2Oilg thz  wor ld ' s  obsole te  coinages, end today a r e  bccoixing t h e  subJcct  of con- 
siz~.er;..ble F ~ t e r e s t  t o  c o l l e c t o r s  of  fo re ign  coins.  

KT531! YOUR CO1l'J.S 3 E T E  

by Lloyd T. %?it11 

1;h,ny t i m ~ s ,  we have heard t h e  terms numismrtist ,  c o l l e c t o r  and accunulator  and rmst of 
us  f a l l  i n t o  one o r  more of tliese ca.-tegori.es. Jkch term i s  t i e d  i n  ~ ~ i t h  t h c  o thors  t o  
son-e extent ,  p z r t i c u l ~ r l y  i f  we have been e o l l c c t i n g  f o r  some gea r s .  

- - 
i ' ! ~  a r e  a t  present ,  i n  a period of change i n  coin  c o l l e c t i n g  nncl a d e f i n i t e  recession 

i n  t h e  invcstmznt f i e l d .  !';e havc a l r eady  seen a few of t h e  l a r g e r  coin  dea le r s  int t i  
bankruptcy o r  s c l l  out  a t  a l o s s  and every c l ~ ~ b  has e:;pcrionccd some l o s s  of membership 
a s  t h c  t.Jouid-be inves to r s  l eave  t h e  folcl t o  seek ou t  other get-ricli-quick scherlcs. 

For a t  l e a s t  t c n  years, t h e  ac.lvanced co l l cc  t o r s  ancl n ~ ~ v ~ i s m a t i s t s  have bceii urging 
mlov:cr collectors t o  cl i .~ersify t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  f o r  narc en.joplent i n  our hobby; but  it, 5s 
t I., clcalers, lioarders and a c c m u l a t o r s  who sought t o  coi i t rol  t h e  co in  market and so 
f o r c e  p r i c e s  upward, who no t  only  heve brought about t h e i r  own clefcat, bu t  havc helped us  
ir:lrnensclj~ i n  our  bid. t o  encour2?.ges c l ivcrs i f ied  co l l ec t ing .  

So, we sec  -t.hat t h e  present  a ~ p a r e n t  s c t - l ~ c k  i s  a c t u a l l y  a t r a n s i t i o n  per-iocl, 
sr;pzrating t h e  t r ~ w  c o l l e c t o r s  frc!a the  i n v e s t o r s  and g iv inz  promise of  a more s t a b l e  
1lo'~bji aiicl a much lieener i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  num-shntic o r  r c s e a r c h  aiicl t h e  p lac ing  of infr-~~rl-  
z t i o n  i n  our d isp lays .  This p i n s  po in t s  f o r  t h c  e x h i b i t o r  and suppl ies  t h e  viewing 
~ u b l i c  wi th  a bc t - te r  unclerstanding of our  purpose. 

'The point  systcrn of jxdging has been l a r g e l y  rcspons ib lc  f o r  increasei l  rescnrcli and. 
t h c  plz-cing of infon:i.q.tion i n  our  d i sp lays .  This ga ins  po in t s  f o r  t h e  exh ib i to r  nncl 
supy l i c s  u s  v i c t ~ i n g  publ ic  with a b e t t e r  understanding of our  purpose. 

i:Ic.ny c.luS nelxbers havc l i a i t e c l  thcnse lves  -to c o l l c c t i n g  because thcy  third< of 
a u t h o r i t z t i v e  books on n ~ u n l s ~ t i c s  es sonewhet un?.yproachablc o r  forbidding. 

7.1, 
c . 1 ~  know t h a t  not  even j  coin  c o l l e c t o r  : : d i l l  beco~:~c e n~m~isr!~a.tis-t; not  because it  i s  

t o o  c i i f f i cu l t ,  but because Elany a r e  somc~:!h~,t confus~.cl ;IS t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  they  sliould t ake  
and cvcn r,~rlisn given sound cl i rect ion,  mn:,r s t i l l  h e s i t a t e  bcco.use ol' t h c  t ine ancl e f f o r t  
rcciuircd. 

Guiclo bool:s and ca ta lozues  l i s t i n g  mintagc f i s ~ r e s ,  v?lucs ancl a l i t t l e  iimismatic 
infomz- t ion  f o m  a good s t a r t i n g  po in t ,  bu t  t h e s c  .?re only T, b ~ s i c  guide. It i s  no t  pos-- 
s i b l e  t o  l c a r n  everj.thing  bout n particu1,y.r f ie lc l  of nunismatics from t h e s e  bait 81-u.ides, 
i1.o t h e  c c l l e c t o r  n u s t  go on ancl on, adv~.ncing  t o  t h e  more tcc!liiicel bool,<s. T;ianks t o  nan7 
of t h e  wor ld ' s  lcadiiig n u n i s n ~ ~ t i c  - lu thor i t i e s ,  t h e r c  i s  no?i an cmplc supply of s u h  S O O ~ S  
nv~-ilc.,ble, w r i t t e n  i n  easy t o  unclerstand l ~ n g u a g e .  

I n  ;;;citing .to know your coins  b c t t c r ,  your cxci-temcnt w i l l  i nc reese  i n  proport ion t o  
your scarcli f o r  nore infonilation. You t \ l i l l  occas ional ly  experience t h 2  tlirill of f indin2  



some new o r  ha l f - forgot ten  f a c t ,  ancl, depending on t h e  depth of research ,  you w i l l  be a.ble 
t o  relc7.y information t o  o t h e r s  thrgugh your c l i s p l q ~ s  o r  c lub  t a l k s .  

Tlic grec?.test s a t i s f a c t i o n  comcs when you f e e l  t h a t  a r c  on a n  cqual  f o o t i n g  v i t h  more 
aclv~ncccl numismatists,  when you a r e  considered t o  be an  a ~ ~ t h o r i t y  i n  your f i e l d .  By t h i s  
I do not  mean t h a t  ever- one should t r y  t o  become a n  exper t ,  a s  t h i s  has  t h o  sense of 
knorving 211 t h e r e  i s  t o  know i n  a p - l r t i c u l a r  f i e l d .  There i s  f a r  nore  fun  i n  tlic a c t  of 
l c a r n i n g  than  i n  n s t a t e  of complete knowledge. 

Even tliougl~ many numismatists have numisr-tatists have a l r eady  explored each a r e a  i n  
clepi;h, it i s  s t i l l  poss ib l e  t o  uncover u s e f u l  i n fo r~ -3 , t i on  th2.t w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  hobby and 
t h e  f i n d e r  of t h i s  in fonn3t ion  has  t h e  personal  s ; ~ t i s f a c t i o n  of g iv ing  a  l i t t l e  t o  aclvz-nce 
nu11i snn t i c  s . 

It i s  not  poss ib l c  t,o over-emphasize t h e  e : l ~ c a i i o n : ~ l  a spec t  of numismr?tics a s  it adds 
so !nuch t o  t h e  eiijoymcnt ancl r e l a x a t i o n  ou r  hobby can b r ing .  J u s t  a s  rve relncnbcr t h e  
p l c ~ s u r e  of s t a r t i n g  our  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  we ga in  adclccl sat isf i . ,c t ion when rJe 1mor;r our  co ins  
b e t t c r .  

One tray t o  cicvclop a b c t t c r  knowledge of our  co ins  i s  -to ma!cc no te s  f o r  ea.cil co in  o r  
t ype  ... '14Jllcn you have gleaned a l l  in format ion  from your guiclc books ancl ca-l;alogues, advznce 
t o  books a v a i l a b l e  i n  your club l i b r a r y ,  0. N. L'i. o r  C .  N. A. l i b r a r i e s .  Continue t o  znke 
n o t e s  ancl keep a  f i l e  of c l i pp ings  from co in  papers ancl magazines i f  you do no t  wish t o  
r e t a i n  t h e  pfhole copy. One can even make no te s  from i n f o i ? r ~ ~ ~ i i o n  suppl icd  i n  d i sp l ays  
prcparecl by o t h e r s .  

i'mother metllod i s  t o  t r y  t o  w r i t e  thumb-nail ske tches  of  50 t o  100 words oil a s  many 
co ins  o r  s e r i c s  of co ins  a s  poss ib l c .  These m y  l a t c r  be extended t o  s h o r t  a r t i c l e s  of 300- 
&OO ~ ~ o r c l s .  Research your  mzteric7.l,rn1king no te s  from t h e  va r ious  sources  a v a i l a b l e ,  ancl 
b r i n g  t h c  information t o ~ e t l i e r  so t h a t  it r i , r i l l  be concise,  y e t  a s  i n f ~ r - ~ . t i v e  a s  s p c e  
will. allow. Try t o  complete s e v e r d  ske tches  o r  one sh0r.t a r t i c l e  each week ancl you w i l l  
soon f i n d  t h a t  you no t  on ly  know more about coins ,  but  w i l l  have developed an  a b i l i t y  t o  
p re sen t  informa-tive ca . r t ic les  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  read and enjoy. Tliis i s  t h e  way a  c o l ~ m i s t  
n u s t  work, ga the r ing  h i s  i n f o m a t i o n  from every source, -;!ringing out  t h e  essence,  wherever 
poss ib l e  making r ecen t  comparisons o r  p a r a l l e l s  ancl publ i sh ing  f o r  h i s  reaclers idhat lie 
hopes w i l l  be another  a r t , i c l e  of i n t e r e s t .  Often, a  3-400 word a r t i c l e  t h a t  requ-ires  only 
5-10 minutes rending t i n e  nay  tzlte s e v e r a l  hours t o  prepare,  bu t  i n  t h i s  t ime, t h e  
c o l u i i s t  has  probably l ca rned  a  few important  f a c t s  of nmlis~nc?.tics p rev ious ly  unknown t o  
h i ~ s c l l "  . 

:'LS we gmdu-7.11~ improve ou r  lcnowlcclge of co ins ,  it becomes p o s s i b l e  t o  w r i t e  l onge r  
r z r t i c l e s ,  s u t t a b l c  f o r  c lub  tr?.lks o r  f o r  pub l i ca t ion  i n  c lub  b u l l e t i n s  o r  even magazines: 
1.;ic c?,n a l s o  develop t h c  a b i l i t y  t o  supply t h c  c o r r e c t  m o u n t  of  in format ion  i n  a n  c x h i l ~ i t ,  

n so  t h a t  t h e  viewer w i l l  s t o p  -to read  c?bout t h c  co ins  i n  each d i s p l a y  case .  loo ~~uc!? 
in fo r lmt ion  i n  a d i s p l a y  c l n  be , jus t  a s  p o o ~  as no in fonx t ion ,  a s  t l ic non-col lector  i n  
p a r t i c u l , ~ r  i s  genern.Uj  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j u s t  t h e  p c r t i n c n t  f a c t s .  

I t h i n k  rve a r e  311 clcsirous o f  a con ti nu in^; gror~t l i  i n  evdry numismatic club o r  
a s s o c i a t i o n  and. r~ou ld  cnch l i k e  t o  do our  p a r t  t o  l ie lp o t h e r s  g a i n  even morc l ~ l e a s u r c  from 
the hobby. The b c s t  way t o  =~cconp l i sh  t h i s  i s  l,o t r y  t o  l m o ~ ~  our  co ins  b e t t e r  ~7.ncl ~ i l ~ ? j ~ b e  
e x n  ?&spire  t o  bec~nle nurn is~nr~t i s t s .  If you haven ' t  y e t  s t a r t c d ,  pic?-se d o n ' t  l envc  it 
t n  Lhc o a c r  f o l l o v ~ ;  ii i s  up t o  c,~.ch of u s  Lo share  ou r  a b i l i t y  f o r  a  progress ive  f u t u r e .  

Ecl. Note: The zbove a r t i c l e  f i r s t  :ppe:l.rcd i n  t h e  London I\hm~ilism?tic Socie ty  News 
Bulle- t in ,  June, 1966. 


